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Word from

Goshen International
Ministries
Dear Valued Supporters,

How serve
e can

The profound pain and sorrow,
especially of losing someone you
dearly love, can be decapitating and
mind-numbing. The intense grief can either
turn you towards your faith or away from it.
The Word of God tells us that the Lord knows
the troubles and grief we are going through and
that He always stands ready to listen to our cries
and to lift us up if we would only turn to Him.
The helpless can entrust themselves to Him because
He is a Helper of the fatherless (Psalm 10:14).
In this issue, we see how a grandmother courageously held on to the Lord
and found the strength to continue living and trusting God even after losing
her daughter and grandson to the Easter Sunday bombing in Sri Lanka
in 2019. She found comfort in Christ after witnessing four out of her five
children and a granddaughter suffer horrendous physical injuries in the
bombings.
It is our prayer that you will be encouraged not to be bitter or depressed,
but to run to where true help, rest and refuge can be found -- under the
shelter of the Lord our God (Psalm 91:1-2).
We pray that you will continue to remember our persecuted brothers and
sisters in Christ by way of prayer, giving of financial support, or by sending
letters of encouragement to them so that they will be assured that they are not
forgotten or alone.

VOICE of Persecuted
Christians

w

You

We will love the opportunity
to visit your church or small
group to raise awareness of the
plight of persecuted Christians
among those in your circle of
influence. We can share in
your services or meetings, run
mission booths and conduct
interesting activities for people
of all ages. By inviting us, you
may be playing an important
part to support our persecuted
brethren.
Contact us at 6456-0042
or email:
admin@gosheninternational.org
for more information.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are
doing.
Blessings!

Give a Love Offering

Scan the QR code for a soft copy
of this newsletter!

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:
1) Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339
Account : 508-308962-001
2) Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
3) By Cheque issued in favour of
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191
(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)
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Scan to donate
via PayNow!

From Our
Heart

In The Secret
I remember that in my younger days, I
use to have a secret hideout at home that
none of my family members knew about.
My mom used to keep a huge laundry
basket underneath the ironing table that
was the size of a table for four persons at a
quiet and secluded part of the house near the
backyard. Whenever I did something wrong
and my mom was screaming and chasing me
with a cane, I would jump into this laundry
basket, cover myself with the yet-to-be ironed
clothes and stay very still and silent. I kept
silent for as long as I could so much so that I
sometimes fell asleep in the basket.
My mom would be fuming mad when she
could not find me anywhere inside the house,
the garden or backyard. After a while, she
would cool down and carry on with her
household chores and cooking. That’s when I
would come out of hiding.
That laundry basket that was full of clothes
and the ironing table protected me from
many punishments and my mom’s rage.

VOICE of Persecuted Christians

Do you also have a ‘secret place’ where
you can run to and hide when the going gets
tough and you don’t have the strength to
carry on anymore?
Have you ever been ridiculed or called
degrading names because you are a Christian
and you refused to participate in the
licentious lifestyle of some worldly friends?
Have you been by-passed for a promotion
because you refused to compromise on
Biblical principles like honesty and integrity?
When the pressure is extremely great,
have you ever felt like you wanted to give
up? Are you tempted to conform to the ways
of the world just so that people would stop
persecuting you? If this is how you feel, then
you need to go into the ‘secret place’.
What then is the ‘secret place’?
On more than one occasion, the Bible talks
about a ‘secret place’ or ‘dwelling’ or ‘shelter’
that believers can run to and take refuge in.
That ‘secret place’ that the Lord is referring
to is obviously not a physical geographical
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location. There may be physical places that
you can retreat to, such as a room or corner
of your house or a place in a garden or a
rooftop where we can have some solitude
away from people.
But the ‘secret place’ that the Scripture
refers to is not limited to a physical location.
Rather, God is referring to a “place” in our
heart where we can have time alone with
Him.

can find rest and peace despite the trying
circumstances we are in, and a place where
He strengthens and moulds us and transforms
our character to be more like Christ.
We are like rechargeable batteries. We
start our day fully charged but our energy
levels get depleted as the day wears on
and the challenges and attacks we face
keep mounting. If we want to survive the
following day, we would have to re-charge
our battery. Going into the ‘secret place’ to
have one-on-one time with God alone is akin
to re-charging our rechargeable battery. It
fills us with strength, hope, and the right
perspective that will help us through another
day of new and/or tougher trials ahead.

