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“But you will receive power and ability when 
the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be 
My witnesses (to tell people about Me) both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and 
even to the ends of the earth.”

(Acts 1:8)
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Dear Beloved Supporters,

Our Lord Jesus Christ set the example of what it means to 
disciple others.  He chose His disciples to walk alongside Him, 
teaching them the ways of God through His lifestyle, the way He 
interacted with others, the choices He made in life so that they 
could understand what His priorities were.

A disciple of Jesus is one who hears, believes, loves and obeys 
Him.  In the process of following Him, His disciples become 
more and more like Him in nature and character. 

We are all called to be disciple makers.  

You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed 
by many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other 
trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others 
(2 Tim 2:2).

A team of Christian women in Uzbekistan has been doing just 
that by faithfully and quietly planting churches and discipling 
others. They do so in spite of the fact that they live in an 
environment that is inhospitable to the work of gospel ministry.  

We pray that you too will receive power and ability (Acts 1:8) 
to be His witnesses and to fervently disciple others by walking 
alongside them and sharing your life and resources with them.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as 
in fact you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER

“Any kingdom divided against itself 
will be ruined, and a house divided 
against itself will fall” (Luke 11:17).

One battle strategy that has been 
employed by countless number of people 
down through the ages is to ‘divide and 
conquer’.  There is a popular saying that, ‘if 

you can cause divisions amongst the enemy 
camp, you’ve won half the battle because 
a kingdom divided against itself will be 
ruined.’

As the Lord knows all too well how His 
enemies use this tool to cause divisions 
in His church, He inspired His servant, 
the apostle Paul to exhort the church in 
Titus 3:9 to not to get involved in foolish 



discussions about spiritual pedigrees or in 
quarrels and fights about obedience to the 
Law.   Persistently being caught up in futile 
discussions yield little value to the believer 
and serves no eternal purpose for the 
Kingdom of God. 

Some believers spend much time and 
energy quarrelling and arguing over 
trivial matters, or who is a better and 
more superior and anointed teacher/
leader/preacher, or whose church is “the 
best”.  Others argue and disagree over 
issues that are of little consequence to the 
advancement of His Kingdom 

These disputes can cause disorder and 
deep-seated animosity within the Body of 
Christ.  

In 1 Cor 1:10-12, Paul was disappointed 
to discover that the church in Corinth 
was quarrelling and contending with 
one another over who is following which 
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leader/preacher/apostle.  This led to the 
Church in Corinth being divided into 
different factions or groups according to 
their preferences for different leaders.  

Instead of spending time in prayer, 
meditating on the Word of God, growing in 
faith and spiritual maturity, they were busy 
arguing and comparing with one another. 

GOD IS THE WISEST OF THEM ALL. 
Where does this leave the philosophers, the 

scholars, and the world’s brilliant debaters? 

God has made the wisdom of this world 
look foolish (1 Cor 1:20). 

To appreciate and apprehend the depth 
of God’s wisdom and strength, 1 Cor 1:25 
puts it this way – the ‘foolish’ plans of God 
is wiser than the wisest of human plans, 
and God’s ‘weakness’ is stronger than the 
greatest of human strength.
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So, who are we to boast 
that we are following the 
best leader or we are the 
ones who truly belong 
to Christ because we 
follow such a leader.  
If we must boast, we 
should boast only 
about the Lord (1 Cor 
1:31).

If we, as believers, are 
constantly bickering and 
jealous of one another, 
then we are still being 
controlled by our sinful nature 
and thus, living like the pagan 
people of the world (1 Cor 3:3)?  

As we journey with the Lord, we should 
be growing in spiritual maturity and we 
should be increasingly transformed into 
the likeness of Christ instead of regressing 
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From Our Heart

or reverting back to being 
dominated by our old 

sinful nature before we 
received salvation in 
Christ. 

ONE BODY, ONE 
FAMILY

The apostle Paul 
pointed out that 

believers in Christ are 
all parts of one body 

(Rom 12:5).  And God 
put all things under the 

authority of Christ and made 
Him the Head over all things in 

the Church (Eph 1:22-23).

Since we, as believers in Christ, are all 
born-again into the same family, we are 
called to one hope, one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, with God the Father above and 
over all things.  So, we should make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace (Eph 4:4-6).  

Don’t let envies, jealousies or 
disagreements tear us apart and cause 
irreparable damage to relationships 
between fellow brothers and sisters-in-
Christ, leading some to leave the church or 
worse, leave the faith.

There is no need to compare and compete 
with one another because God has given 
each of us a different set of giftings.  The 
purpose is to equip us to fulfill what He has 
specifically called us to do for the benefit 
of the Body of Christ.  God made the whole 
body fit together perfectly such that when 
each part does its own special work, it 
helps the other parts grow.  Then the whole 
body is healthy and growing and full of 
love (Eph 4). 

