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“O my people, trust in Him 
at all times. Pour out your 
heart to Him, for God is our 
refuge.” (Psalms 62:8)
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Dear Beloved Supporters,

Most of us have, at some point in our life, encountered 
circumstances that are very challenging and beyond our control.  
And these challenges have caused us much pain, angst and regret.  

We have tried every method or used up every resource to resolve 
the issue without seeing any satisfactory outcomes. On some 
occasions, we even feel like giving up and giving in. 

But, take heart.  There is hope in the Lord Jesus.  Keep hoping, 
keep trusting and keep waiting on the Lord, for He is tenderhearted, 
kind, and forgiving. He has a thousand ways to set you free (Psalm 
130:7)(TPT).

In this issue, we feature powerful testimonies of believers who 
were persecuted because of their Christian beliefs yet did not lose 
hope in the Lord and they finally were able to overcome their 
challenges with their faith stronger than before. 

Like some of our brothers and sisters-in-Christ in Pakistan who 
have had to endure persecution yet have an overcoming spirit 
within them, we need to not grow weary in doing good for we know 
that at the proper time, we will reap a harvest of blessings from the 
Lord (Gal 6:9). 

Would you, therefore, join us in blessing our Pakistani brethren 
by giving financial support towards Project Bless Pakistan?  Read 
more about how you can contribute on page 10.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in 
fact you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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From Our 
Heart

Calm the Storm 
in My Heart

“A deep rumble of thunder which 
began in the distance woke me up.  
Whilst wiping sleep from my heavy 
eyelids, I heard the bitter winds howl 
and hiss, and felt the spray of cold salt 
water on my face. 

A storm was brewing - I had to wake the 
others up! 

As the ferocious wind gained speed and 
power, the boat swayed precariously.  
The rising swell of waves beat against 
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the boat’s hull in a steady rhythm like a 
compelling dance.  Just then, the night sky 
exploded in a savage crack of lightning 
followed by booming thunder overhead.  

The angry black swirling waters around 
us was threatening to swallow up the tiny 
boat we were in. Rowing the boat and 
struggling to keep it from capsizing was 
taking a toll even with twelve strong and 
able-bodied men aboard.  Is this how our 
lives will end?”
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The disciples in Matt 14:22-33 
and Mark 6:45-51 were alone in 
a boat out at sea in the middle of 
the night.  They suddenly found 
themselves in the middle of a 
formidable and menacing storm 
that was gaining momentum.  
They were gripped with fear, 
panic and despair as they faced 
the realization that they might 
not survive this storm.  Worst 
of all, Jesus was not on the boat 
with them. 

Like the disciples, we are 
also caught in a storm called 
“COVID-19” which came 
suddenly and blindsided most 
of us.  Many people were 
badly affected, financially or 
emotionally, by the long periods 
and stop-start nature of the 
lockdowns and restrictions.  Not 
a day passed without grave and 
discouraging news about the 
rising number of infections or 
death toll.  

Many asked themselves: “how 
long more before life can go 
back to normal?”

Just when we think that we 
have the virus under control, a 
deadlier and more contagious 
mutation shows up, making us 
question the necessity and/or 
efficacy of all these best-laid plans.  As 
the pandemic dragged on, the extended 
periods of minimal face to face fellowship 
and social interactions made many feel 
isolated, alone and discouraged.     

“Take courage!  It is I.  Do not be 
afraid,” Jesus says.

The storm was still raging when Peter 
got out of the boat and walked on the 
water towards Jesus.  But when he turned 
his gaze away from Jesus and looked at 

the wind instead, he became afraid and 
began to sink.  Jesus said to him, “You of 
little faith, why did you doubt?”

The Lord Jesus appeared in the nick 
of time to save the disciples – just when 
they had exhausted all their strength 
and was probably bracing themselves 
for imminent death.  The very minute 
Jesus climbed into the boat, the wind died 
down and the sea became calm. 

Is the Lord Jesus in our “boat” today?  
Are we looking at our circumstances 
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instead of looking at Jesus?

The only way to calm the storm in our 
hearts is to – 

1. Keep looking at the Lord Jesus and 
not at our circumstances.  

Those whose thoughts are fixed on the 
Lord and who trust in Him will have 
perfect peace (Isa 26:3).  This is the kind 
of peace that surpasses all understanding, 
a supernatural peace that one can rest 
in when everyone is panicking.  It is a 

peace that is born out of our 
confidence in our all-knowing, 
all-good and all-powerful God, 
not in our human abilities or 
human wisdom. 

