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“I assure you and most solemnly say
to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains
alone, just one grain, never more.
But if it dies, it produces much grain
and yields a harvest.” (John 12:24)

03

The Greatest
Commandment

06

Danger = Opportunity

A bi-monthly publication by Goshen International Ministries

08

Projects Update
- Thanksgiving

VOICE of Persecuted Christians

GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES / Nov-Dec 2021

Word from

Goshen International
Ministries

VOICE

of
Persecuted Christians

How serve
e can

w

Dear Beloved Supporters,
We thank you for your continued support, love gifts and prayers for
the persecuted church.
2021 has been a trying year for most of us as the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to rear its ugly side. And the difficulties we faced in 2020 are
far from over.
Yet, we can remain in perfect peace because the Lord is our strength
and our shield. We can trust Him with all our heart as we know that
He will help us come through this period of time victoriously (Ps 28:7).
In this issue, we bring you the true story of one Singaporean woman
who fearlessly braved all odds to bring the gospel message of love
and hope to the Afghan people at a time when many of its citizens are
fleeing the country for their safety.

You

We will love the opportunity
to visit your church or small
group to raise awareness of the
plight of persecuted Christians
among those in your circle of
influence. We can share in
your services or meetings, run
mission booths and conduct
interesting activities for people
of all ages. By inviting us, you
may be playing an important
part to support our persecuted
brethren.
Contact us at 6456-0042
or email:
admin@gosheninternational.org
for more information.

We hope that you will be inspired to trust the Lord as much as she
did and begin to experience for yourself how He is able to protect us,
take care of us and provide for us.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact
you are doing.
Blessings!

Give a Love Offering

Scan the QR code for a soft copy
of this newsletter!

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:
1) Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339
Account : 508-308962-001
2) Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
3) By Cheque issued in favour of
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191
(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)
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Scan to donate
via PayNow!

From Our
Heart

The Greatest
Commandment
And Jesus replied to him, “‘YOU SHALL
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH
ALL YOUR HEART, ALL YOUR SOUL,
AND ALL YOUR MIND.’ This is the first
and greatest commandment. The second
is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF (that is,
unselfishly seek the best or higher good
for others).’ The whole Law and the
(writings of the) Prophets depend on these
two commandments.” (Matt 22:37-38)
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This means that if we obey these two
commandments, we are deemed to have
fulfilled the whole Law. Wow! Only two
commandments yet an extremely tall
order to achieve.
LOVING GOD WITH ALL OUR HEART,
SOUL, MIND AND STRENGTH
Have you ever been around two people
who are totally enamored with each
other?
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They respect and cherish one another,
and sincerely desire the best for each
other. They make a commitment to stay
together through thick and thin. When
they are together, they are inseparable
and have eyes only for each other. When
they are apart, they invariably think of
each other constantly and can’t wait for
the next time they meet again to share
what’s in their hearts. The pleasant
memories they built together is what
sustains them during the time they spend
apart from each other.
Our relationship with God should be
the same too.
Is God the center of your focus or is He
just someone you go to whenever you
need something? Is He your priority or
does He have to stand in line behind a
whole list of people and activities before
He can have your attention? Is your
love for Him dependent upon or guided
by your feelings/emotions/mood at that
moment?
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Loving God is an act of the will which
requires a commitment to put Him at
the center of everything we do. It is
about intentionally and proactively
seeking to know and pursue God by
reading and meditating on His Word
and communing with Him. Just like how
a man passionately pursues a woman
he loves. He will make every effort to
know more about her, what she likes
and dislikes, understand why she makes
certain decisions or choices.
This takes a lot of hard work, strength
and perseverance on our part, especially
when there is so much to discover about
God. As John 21:25 says, “the whole
world would not have room to keep the
books that record all the things the Lord
Jesus did”.