How do we enter and remain in the secret
place?
In the early morning, while it was still dark,
Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to
a secluded place, and was praying there. (Mark
1:35) (NASB)
On more than one occasion, during His time
on earth, we find the Lord Jesus deliberately
retreating from the hustle and bustle of
daily life to spend time alone with God. Jesus
recognised the importance of communing
with God in the ‘secret place’, which is why
He guarded it very jealously. He knew that it
is in the ‘secret place’ that God’s children can
find shelter from the storms of life and refuge
from our enemies.
The ‘secret place’ with God is like a fortress,
a military stronghold where no enemy can
break in, and where we come into a state of
peace amidst trials, challenges, attacks and
persecution.
For in the day of trouble He will hide me in
His shelter; In the secret place of His tent He
will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock.
(Psalm 27:5) (AMP)
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most
High, will remain secure and rest in the
shadow of the Almighty [whose power no
enemy can withstand]. (Psalm 91:1) (AMP)
The ‘secret place’ is where we can feel
secure enough to be absolutely vulnerable
and honest with God, a place where we
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1. Pray & Praise
We pray to connect with God, like having
a conversation with Him – we talk and He
listens, then He talks and we listen. It is not
about giving Him a list of all the things we
need, then say amen and carry on with our
daily routine. Instead, ask the Lord, “What
do You want to say to me today?”
Praise God and give thanks to Him for all
that He has done for you. When we praise
God, we focus on His attributes, His goodness,
His sovereignty, His power. As we keep our
focus on God, our jaded perspective on life’s
challenges begin to change. We then begin
to view our lives from an eternal perspective
and the earthly struggles and frustrations
begin to lose significance.

2. Read the Bible
For a start, pick a version that is easy
to understand, or one that comes with a

From Our Heart

Bible commentary with explanations of
the meaning of certain passages. Read a
little every day, slowly increasing as time
progresses.

3. Listen to what God has to say
Don’t rush through our quiet time with
God. Find a comfortable and secluded place
where we can sit and relax. Let the Lord
reveal to us the ugly, selfish, and un-Christian
innermost thoughts that we keep hidden
away from others. Surrender completely to
Him and allow Him to correct, guide, heal
and transform us.

Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in
the vine, so neither can you unless you abide
in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he
who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
(John 15:4-5) (NASB)

During a particularly trying time in my
life, when even getting out of bed took
an enormous effort, I kept going to the
‘secret place’ again and again because I
needed the strength just to get through
the day.
This song ‘In The Secret’ ministered
to me in a deep way then. The lyrics
comforted me that in the quiet and still
place, where no one understood me, and
no one was there for me, God was there.
I would spend many hours and days,
waiting only for God, waiting to hear His
voice, waiting to find some sort of relief.
And God came through for me as He
promised in the Bible that He would.

In Matthew 26:36-46, at the Garden of
Gethsemane, Jesus went into the ‘secret
place’ three times to pray to the Heavenly
Father. He was grieved and greatly distressed
because He knew the pain and the agony He
would suffer at the Cross. He admonished
his disciples, Peter, James and John, when
he found them sleeping. He told them to
stay awake and keep praying for the spirit is
willing (to do the Father’s will) but the body is
weak. Here, in the ‘secret place’ is where our
Lord Jesus gained the strength to endure the
inconceivable suffering of dying on the Cross
on our behalf.
For many of our brothers and sisters in
Christ who are being persecuted or afflicted
because of their faith, time spent in the
‘secret place’ alone with God could mean
either victory over persecution (the ability to
stand firm in their faith in Christ) or defeat
(to renounce or deny Christ just to end the
suffering).
Don’t just visit the ‘secret place’ for half
an hour or one hour a day.
Make it your dwelling place – live in it
24/7.