2. Invite Jesus into our “boat”.
He is standing at the door of 

our hearts and knocking.  If 
you hear His voice, open the 
door and invite Him in.  Then 
He will come in and dine with 
you just like friends sharing a 
meal together (Rev 3:20).  For 
His abundant grace is all that 
we need to overcome every 
challenge and His power works 
best in our weakness (2 Cor 
12:9).

3. Don’t doubt His promises to 
us in the Bible. 

He has promised in Isa 41:10 
and many other Scriptures that 
He will strengthen us, help us 
and uphold us in His righteous 
right hand.  Therefore, we need 
not be afraid or dismayed.  Trust 
in the Lord.

Stay in God’s presence at all 
times.  The Lord knows and 
understands our human frailty.  
He sent the Holy Spirit to help 
us in our weakness (Rom 8:26a) 

and guide us into all truth (John 16:13a).

Will you say this prayer with me?

“Lord Jesus, I thank you for your sacrifice 
on the Cross for me.  I believe in You. 
I trust in You because You have never 
forsaken or abandoned those who seek 
You and put their trust in Your Name.  I 
surrender all my fears and worries to 
you because I know that Your plans are 
to prosper me and not to harm me, plans 
to give me a hope and a future.  In Jesus’ 
Name I pray. Amen” 
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Rashina recalls the inspiring 
life of her father Hossein 
Soodmand, who was martyred 
in Iran in 1990.

I came to know Jesus as a young 
child through the example of my 
father and mother in Iran.

My father, Rev Hossein Soodmand, became a 
Christian in the early 1960s and was the leader of 
the Assemblies of God churches in Mashad, a city 
in the west of Iran.

My father led a church in the basement of 
our house, and also many other home groups.  I 
vividly remember all the people whose lives were 
changed because of the impact of his ministry.  As 
a result, he was persecuted by the authorities.

“I am a follower of the great shepherd of the 
sheep, our Lord Jesus Christ, and I am ready to 
sacrifice my soul for my sheep,” said my father.  
“For me to escape from this persecution would 
cause the hearts of my flock to become cold and 
weak.  And I never want to be a bad example 
for them.  So, I am ready to go to prison and, if 
necessary, to give my life.”

My father was utterly committed to the Lord 
and to His sheep. His love for God ran deeper than 
the natural instinct for self-preservation.  

“I am ready to sacrifice 
my soul for my sheep”

In every circumstance of his life, he never 
betrayed his Master.  He took up his own cross, 
denied himself, and followed his beloved Lord, for 
which he was arrested.

“In a strange way my father’s martyrdom 
strengthened my faith, as I knew he had died 
as a soldier in God’s army.”

I was just 13 years old when my father was 
executed (hanged) in Mashhad prison on 3 
December 1990, for his Christian faith and service, 
without the knowledge of his family.  He was 
buried in a part of the graveyard where we were 
not even allowed to erect a headstone.

Experiencing the tragedy of losing my father at 
such a young age, I could have become full of self-
pity.  But in a strange way, my father’s martyrdom 
strengthened my faith instead, as I knew he had 
died as a soldier in God’s army.

Cover 
Story 
- Christian 
Martyrs
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I wrote a letter to God, promising to serve Him 
as my father had done.  I came to England to 
attend Bible college, and there met my husband, 
Rev Amir Bazmjou.  Now, 29 years have passed 
since I dedicated that letter to God – and during 
these years, He has led me faithfully step by step 
and has shown me His plans. 

Rashin and her husband Amir are the founders 
of Torch Ministries, whose vision is to see Farsi 
speakers follow the Lord Jesus, be transformed, 
restored, discipled and serve the Kingdom of God.

When I last saw my father …

  One autumn morning in October 1990, I woke 
up with a strange sense of joy that drove out the 
intense sadness that had ruled my young 13-year-
old heart for so many days.

Before my father’s arrest, I had always known 
this joy.  It was the simple joy a young girl had 

Cover Story

when she is with her family and of being in her 
own home.  Now I was about to feel this joy again, 
not in our home this time, but in the visiting room 
of our city’s prison.  For me, this didn’t matter – I 
was going to see my dad.  I was so happy!

My mum was blind and so when we arrived, 
we had to hold her hand firmly to lead and guide 
her to the visitors’ room.  We were told to wait in 
the room where we would shortly be meeting our 
dad.  When he arrived after a few minutes, we 
hugged him with uncontainable joy and started 
crawling all over him, telling him about anything 
and everything.