From Our Heart

WHY WE LOVE HIM
We love Him because the very purpose
of why He created us is so that we might
love Him in return. It is He who gave
us life (Neh 9:6). And we are His people
and the sheep of His pasture (Ps 100:3).
When we obey His commandments, we
demonstrate our love for Him, in the
process of which we will live and inherit
eternal life (Luke 10:25-28). When we
love and obey Him, we will receive
wisdom and guidance for His Word is a
lamp unto our feet and a light unto our
path (Ps 119:105). He will guide us along
the best pathway for our lives and He
will guide us and watch over us (Ps 32:8).
We, and the generations after us,
will be blessed for He is a faithful God
who keeps His covenant to a thousand
generations and lavishes His unfailing
love on those who love Him and obey His
commands (Deut 7:9). We will know God
and be loved by Him. And He will reveal
Himself to us (John 14:21).
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Our Heavenly Father is a generous,
loving and promise-keeping God. He is
worth loving and worth our sacrifice.
We can trust Him to take care of all our
needs.
In fact, He has already blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
realms because we are united with Christ
(Eph 1:3).
Would you pray with me and recommit your lives to God?
‘Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for loving us and
sending Your only begotten Son into the
world so that I may live through Him (1
John 4:9). Forgive me for being so selfabsorbed instead of living to please You.
Today, I re-dedicate myself to
You and Your purposes for my life. I
will trust You and not lean on my own
understanding. In all my ways I will
submit to You, knowing and trusting that
You will make my path straight. In Jesus’
Name, amen!’
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Cover
Story

Danger =
Opportunity

“Do you want to have your body buried
here or sent back to your home country
for cremation?”
When Beth applied to work in Afghanistan, this
was the first question she was asked by the NonGovernmental Organization she was attached to.
In fact, she had to sign a piece of paper stating
clearly her choice before they would allow her to
enter the country.
This was because Afghanistan was a war-torn
country. Many generations of its citizens have
lived through much violence, bloodshed, chaos
and uncertainty during the countless civil wars in
the nation.
During the time when Beth moved to
Afghanistan, a civil war which started with the
withdrawal of Soviet forces in 1989 and which
ended with the Taliban taking control of the
government in 1996, was raging. All foreign
embassies in Afghanistan were shutting down
operations. Embassy staff and other foreigners
working in Kabul and in other cities were leaving
in droves.
At the time when she moved into Afghanistan
in August 1993, Beth had already been living
in Pakistan for two years. She was serving
the Afghan refugees who fled their country to
neighbouring Pakistan to escape the war when
God called her to Afghanistan itself.
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If I perish, I perish (Esther 4:16)
Beth knew she was going ‘against the flow of
the current’ by moving right into the war zone,
an act many would consider suicidal. She had
already heard many stories of foreigners living
in Afghanistan being murdered or dying under
mysterious circumstances.
One such story was a Christian couple who was
murdered in their own home in 1979, just before
Soviet forces entered and occupied Afghanistan.
The couple’s 2 young children aged below 10 were
in bed at night when visitors came knocking on
their door. When the couple did not show up for
work the next day, concerned colleagues visited
the home only to discover a gruesome find. The
kids had woken up and found their parents’
lifeless bodies in the living room, lying in a pool
of blood. There were several used tea cups on the
table and no sign of a break-in.
It was rumoured that the couple were killed
by a local Afghan friend(s) or someone they
knew. From then on, most foreigners living in
Afghanistan would employ watchmen to guard
their houses at night.
Those stories, frightening as they may be, did
not faze Beth at all because she knew exactly
what she was doing and where God had called her
to be. If need be, she was prepared to die there
serving God.

Cover Story

When the Russians left Afghanistan in 1989,
a vicious civil war erupted as the different
factions fought for power. In January 1994, a
bomb blast erupted in the area Beth was staying
in. For 6 months, rockets and bombs were flying
everywhere. In fact, a rocket bomb exploded in
her home on the very spot she would usually sit in
everyday as she spent time with God. Fortunately,
on the day of the attack, Beth was not at home.
God had miraculously protected her and saved
her life on this one occasion as He had done on
countless other occasions.

In the Chinese language, the word “danger” can
also mean “opportunity” or “a turning point in a
crisis”.
It was during such perilous times, when the
bombs were falling all around, that Beth sheltered
a group of local women and children in the
basement of her house. Seeing that they could be
holed up in the basement for hours, Beth played
a video about Jesus for them to watch using a
generator to power-up the video player.
These were precious moments where she could
share the gospel with an attentive audience with
no fear of grave repercussions from community
members who were opposed to the gospel.
Beth discovered that the more dangerous the
place was, the greater the opportunity to share
the gospel. The locals were curious and wondered
why Beth chose to remain in Afghanistan when
she could have left. Beth explained that if she
were to die, she would go to Heaven and be with
Jesus. She taught them that heaven is a place
reserved for those who come to know Christ as
their Savior; a place where there would be no
more death or sickness or mourning or crying or
pain. They would listen intently and attentively to
her. They would ask Beth to give them a Bible so
that they could find out more about heaven.
The Bible comes alive to people who are caught
up in a situation where there is heavy fighting,
chaos and bombings. These are experiences that
no Bible college can teach or prepare a person
for. Every word and every promise of the Bible
becomes so real to those who are living life on the
cutting-edge.
SMUGGLING BIBLES
Unfortunately, Bibles in the Afghan language
were scarce as were much-needed medicines.
So, every time Beth travelled to Pakistan to buy
medicines, she would also buy Bibles and hide
them inside the boxes of medicine and smuggle
them into Afghanistan.
The journey to Pakistan would be a long and
arduous 13-hour road trip. She would have to
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Our lives are in
God’s hands.
Fear God not man.