VOICE of Persecuted Christians

In The Secret
In the secret, in the quiet place
In the stillness You are there
In the secret, in the quiet hour I wait
Only for You
Cause I want to know You more
I want to know You
I want to hear Your voice
I want to know You more
I want to touch You
I want to see Your face
I want to know You more

This is the link for the above
song : https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=b824RHvApD0
I hope you enjoy this song. But most
importantly, I hope you find Him in the
‘secret place’.
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Hard Pressed But Not Crushed
One year after suicide bombers attacked
churches in Sri Lanka, believers are still
rebuilding their lives, reports Release’s
Linda.
More than 250 were killed and 500 injured
when three churches and three luxury hotels
were bombed on Easter Sunday – leaving
hundreds of families devastated.
On a visit to Sri Lanka following the attack,
I was privileged to spend time with some of
our persecuted Christian families who are
still recovering from the trauma.
I met one Christian grandmother whose
family was caught up in the attack on Zion
Church, Batticaloa. It was clear that she had
been holding everything together for her
family. When she met me, the floodgates
opened as she held on to me and wept. I
could do nothing but cry and hug her until
that wave of grief had passed.
I heard something of her story and how
four of her five children were affected by the
tragedy.
Her eldest son’s only child, her 13-year old
grandson, died in the attack, and her eldest
daughter suffered serious leg injuries. Her
youngest daughter was also badly injured,
with burns to her face, arms and legs. Only
the youngest son escaped unharmed.
But it was the story of the middle daughter’s
family that touched me the most. The
daughter died at the scene whilst her
husband died eight days later. Their 7-year
old daughter was blinded and received
burns to her limbs, but their 10-year old son
escaped unhurt.
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Amazing Faith
The boy was found in the aftermath
of the explosion by one of his aunts, the
grandmother’s eldest daughter. At the time,
he believed that his parents and sister were
all dead, but his words to his aunt in the face
of the unfolding tragedy were, “I think we’d
better pray.” What an amazing, unshakeable
faith from someone so young!
The eldest daughter, unable to have
children herself, is now caring for the
nephew she found after the blast and for
her niece. “God has now blessed us with 2
children,” she told me.
Thanks to your gifts and prayers, our
Release’s partner has been able to provide
practical help and pastoral care to a number
of Christian families who have suffered
greatly as a result of the attacks. Please
continue to pray for these precious believers
who continue to put their trust in God.
While last Easter’s attacks made the
headlines around the world, many pastors
and churches in Sri Lanka continue to face
constant threats and persecution – often by
mobs stirred up by gangs.
One pastor, who leads a church of 100
believers facing escalating harassment
thought it safer for him and his family to
sleep in the church. However, a crowd
attacked the building one night. They threw
large stones through the windows and
damaged the door of the church. One stone
narrowly missed the pastor’s young child, but
caught his wife on the head.

Another pastor had to meet us at a place outside
his own church, because it was too dangerous for
him. He told me how, in 2018, a mob of about 300
violent men surrounded and attacked his house.
The crowd threw stones and kerosene at the house.
Just seconds after his wife moved their baby away
from his cot, the roof came down. The mob left
after police intervened and placed a guard at the
house. Since then, the pastor has been given a
police escort whenever he goes to this area to meet
church members, but he constantly has to change
his schedule and routes.

Cover
Story

Despite these great challenges, however, two
gangsters came to speak with the pastor. They
told him that they wanted to help him – because
they could see the good work he was doing for the
people.
Pray for Sri Lanka:• for all those who are still suffering following last
year’s devastating bomb attacks.
• for Release partners, as they continue to provide
care and support in the name of Jesus.
• that Christians will stand strong in their faith
despite ongoing persecution.

(Article by Release International and adapted by Goshen)

VOICE of Persecuted Christians
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Praying the Scriptures
A powerful tool for getting answers
to prayers that the Lord has given His
children is praying the Scriptures. When
we pray God’s Word back to Him, we are
actually telling God that we believe His
Word is true and that we choose to place
our hope and confidence in Him.
When we pray the Scriptures, we come
into an agreement with Him over the specific
situations that we are praying over.
“This is the confidence we have in
approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us.” (1 John
5:14) (NIV)

8

Praying in accordance to God’s will means
to pray that His will and His purposes be
fulfilled on earth as it is in heaven. Jesus
came down from heaven not to do His own
will but to do the will of the Father Who sent
Him (John 6:38).
Let us, therefore, pray the Scriptures
over our brothers and sisters who are
being persecuted for their faith in Christ,
and release the power of God into their
challenging situations.
(Article by VOM and adapted by Goshen)

owth

A Prayer For Spiritual Gr

that their love may
Heavenly Father, we ask
toward others – especially
abound more and more
them – and that they
those who are persecuting
wledge and discernment
will grow in spiritual kno
e what is excellent and be
so that they may approv
the day of Your Son, Jesus
pure and blameless until
ise of God.
Christ, to the glory and pra
(Philippians 1:9-11)