Dad asked about school and what we were 
doing.  He talked in his usual loving tone, but also 
with authority, emphasizing that we should study 
well and work hard.  We were all very happy and 
so was my father, although he seemed a little 
strange that day. 

When it was time to go, my siblings and I were 
confused.  We didn’t know why we had to ask 
someone else’s permission to see our father and 
why someone else should decide how long we 
could see him.  

I knew my father was a good man.  He would 
go and visit people who needed help, riding his 
bicycle for hours until he reached their homes.  He 
pedaled with legs that suffered from varicose veins.  
He did this because he was a follower of Jesus, 
and he said that Jesus was not interested in empty 
words.  Jesus wanted men and women of action.

Alas, we had no choice but to say goodbye and 
be separated from him.  As we were walking 
away, we looked back to see my father’s face 
one more time that day.  He was standing in the 
doorway.  We held his gaze and looked into his 
eyes filled with tears. One drop rolled down his 
cheek which touched me deeply and made me 
miss him again even though we had just seen him. 

We thought at the time that his were tears of 
longing, but 2 weeks later, when we were told of 
his execution, we realized that those tears were 
not because of our temporary separation and 
passing sadness.  He shed those tears because he 
somehow realized that that was the last visit he 
would receive from his loved ones. 

That day, my father was given a choice - to 
choose between his blind wife and children on 
the one hand, and his faith in Christ on the other.  
He would choose Christ, a choice that would 
require action on his part.  In his case, the faith 
that expresses itself in works meant that he had to 
lay down his own physical life for his Lord.  The 
ultimate price he had to pay for loving Christ is to 
stand firm on his faith even if that meant physical 
death and physical separation from his family. 

I am proud he chose Christ. 

“

”

”Article by Release International as adapted by Goshen
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TestimoniesTurning Scars 
Into Trophies

I was 15 years 
old when I 
decided to follow 
Christ.  My 
parents, who were 
hostile towards 
Christianity, were 
livid with fury 
when they found 
out.  My dad called 

it a Western religion and often 
made fun of a male Christian friend 
of his. 

Every Sunday morning, I had to 
sneak out of the house quietly to 
go to church.  When I returned 
home, my mom would beat me 
with a cane or a thick bamboo pole. 
There were times when, in fits of 
rage, she would just walk into my 
room and destroy my books.  Other 
times, she would push me out of the 
house and lock me out.  There were 
also many occasions where I had 
to go hungry because she would 
deliberately offer all the food she 
cooked to the idols at my family 
altar, knowing full well that as a 
Christian, I would not eat any food 
offered to idols. 

Though fearful of my parent’s 
wrath, the persistent persecution 
drove me closer to God as I sought 

comfort and encouragement from 
Him.  On many occasions, I felt the 
comforting assurance that He was 
with me.  I resolved not to give 
up or give in but to turn the cane 
marks and bruises on my body into 
trophies of victory instead.  As I did 
so, I began to pray and contend for 
my family’s salvation.

The Lord is good and faithful. 
Decades later, my dad received 
salvation not long before he died.  
He wept tears of joy on the day of 
his baptism. My mom gave her life 
to Christ as well and was baptised 
two years before she was called 
home to be with the Lord.

I am now contending for the 
salvation of my eldest brother  
and his family.  In His time, I  
know that His promises to save  
my entire household will come  
true. 

Sharon Chee
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Testimonies

His Glory like Fireworks 
Blazing Brightly in the 

Night Sky
I grew up in a small 

town in Malaysia. My 
paternal grandfather 
was a fortune teller and 
my parents and relatives 
were not Christian.  My 
parents divorced when I 
was very young and I was 

sent to live with my relatives after they 
divorced. 

I gave my life to the Lord Jesus Christ 
when I was 12 years old. When the 
relatives I was living with found out 
about my conversion, they were furious.  
They scolded and insulted me and 
forbade me from going to church.  They 
also urged my father to beat me in order 
to stop me from going to church. 

Deeply moved by God’s immense love 
for me and feeling a sense of belonging 
in the church community, I found 
strength in Him to stand firm in my 
faith and to endure the persecution 
with patience.  Oftentimes, I would hide 
myself in my room and prayed to the 
Lord Jesus to help me.  

I would also hide my Bible outside my 
neighbor’s house before going home so 
that no one would know that I went to 
church. 