God’s Word tells us that three things will 
last forever – faith, hope and love – and the 
greatest of these is LOVE (1 Cor 13:13).

Let us therefore love and care for each 
other as Christ loved us – be humble, 
gentle, patient with one another, making 
allowance for each other’s faults out of love 
for them. 
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Sisterhood of 
Undercover 
Disciple-Makers

Cover 
Story

In Uzbekistan’s culture, women can 
almost go unnoticed, leading hard lives 
of unending work around the home 
or farm.  So when visitors appear, 
especially during the long, cold winters, 
women are usually glad to take a break 
and drink tea with a newcomer.

A team of Christian women in Uzbekistan 
is using this approach to quietly plant 
churches.  They began the work prior to 
2017, when government opposition to 
Christianity was intense. This method of 
reaching out to the unreached have helped 
them and are still helping them escape the 
notice of those in the community who are 
opposed to the gospel.

Olma came to faith two decades ago and 
immediately started several house churches 
with her husband.  When authorities 
threatened to imprison them, they moved 
to another city.  When the police came after 
them again, they moved to yet another city.  
Everywhere Olma went, she taught new 
believers and led house fellowships.  “I like 
it when I see people come to Christ and 
their life changes,” she said.  “My biggest 
desire is revival in God’s Kingdom.  My 
passion is to train more leaders.  That way 
I can make disciples and send them back to 
their own communities.”



VOICE of Persecuted Christians 7

THE “UGLY” SISTER
One of Olma’s leaders in the disciple-

making group, a woman named Umida, 
came to faith through the witness of her 
older sister, whom Olma had led to Christ.  
Umida’s brother had always mistreated her.  
At every opportunity, he would tell her that 
she was the ugliest girl they had ever seen.  
When Umida heard the Good News through 
her older sister, she joyfully placed her 
faith in Christ.  “It was easy for me to accept 
the gospel,” she said, “because I need peace 
and freedom.”

Umida’s sister have made it a practice to 
visit her once a month where they eagerly 
study and read the Bible together.  But 
when Umida’s brothers learned about her 
new faith, they started to beat her.  Her 
oldest brother took her Bible away from 
her and buried it.  Umida remained faithful, 
however, and soon got a new Bible from 
Olma.

Determined to discourage their sister’s 
newfound faith, Umida’s brothers burned 
the replacement Bible.   They destroyed 
a total of six Bibles over the next several 
years by breaking into the locked box in 
Umida’s room where she kept her Bible.  
Despite the frequent beatings and ridicule 
from her brothers, Umida continued to 
grow in faith.

Eventually, after discovering that one of 
her brothers planned to force her to marry 
a 78-year-old man and become his third 
wife, she decided to leave home and moved 
in with Olma and her husband, both of 
whom discipled her for two months. 

When Umida returned to her hometown, 
she started visiting a nearby village, 
where she drank tea with other women 
and shared the gospel.  “For 10 years, I 
didn’t laugh at all,” she said.  “After coming 
to Christ, my heart was full of joy, and I 
wanted to share this joy with other people.”

Because of the difficulties Umida endured 
in her family, she relishes the opportunity 
to help younger Christians in similar 
situations.  “I know what persecution is 
like,” she said, “and for this reason I like 
to pray for people who are experiencing 
persecution. I like to walk that path 
together with them.”

FROM DESPAIR TO PEACE
Another of Olma’s leaders, a woman in 

her twenties named Shirin, lived for years 
with an abusive stepfather.  When Shirin 
had lost all hope and was contemplating 
suicide, a Christian shared the gospel with 
her and her mother, both of whom soon 
placed their faith in Christ.  “After coming 
to Christ, He gave me peace in my heart,” 
Shirin said.  “My heart has been totally 
changed.”
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However, when Shirin’s stepfather found 
out about her faith, he threw her out of the 
house.  It was then that Shirin met Olma 
at a house church meeting and eventually 
joined her team of disciple-makers, sharing 
a home with Umida and several other 
believers whose families had rejected them 
because of their Christian faith. 

Eventually Shirin’s stepfather also 
threatened her mother with an ultimatum: 
“Choose me or your daughter and Christ,” 
he said.  “If you choose your daughter 
and Christ, get out of my house.”  Shirin’s 
mother chose Christ and now lives in an 
apartment near Shirin.

Though it has been difficult, Shirin said 
her experience taught her how to forgive 
others.  “God has helped me work on my 
character,” she said.  And although she 
would offer her stepfather forgiveness if 
she saw him, she said she would never live 
with him again.  “My life and my mother’s 
life with Jesus Christ is very beautiful now,” 
she explained.

Both Umida and Shirin are key leaders in 
Olma’s network of female disciple-makers.  
They divide each village and house church 
between them and regularly study the 
Bible together.  While they can share and 
practice their faith openly in some villages, 
the women still experience significant 
persecution in some other communities. 