Prayer

A Prayer For Gospel Opportunity

We pray that You will open a door for
Your Word to go forth in countries wher
e
Christians face persecution. May those who
are persecuted make the mystery of Your
Son
and the gospel message clear to those who
are
persecuting them for Your name’s sake.
(Colossians 4:3-4)

A Prayer For Boldness
We ask that You hear and
take note of the threats that
persecutors of believers are
making against our Christian
brothers and sisters, and that
You will grant them the ability
to continue to speak Your Word
with all boldness.
(Acts 4:29)

A Prayer of
Thanks

A Prayer For
Endurance

cuted
We ask that our perse
will
s
ter
sis
d
an
ers
broth
ghty,
mi
be filled with Your
t
tha
so
gth
en
glorious str
th
wi
re
du
en
can
y
the
full
patience, always being
to
ss
ne
ful
nk
of joy and tha
You, Father.
(Colossians 1:11-12)

We thank You for the
steadfastness and fai
th
of Christians whilst
enduring persecutio
n
and affliction.
(2 Thessalonians 1:3-4)

A Prayer for Kingdom Advancement

Finally, we pray that Your Word may speed ahead of our
Christian brothers and sisters and triumph wherever it goes.
We pray that they will be delivered from wicked and evil
h
men. We know that You, Lord, are faithful. You will establis
give
to
You
ask
We
one.
evil
the
them and guard them against
them peace at all times in every way, and may they know that
You are with them.
(2 Thessalonians 3:1-3, 16)

VOICE of Persecuted Christians
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Join us to bring
the Word of God
to North Korea

Project
“Chosun”
Bibles
for North
Korea

Target Funds Needed :

SGD $7,020.00

Christians in North Korea are not asking
for donations of food or daily necessities.
Neither are they asking for help to secure
their freedom from North Korea

Most North Koreans also do not have the
opportunity to ask people around them for
help because most Christians in the nation
are practicing their faith in secret.

They are willing to endure systematic
starvation, persecution and imprisonment
for a God whose name some are determined
to erase. This is one of the reasons why
North Korea has one of the fastest growing
numbers of new Christians in the world
despite the fact that persecution here has
been the most intense.

So, what do the North Korean believers
need?
TOOLS - so that they can expand the work
of proclaiming the gospel of Christ to more
people in their nation. Voice of the Martyrs
Korea has been printing and distributing
the North Korean Full Study Bibles that is
translated into the North Korean “Chosun”
dialect.
It is difficult for North Koreans to read and
understand the South Korean Bible because
of the 40% linguistic differences between
the North and South Korean language.

This Full Study “Chosun” Bible
contains biblical annotations and a study
commentary that explains some difficultto-understand words like “salvation”,
“revelation”, “sin” and “repentance”.
Funds are needed to print and distribute
these “Chosun” Bibles, and Goshen is pleased
to play a part in raising funds for this
project.
We hope that you will prayerfully consider
joining us in bringing the Word of God to
North Korea.

Contributions can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:
OCBC Bank Code : 7339
Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
(For a direct deposit into our bank account or PayNow, please inform us via email to admin@gosheninternational.org or
call 6456 0042 to facilitate our accountability to you.)
Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address :
My Mail Box (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

God Bless You for your generous contributions.
*In the event that the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund for the persecuted church.

10

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week,
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis
(for events & activities).

Volunteer
with Us

You can help us in the following areas:

WEB
DESIGN

LEGAL
ADVICE

LOGISTICS/
TRANSPORT

MISSIONARY

AMBASSADOR

ADMIN

EVENTS/
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHER

We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated,
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ.
We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage
others in the same situation not to give up hope.
Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.

“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him
as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” (Hebrews 6:10) (NIV)

VOICE of Persecuted Christians
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Goshen International
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ,
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Sep/Oct 2020
Date/Day/Time

Venue

Event

Tuesday
8pm – 10pm

Online and by invitation only

GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING
for Persecuted Christians.

(8th Sept & 13th Oct)

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue,
you will be notified via email.

Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.
© Goshen International Ministries Ltd
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at
admin@gosheninternational.org.
Our ministry partners are Voice of the Martyrs and Release International.
To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.
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