When I was 17, I was offered 
a sponsorship by my church for 
discipleship training but my mother was 
so enraged that she threatened to throw 
a chair at me to break my legs if I took 

up the offer.  She would regularly hit 
me and my sister with belts and clothes 
hangers so much so that I was afraid to 
defy her. In the end, I did not attend the 
training. Nevertheless, I kept my faith.  

There were ups and downs in my 
Christian walk but God was always 
faithful and gracious.  After I left 
Malaysia and moved to Singapore, my 
mother and sister eventually received 
salvation and were baptized.  Even 
my half-sister from my father’s 2nd 
marriage is now a believer married to a 
pastor in November 2019.

Although I grew up 
with a lot of brokenness, 
chaos and pain, the 
Lord was able to restore 
my life and to make 
me whole.  Seeing how 
He also blessed those 
around me made me think of a fireworks 
display – His glory is like an explosion of 
dazzling colors, glitter and sparks in the 
night sky that float or tumble down like 
a scarlet waterfall or glittering shower.  
Such unspeakable joy!

Today, I am happily married to a 
wonderful man who came from a 
Christian family and I love God more 
than I have ever loved Him before.  He is 
so real to me and He is working in ways 
that are unimaginable.  All glory to God!

Michelle Lim
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Project 
- Bless 
Pakistan

Project 1:

Kalasha Sewing 
Kit for Women

Target Funds Needed: S$2,882.88
Shortfall as at 16th August 2021: 

S$2,352.88

Project 1:

Kalasha Sewing 
Kit for Women

Target Funds Needed: S$2,882.88
Shortfall as at 16th August 2021: 

S$2,352.88

Gifts towards ‘Project – Bless Pakistan’ can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project:
(1) Bless Pakistan – Kalasha Sewing Kit for Women, or (2) Bless Pakistan – Legal Aid for Persecuted Christians.
In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!

AIM OF PROJECT:
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AIM OF PROJECT:

• To provide free legal aid and assistance for victims of persecution. To represent and assist them in 
the courts and police stations, conduct habeas or recovery missions in cases of kidnapping, illegal 
detentions, and forced marriages or prostitution.

Project 2:

Legal Aid for 
Persecuted Christians
Target Funds Needed: S$3,740.88 
Shortfall as at 16th August 2021:
S$3,110.88

Project 2:

Legal Aid for 
Persecuted Christians
Target Funds Needed: S$3,740.88 
Shortfall as at 16th August 2021:
S$3,110.88

A beneficiary of the legal aid project is Mohan*:

Mohan, an elder of the church, works 
as a salesman in a small shop in the 
district of Gujranwala.  He has very 
minimal education, cannot write and 
does not know how to operate a smart 
phone.  

Someone sent a picture, that was 
deemed to be disrespectful, to Mohan’s 
handphone. Someone else in cahoots with 
the sender then maliciously shared the same picture 
with others from Mohan’s handphone while he was 
busy serving customers in the shop and did not notice 
what was going on.  On 5th August 2020, a police case 
was registered against Mohan.  

Things took a turn for the worse when a mob 
of about 3,000 people surrounded Mohan’s house 
with his parents, wife and two young daughters 
(aged 5 and 3) inside.  They beat him up and would 
have set them and their house on fire if not for the 
intervention of local police officials who prudently 
sent Mohan to the District jail in Gujranwala.

The Voice of the Martyrs’ team in Pakistan is 
assisting Mohan and his family.

Would you partner us in praying for and giving 
towards Project Bless Pakistan to help our beloved 
brothers and sisters-in-Christ in Pakistan overcome 
their challenges, be strengthened in their faith and, 
in turn, be effective witnesses and ambassadors for 
Christ? 

• To provide Kalasha women with an opportunity to be trained with sewing 
skills so that they can earn an income to support their families.

* Name changed to protect the identity of the individual
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Volunteer 
with Us

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week, 
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis 
(for events & activities).
You can help us in the following areas:

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.

Testimony of a Goshen volunteer :
“I have been volunteering regularly at Goshen’s events since 2017.  I help to manage the ‘Book Table’ 
promoting the sale of books featuring stories of persecuted Christians. Through their events and activities, 
I am privileged to meet and hear first-hand testimonies of believers who have suffered persecution as 
a result of their faith.  Listening to their testimonies has strengthened my own faith.  I now know that 
persecution is real and I no longer take the religious freedom I have been enjoying in Singapore for 
granted.  It has been an eye-opener and a great joy helping out at Goshen’s events.”  (Auntie Elsie) 
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Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Sep/Oct 2021
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(14th Sep & 12th Oct)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