leave home at 5am in the morning in order to
reach the checkpoint before sundown.
On one such occasion, she arrived at the checkpoint
late one evening because the van she was in
broke down halfway through the journey. The
immigration desk was already closed. So, she spent
the night in a nearby mosque together with a few
other people who were also stranded out there.
Because it was highly unusual for women in
Afghanistan to travel on their own without a male
companion, the locals were curious about her.
They would initiate a conversation with her which
would lead to her sharing the gospel and the
goodness of God in her life. Every challenge and
difficult situation presented a divine opportunity to
share the gospel and be a blessing to someone.
Our lives are in God’s hands.
Fear God and not man.
“In order to work in Afghanistan, you cannot have any
fear,” Beth says. “When you are prepared to die there,
then you will have nothing to lose.”

How we can pray for our brethren in
Afghanistan :
♥ Pray for believers who will be willing to give up
their lives to stay in Afghanistan to be the salt and
light.
♥ Pray that they know their lives are in God’s hands
and not the Taliban’s.
♥ Pray that genuine believers will be willing to pay
the price and cost of discipleship.
♥ Pray that the presence of foreigners in Afghanistan
will not endanger the lives of locals because of
their association with foreigners, especially if the
foreigners are Christians or if the company they
work in is Christian.
Luke 9:23-25
Jesus said to all of his followers, “If you truly desire to be my
disciple, you must disown your life completely, embrace my
‘cross’ as your own, and surrender to my ways.  For if you choose
self-sacrifice, giving up your lives for my glory, you will discover
true life. But if you choose to keep your lives for yourselves, you
will lose what you try to keep. Even if you gained all the wealth
and power of this world, and all the things it could offer you, yet
lost your soul in the process, what good is that?
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Thank You So Much…
For your compassion and kindness in giving generously and sacrificially
to fellow Christians whom you do not know and have never met – people
who speak a different language and who are from a different culture,
background, educational status and/or social standing from us.

Project
Update

Thank you for regarding them as family, supporting them and interceding
for them. In truth, seen from God’s perspective, they are our family members
indeed.
We pray that you in turn will be greatly blessed by the Lord in every area of
your lives, and in the lives of your immediate and extended family and friends.
May your act of giving open doors for you and usher you into the presence of
the great (Prov 18:16). May you prosper and be refreshed just as you refresh
others (Prov 11:25).
In this connection, thanks to you for your generous support, we are pleased
to announce that we have reached the amount of funds that are needed for the
projects described below.

Kalasha Sewing Kit for Women
These precious ladies are the beneficiaries of “Project
Bless Pakistan - Kalasha Sewing Kit”.
You can see the excitement and enthusiasm on their faces
when they received their personal sewing kits, and when
they were being taught sewing skills that will help them to
earn an income and ensure the survival of their families.

Pray that these ladies will pick up sewing skills with ease. Pray that they will be anointed with
creativity and blessed with dexterous and nimble fingers so that they can create beautiful and
artistic pieces. Pray that every item they sew & sell will fetch a good price.
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Project Update

Legal Aid for Persecuted Christians
Legal actions are usually long-drawn and very expensive.
Defendants in these court cases, especially those who are
falsely accused, undergo a tremendous amount of stress,
both emotional and mental.
Thus, they need the help, support and much prayers from
the Body of Christ. And this is what “Project Bless Pakistan
– Legal Aid for Persecuted Christians” aims to do.
Here are some of the beneficiaries of this project :

In April 2020, 17-year-old college student, Sabrina, was kidnapped by her
neighbour and his friends as she made her way home from college. She was
tortured, raped, and forcibly “married” to her kidnapper. In fact, her kidnapper
had been stalking her for some time before the abduction took place and tried
unsuccessfully to get her to renounce her faith in Christ.
Our ministry partners are assisting Sabrina and her family, and helping them
secure a divorce from her kidnapper.
Someone sent a picture to Mohan’s handphone that was deemed to be
disrespectful to others. While Mohan was busy at work serving customers at his
shop, the person then maliciously took his handphone and shared the picture
with others.
In August 2020, a police case was registered against Mohan. An angry mob of
people went to Mohan’s house and surrounded it. Mohan’s wife and two young
daughters aged 5 and 3 were inside the house too. The mob beat Mohan up
and was about to set them and their house on fire when police intervened and
prudently sent Mohan to the district jail.
Our ministry partners’ team in Pakistan is assisting Mohan and his family.

