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“And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to His eternal glory in 
Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, 
strengthen and establish you.”

(1 Pet 5:10)
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Dear Beloved Supporters,

In this month’s issue of Stand!, we feature the stories of 
Pakistani believers who are persecuted and oppressed by 
their family members or colleagues at work.  Some have 
lost their jobs or homes because of their Christian witness.  
Yet, most of them refuse to abandon their faith.  Rather, 
they faithfully and courageously press on to proclaim the 
gospel, even to their persecutors, in spite of the difficult 
and dangerous circumstances they find themselves in.

But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, 
on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, to deliver 
them from death and keep them alive in famine (Ps 
33:18-19).

We pray that you will be encouraged by their fortitude 
and allegiance to Christ, such that you too will put your 
trust in the Lord, and discover that He never fails to be 
your help and your shield.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, 
just as in fact you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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Standing at the front of a long line of 
casually dressed people, you observe 
them - adults, teens, parents and 
children, chatting and laughing happily 
with one another.  The buzzer sounds 
and the gate in front of you opens.  You 
walk in, spend a split second deciding 
whether to sit in the first, middle or last 
car.  Strapping on your seatbelt brings a 
flood of emotions – ecstasy, exhilaration, 
suspense, thrill and delight.

You hope and pray that you will not 
embarrass yourself by vomiting during or 
after the ride.  The ride commences slowly and 
steadily.  With every click of the wheels against 
the track, you count the seconds and brace 
yourself for the lightheadedness that comes 
with the adrenaline rush and the rude slap of 
the warm summer wind against your face.  



“Anytime now!”, you say to yourself.  As 
quickly and suddenly as a lightning flash, the 
roller coaster tips over the edge and plunges 
everyone at break-neck speed down the track 
before proceeding to twist and turn fiercely 
to the left and then to the right.  

You can’t help but squeeze your eyes shut 
and let out a continuous scream, oblivious 
of who’s sitting around you, all fear of being 
embarrassed forgotten.  When you feel the 
ride slowing down, you breathe a sigh of 
relief only to open your eyes and discover 
that you are inverted upside down and the 
ride is NOT OVER…

Life is sometimes like a roller coaster 
ride.  There are times of peace and quiet, 
and times of unexpected challenges and 
trials that may appear one after another in 
a journey that is seemingly never-ending.  
And just when you thought you can take a 
breather, you get whammed by a curve ball 
that came out of nowhere to throw you off 
your feet. 

Whenever that happens, I’m reminded 
of a Bible verse in 2 Cor 12:9a (TPT) 
which says, “My grace is always more than 
enough for you and My power finds its full 
expression through your weakness.” 
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When we consider the word grace we 
think about kindness, unmerited favor, 
undeserved blessings, forgiveness of sins, 
redemption and salvation.  But grace also 
means God’s empowering presence that is 
enough to help us endure trials and sustain 
us in our journey of faith.  

We are told in 1 Cor 1:4-9, that we are 
enriched in speech and knowledge through 
God’s grace, not lacking in any spiritual 
gifts, and He will keep us strong and 
blameless as we await our Lord’s return.

But how does that translate into our 
everyday lives?

Personally, I struggled with these verses 
for many years because I didn’t seem to 
experience the empowering presence it 
talked about.  I would go to God in prayer 
and then expect the week to be peaceful 
and uneventful, hoping that God will 
supernaturally resolve the problem or 
remove the difficult people in my life.  
Often, the challenges I faced did not lessen 
or go away; sometimes, it got worse.

Once, during a particularly trying period 
when there was absolutely nothing I could 
do to resolve the situation, I was on the 
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brink of giving up.  My mind was a blank, 
and I was feeling numb from the constant 
stress and strain, functioning solely on 
“automatic gear”. 

In the middle of a quiet morning in the 
office, I felt a sudden squeeze in my heart 
as thoughts and images from Ex 16: 14-21 
came flooding into my mind - the Israelites 
were instructed to go out every morning to 
gather the manna/bread that God provided 
for them in the wilderness.  Some gathered 
more, some less, but each one had sufficient 
for their needs for that day.  The Israelites 
were instructed not to keep any manna 
overnight.  Those who did, discovered the 
next morning that the manna had turned 
bad and was full of maggots.

Instantly, I knew what the Lord was 
saying to me - He wanted me to go to Him 
EVERYDAY to receive His grace that is 
sufficient to meet ALL my needs and to help 
me get through that specific day.  And then 
do it all over again the next day for the next 
day’s needs.  