Shirin desires to see people put Christ first 
in their lives, have a disciple’s heart and be 
passionate for God.

Umida’s prayer for the groups she leads 
is that they will be firm in their faith and 
continue to “the 20th generation.”  “This 
year I hope to see two more house churches 

Article by Voice of the Martyrs as adapted by  
Goshen International Ministries

started,” she said.  She also hopes that the 
family members who rejected her will 
come to faith in Christ.

Since no one pays them much attention, 
Olma, Umida, Shirin and the other women 
continue their work, tucking Bibles into 
their handbags and meeting around 
kitchen tables to talk about Jesus Christ, the 
true hope of Uzbekistan. 

PRAY FOR UZBEKISTAN

1. Father, we pray for our Uzbek Christian 
brothers and sisters who are persecuted - 
that You will strengthen them, provide for 
their every need, and deliver them from 
their distress.

2. We pray that that Your name may be glori-
fied through the faithfulness and testimo-
nies of these courageous disciple-makers.

3. We pray that You will give believers the 
boldness and endurance to do Your will — 
that their labor may find favor in Your sight.

4. We pray for church and front-line work-
ers — that they will be powerful witnesses 
of Christ and they will be fruitful in their 
ministry.

5. We pray for those who govern and hold 
authority in Central Asia — that they will re-
pent and trust in Christ alone for salvation.

6. We pray that You will give each of us the 
courage  and endurance to do Your will in 
all that we undertake — that our labor may 
find favor in Your sight.

Cover Story
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New Books 
Just In

Project 
Advancing 
the Great 
Commission

Make a difference in the life of a child 
or youth by sponsoring the purchase of a 
tablet so that he or she can acquire a basic 
foundation in English.

For Christian children or youth from 
persecuted communities, this could be the 
one and only opportunity of a lifetime to 
better their lives. 

Project Advancing  
the Great Commission
Aim:

Set up e-learning hubs 
equipped with learning 
devices loaded with intuitive 
and interactive educational 
content to improve literacy, 
numeracy, and life skills.

To reach approximately 5,000 
children and young people 
in persecuted Christian 
communities in Asia, namely 
Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Laos, 
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan and China.

1. 2.

Sponsor a Tablet
Education is the Key That Unlocks Destiny

Gifts towards Project Advancing the Great Commission can be made payable to:
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project: Advancing the Great Commission
In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channeled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!
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Gift  
Store

In some parts of the world, it is that time of the year again where many  
people rush around buying gifts for friends and family.

But for our persecuted brethren living in some places which 
are not too friendly to the gospel message, Christmas can be a 
dangerous time where there appears to be a surge of violence 
against Christians and churches. 

Most of these persecuted believers are already enduring the 
hardships that come with their decision to follow Christ. Going 
through the risk of being attacked during this period of the year 
is an extra burden some of our brothers and sisters in these 
parts of the world have had to endure. 

In light of this, would you prayerfully consider blessing your fellow Christian brothers 
and sisters living in these places by sponsoring a Christmas gift pack that will surely 
bring much cheer and comfort to them? 

Gift  
Store

Blessed to Be a Blessing

Buy a Christmas Pack & bless someone today:

To buy a Christmas pack, you may forward your payment to us via  :- 

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339, Account : 508-308962-001; or
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M; or 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      and mail to My Mail Box (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(Please indicate the specific Christmas pack and the quantity at the back of your cheque, or inform us via e-mail at: admin@
gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to facilitate our accountability to you. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Pack A - $100 Pack B - $300

Pack C - $500 Pack D - $1,000

Buy &/or 
print Bibles 

and Christian 
Literature

Buy provisions 
or groceries 

for persecuted 
families

(e.g. a bag of rice, 
canned food, mineral 
water, clothing, etc)

Pay for 
expenses for 
missions into 
persecuted 

areas
(e.g. air ticket, 

accommodation)

Medical/psychological treatment 
+ medicines for affected 
persecuted families

In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how He himself 

said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
(Acts 20:35)
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WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

LEGAL 
ADVICE

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

Volunteer 
with Us

JOIN US
We would like to call upon helpers to help us at our 
events and activities as and when we need help.  For 
example, on occasions we need volunteers to help us 
man our book tables at special events or things of that 
nature.

We are also looking for Champions to help us do 
research, organise things, distribute Goshen’s bi-monthly 
magazines in the different churches and to share with 
others about Goshen.

If you are able and willing to help us as and when we 
need help or serve as Goshen’s Champions, contact us at 
6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more details.  We would love to meet up with you and 
discuss further!

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.
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Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Nov/Dec 2022
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In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.

We are taking a break and there will be no Goshen Prayer meetings in the 
months of November and December 2022.  We will update all our supporters 

via e-mail when we resume our prayer meetings.