Mohan

Sheila, a mother of five, and her husband, Ali, used to work in a brick kiln
earning less than $5 a day. Fifteen years ago, Ali’s parents borrowed 30,000
pkr from the brick kiln owner. The debt soon became 5,000,000 because of
accumulating interest. Because of Sheila & Ali’s meagre earnings, repayments
were mostly used to pay off the interest accrued rather than the principal sum
that was owed.
Sheila and Ali were beaten up when they tried to escape from the brick kiln
together with their children. Ali had to be hospitalized for his injuries. And
Sheila and their children were kept in the brick kiln owner’s custody during Ali’s
hospitalization.
Our ministry partners took up the case and successfully secured the release of Sheila and the
children, helped them to re-settle to another location and are also helping them with legal action
against the brick kiln owner and his accomplices.
* Names changed to protect the identity of the individuals.

Take advantage of every opportunity to be a blessing to others,
especially to our brothers and sisters in the family of faith!
(Gal 6:10)

VOICE of Persecuted Christians
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Blessed to
Be a Blessing

Gift
Store

Have you been celebrating Christmas the same way each
and every year – buying gifts for family and friends who
don’t really need more material things, cooking up a feast,
decorating your Christmas tree and singing Christmas carols?
Why not do something additional this year? Consider blessing
someone of a different nationality or culture, living in a country
where they cannot openly profess or practice their faith in Christ.

Buy a Christmas Pack & bless someone today:
Pack A - $100

Pack B - $300
Buy provisions
or groceries
for persecuted
families

Buy &/or
print Bibles
and Christian
Literature

Pay for
expenses for
missions into
persecuted
areas

(e.g. a bag of rice,
canned food, mineral
water, clothing, etc)

Medical/psychological treatment
+ medicines for affected
persecuted families

(e.g. air ticket,
accommodation)

Pack C - $500

Pack D - $1,000

As you give generously and sacrificially to the Persecuted Church, we pray that the
Lord will bless you with much more than you give. As the saying goes: “We can never
out-give God”.
The Lord will bless you with much grace in your life - pressed down, shaken
together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap (Luke 6:38a).

And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in need.
These are the sacrifices that please God
(Heb 13:16)
To buy a Christmas pack, you may forward your payment to us via :1) Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339, Account : 508-308962-001; or
2) Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
3) By Cheque issued in favour of
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
and mail to My Mail Box (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191
(Please indicate the specific Christmas pack and the quantity at the back of your cheque, or inform us via e-mail at: admin@
gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to facilitate our accountability to you. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

10

JOIN US
We would like to call upon helpers to help us at our
events and activities as and when we need help. For
example, on occasions we need volunteers to help us
man our book tables at special events or things of that
nature.

Volunteer
with Us

We are also looking for Champions to help us do
research, organise things, distribute Goshen’s bi-monthly
magazines in the different churches and to share with
others about Goshen.
If you are able and willing to help us as and when we
need help or serve as Goshen’s Champions, contact us at
6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org
for more details. We would love to meet up with you and
discuss further!

WEB
DESIGN

LEGAL
ADVICE

LOGISTICS/
TRANSPORT

MISSIONARY

CHAMPION

ADMIN

EVENTS/
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHER

We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated,
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ.
We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage
others in the same situation not to give up hope.
Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)
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Scan this QR code
and complete the
Google registration
form if you wish to
volunteer with us.
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Goshen International
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ,
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Nov/Dec 2021
Date/Day/Time

Venue

Event

Tuesday
8pm – 10pm

Online and by invitation only

GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING
for Persecuted Christians.

(9th Nov & 14th Dec)

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue,
you will be notified via email.

Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.
© Goshen International Ministries Ltd
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at
admin@gosheninternational.org.
We are members of International Christian Association and part of the Voice of the
Martyrs network.
To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.
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