The manna was good for eating only on 
the day it was gathered.  The Israelites had 
to first KNOW and BELIEVE God’s Word and 
then TRUST that when they go out every 
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From Our Heart

morning, they WILL FIND sufficient manna 
for that day’s meals.  In order to believe 
God’s Word, we need to have an ongoing 
intimate relationship with God where we 
soak in and enjoy His presence.  And say, 
“What do you want to say to me today, 
Lord?”

When we spend enough time alone with 
God, we will know His character and 
what is in His heart and mind about our 
specific situations.  That will strengthen 
and increase our faith in Him.  Going to 
God in humility every day and asking Him 
to give us our daily needs, also help us stay 
focused on God instead of on ourselves or 
on our difficult circumstances.  It keeps us 
humble and dependent on Him to meet all 
our needs.

On hindsight, I am glad I did not give up 
on God or give up serving God in ministry 
during that very challenging time in my 
life.  I can now look back and thank God 
for the opportunity to experience His grace 
which helped me to endure the hardship 
and emerge spiritually and emotionally 
stronger than before.

So, spend time alone with God daily in 
prayer, worship and meditating on His 
Word.  And you will be empowered by His 
GRACE to endure even the harshest of times 
while still reflecting God’s character in all 
that you say and do.  

For from the abundance of His grace, we 
have received one gracious blessing after 
another (John 1:16).  And God is able to 
bless us abundantly, so that in all things 
and at all times, we will have all that we 
need and abound in every good work  
(2 Cor 9:8). 
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Cover Story

In parts of Pakistan, Christian converts 
are known to have been beaten and 
threatened by family members and 
neighbors for turning to the Lord. For 
example, Jameela fled from her husband 
after he threatened to kill her and their 
children because Jameela had placed her 
trust in Christ. 

She arrived at a safe house with her two 
young children on the day this photo was 
taken.  Many Christian converts need short-
term refuge from hostile family members.  
They also need some training and tools to 
help them set up small businesses so that they 
can support themselves.

Some Christian women have also been 
discriminated at work.  For example, Samina 
Bibi’s supervisor locked her in a room at the 
factory where she worked after he heard her 
praying during her lunch break.  A co-worker 
helped her escape.  Although Samina was the 
primary provider for her family, she could no 
longer continue working at the factory.  

Samina received training at one of two 
sewing centres where persecuted Christian 
women learn tailoring skills and are 
mentored by other Christians.  At the end 
of the training, graduates receive a sewing 
machine and assistance in starting a tailoring 
business. 

Approximately 4 million Christians live in 
Pakistan, but they compose less than 2% of 
the country’s population.  Many Pakistani 
Christians face daily discrimination and 
persecution because of their faith in Christ.  
Trapped in a cycle of limited educational 
opportunities and poverty, many remain at 
the lowest levels of society throughout their 
lives, performing labor intensive menial 
work as brick-kiln workers, sewer cleaners or 
street sweepers. 
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Some Christians in Pakistan are born into 
indentured servitude and enslaved at one 
of the country’s many brick kilns.  That was 
the situation for Hamza, who inherited his 
parents’ debt to a brick-kiln owner.  After 
Hamza took a non-Christian co-worker to 
church with him, his employer began beating 
and harassing him.  The same treatment 
continued even after Hamza was sold to 
another employer.  Last 
year, Hamza finally received 
the funds necessary to pay 
his debt to the brick-kiln 
owners and he was freed 
from indentured servitude.  
He and his family can 
now support themselves 
through a rickshaw taxi and 
transport business. 

Many Christians in Pakistan live under 
continual pressure, enduring frequent 
threats and the ever-present possibility of 

mindless physical attacks.  A few months 
ago, a church leader was killed when he and 
another leader were ambushed while leaving 
worship services at the All Saints Church in 
Peshawar.  The second church leader was 
also shot but survived his wound.  Peshawar 
is the same city where in 2013, suicide 
bombers detonated their explosives at a 
church service, killing more than 120 people 
and injuring 250 more.  Thirty-four Christian 
children who were affected by the bombing 
are receiving continued support.  Some lost 
parents or other family members, while 
others were injured.  Throughout Pakistan, 
front-line workers serve tirelessly to equip, 
encourage and educate Christian youth.

Bold Christians travel long 
distances to proclaim the gospel 
and distribute God’s Word to 
local villagers.  Though street 
evangelism is legal under Pakistani 
law, evangelists take great risks 
to witness to villagers, baptize 
converts and welcome them 
into their churches.  Christian 
workers who distribute Bibles 
and other Christian literature 
under dangerous conditions 
find encouragement when they 
attend fellowship gatherings 
and equipping seminars and 
workshops.  A front-line worker 
recently requested prayer for 

Shakeel, who placed his faith in Christ and 
received baptism after studying the Bible 
with him.  The worker had given Shakeel an 
Urdu Bible, which he was able to read with 
the assistance of his teenage son.

Christians are sometimes charged with 
false accusations when they share the gospel.  
Some of these charges can result in harsh 

prison sentences and even 
the death penalty.  When a 
co-worker asked two sisters, 
Mehwish and Sehrish, about 
their Christian faith, other co-
workers at the factory reported 
the sisters for evangelism.  
Their boss then sent them to 
another factory, where they 
were confronted by someone 

who tried to force them to renounce their 
faith.  The two sisters were beaten when they 
refused to do so.  After overpowering their 
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guard, they were able to leave the factory.  
Today, the two women remain in the country 
as faithful witnesses to 
Christ while studying for 
new careers.

While the printing and 
the distribution of Bibles 
is legal in Pakistan, there 
are some who oppose 
Christians who do so.  As a 
result of working under this 
difficult environment, those 
living in rural, tribal and 
mountainous areas have little access to God’s 
Word.  

In spite of all these challenges, faithful 
front-line workers press on by distributing 
Urdu study Bibles, audio Bibles and New 
Testaments in the Urdu, Pashto and Sindhi 
languages.  In addition, these workers 
distribute children’s Bibles, Sunday school 
curricula and children’s booklets about the 
life of Christ to villages in rural Pakistan. 

Whether they are born into Christian 
families or come to faith through conversion, 
Christians live in a tough and challenging 
environment.  At the very least, they are 

marginalized and 
discriminated against.  
Nonetheless, many 
refuse to abandon 
their faith, and 
some faithfully and 
courageously proclaim 
the gospel to their 
persecutors under 
difficult and dangerous 
circumstances. 
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New Books 
Just In

Project 
Advancing 
the Great 
Commission

For some of us, education opens up 
opportunities to get a better-paying job, 
status and recognition at work, or perhaps 
better prospects for promotion.  But for 
children of persecuted Christians, who mostly 
live in poverty and are marginalized because 
of their faith, having an education is a matter 
of survival.  It impacts not only their own 
personal lives but that of their families’ as well. 

A Singapore Non-Governmental 
Organisation has gifted Goshen with an 
educational app that can be used to teach 
children/young people basic foundational 
English.  This interactive app has to be 
uploaded into a tablet for use. In order to 

reach approximately 5,000 children in ten 
different nations, funds are required to 
purchase these tablets, provide technical 
maintenance, etc. In order to maximize the 
reach of this project, we expect a tablet to be 
shared among several children.

Would you 
prayerfully consider 
sponsoring a tablet 
to bless children 
and young people 
in persecuted 
Christian 
communities? 

Project Advancing  
the Great Commission
Aim:

Set up e-learning hubs 
equipped with learning 
devices loaded with intuitive 
and interactive educational 
content to improve literacy, 
numeracy, and life skills.

To reach approximately 5,000 
children and young people 
in persecuted Christian 
communities in Asia, namely, 
Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Laos, 
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan and China.

1. 2.

Sponsor a Tablet
Education is the Key That Unlocks Destiny

Gifts towards Project Advancing the Great Commission can be made payable to:
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project: Advancing the Great Commission
In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channeled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!
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Volunteer 
with Us

JOIN US
We would like to call upon helpers to help us at our 
events and activities as and when we need help.  For 
example, on occasions we need volunteers to help us 
man our book tables at special events or things of that 
nature.

We are also looking for Champions to help us do 
research, organise things, distribute Goshen’s bi-monthly 
magazines in the different churches and to share with 
others about Goshen.

If you are able and willing to help us as and when we 
need help or serve as Goshen’s Champions, contact us at 
6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more details.  We would love to meet up with you and 
discuss further!

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.



Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving 
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities 
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.

© Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form 
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at  
admin@gosheninternational.org.

We are members of International Christian Association and part of the Voice of the 
Martyrs network.

To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.

This magazine is published bi-monthly and 
distributed free of charge by:

Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
MCI (P) 024/08/2022 
Reg No. 198204059M

All mails to be directed to: 
Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 
Singapore 919191 
Tel: (65)6456 0042 / (65)6456 0423     
Email: admin@gosheninternational.org 
www.gosheninternational.org

Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Sep/Oct 2022
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(13th Sep & 11th Oct)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


