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Dear Valued Supporters,

Adversity can strike abruptly and 
knock the wind out of anybody.  
Before we have time to recover and 
process what actually happened, 
some other setback may hit us.

Faced with repeated setbacks, 
some people choose to be angry 
with the situation. Some are angry 
with those whom they perceive to 
be the cause of their misfortune. 
Some are angry with themselves for not having the prescience to take 
actions that could have prevented the situation from happening.

We can choose to allow anger to consume us and make us miserable, 
or we can choose to trust the Lord to help us overcome our difficulties, 
and allow Him to turn our setbacks into opportunities for success. In 
other words, we need to change our mindset with respect to how we view 
adversities.

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order 
to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive (Gen 
50:20).

Pastor Akbar, a prisoner of faith, personally experienced how God was 
able to turn his situation around for a greater good. Hearing this man of 
faith say, “I believe it was God’s plan to send me to jail to be a witness for 
Christ,” is an inspiration for many who face other types of trials.

If you are facing a trial today, we pray that you will be encouraged not 
to give up or give in. Know in your heart that our Sovereign God is still in 
control, and that He has promised to strengthen, help and uphold us with 
His righteous right hand (Isaiah 41:10).

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact 
you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!



Generation  
to Generation

From Our 
Heart

On the rare occasion when I had the 
whole house all to myself on a quiet 
Saturday afternoon, I decided to stay home 
and browse through social media for any 
interesting videos to watch.  That was when 
I chanced upon a video of a cute little boy 
about the age of 7 or 8 years old.  He walked in 
front of the camera lens, smiled and called out, 
“Pa, Pa”.  His father walked towards the boy, 
turned around to face the camera and called 
“Pa, Pa”.  The boy’s grandfather walked slowly 
towards them and did the same.  Then the 
great grandfather appeared. Finally, the boy’s 
great-great grandfather joined them.  All five 
individuals stood in a straight line smiling into 

the camera lens.  And that was the end of the 
short video. 

It is exceptionally rare to see all five 
generations in a family together under one roof.  
As I watched the video, I thought to myself, “I 
wish I had 5 generations of family members 
together.  It would have been such an honour 
to be able to meet and relate with my great 
grandfather and great-great grandfather.”  I 
would have asked them a hundred and one 
questions about their life, their upbringing, and 
why they made certain choices and decisions 
they did which subsequently shaped the course 
of my father’s and my life. 
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The parents who lived during Moses’ 
generation knew the Lord and experienced 
first-hand the power of God when they were 
miraculously delivered from slavery in Egypt.  
Yet their descendants did not know the Lord.  
Something must have gone seriously wrong 
in the process of imparting the knowledge of 
the Lord and His ways.  It may not have been 
imparted at all or it may have been done in 
a cursory way or in a diluted manner.  The 
generations that went before may not have 
taken the responsibility of teaching those that 
come after them as seriously as they should 
have. 

This neglect on the part of the Israelites of 
old should give us modern-day Christians 
some pause to reflect on ourselves. We have 
to take stock of where we stand with the Lord 
in relation to the solemn charge to bring our 
children up in the ways of the Lord.  Have we 
done enough to teach our children about the 
Lord Himself, about His character and His 
goodness and His ways?  Have we modelled 
for them the abiding joy that comes with living 
a lifestyle of obedience to Him?  Have we 
nurtured them toward maturity in their faith in 
Christ?  Or do we just leave it to the Church and 
Sunday School teachers to do the teaching? 

Deut 6:1-2 urges us to obey the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord so 
that our children and grandchildren might fear 
the LORD, and keep all His laws all the days of 
their lives so that their days may be prolonged.  

The sense of pride and honour one would 
feel having 5 generations living harmoniously 
under one roof would be augmented if these 5 
generations of family members also know the 
Lord and love Him.  Although we may have no 
control over the salvation of our grandparents 
or great-grandparents who are no longer with 
us, we can decide to make every effort to teach 
and nurture the generations after us to follow 
the Lord.   

God commanded us to teach our children and 
our children’s children the works of God and 
His commandments so that the generations 
after us will put their confidence in God and be 
faithful to Him (Psalms 78:4-7). 

It is a sad observation to note that the 
generation of Israelites that arose after the 
death of Joseph did not know the Lord nor 
His works.  And because of this, they started 
doing evil and worshipping the gods that the 
people living around and among them were 
worshipping (Judges 2:10-13). 

When we are not securely anchored in 
our faith in Christ, it is easy to be swayed 
by current popular trends and beliefs.

As a result of the Israelites’ sin, the anger 
of the Lord burned against them.  God gave 
them into the hands of plunderers and sold 
them into the hands of their enemies, and they 
were severely distressed (Judges 2:14-15).  The 
consequences of sin and idolatry was constant 
defeat in the presence of their enemies. 
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It starts with us.  When we live our lives 
and make decisions in accordance to and in 
obedience to the Word of God, our children will 
also learn to do the same. 

Besides, we are to keep His commandments 
in our heart and teach them diligently to our 
children, and talk about them when we sit in 
our house, and when we walk by the way, and 
when we lie down, and when we rise up (Deut 
6:6-7).  

Therefore, we are to grasp every opportunity 
to speak into the lives of the young people 
that He has put into our care.  Show them by 
word and by example how to live a life fully 
submitted and surrendered to Christ.  

What we say and do, on a daily basis, can 
either turn people to Christ or turn them 
away in disgust.

Discipling others is a long-drawn process 
fraught with much difficulties, pain, 
disappointments and sometimes resistance.  
This is especially so when considerable 
time and emotion have been invested into 
the relationship.  We may feel the pain and 
disappointment when they fail or make 
mistakes that could have been avoided, if only 
they had obeyed the Lord’s commandments. 

However, the remarkable and irreplaceable joy 
and reward of mentoring others far outweigh 
the difficulties. The fulfilment that comes with 
knowing that we have multiplied our godly 
influence in this world is worth the sacrifices 
that comes with taking the responsibility of 
discipling others seriously.  The young person 
you took the time and effort to nurture may, 
later in life, become a soul winner, missionary, 
teacher, pastor or maybe become the parent of 
a great leader in the Kingdom of God.  

The apostle Paul called it ‘good news’ when he 
heard about the people’s faith and love for God.  
He added that, in his distress and affliction, he 
was comforted through their faith (1 Thess 3:6-7). 

From Our Heart
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3 John 1:4
I have no greater joy than this, to hear of 

my children walking in the truth.

Making disciples is a command from the Lord 
(Matt 28:19-20).  It is an intentional act that 
requires much patience, perseverance, and 
most importantly love.  For without love, we 
are like a noisy gong or clanging cymbal, we are 
nothing and we gain nothing (1 Cor 13:1-3).

We are able to withstand the storms in our 
life without crumbling only when our faith is 
deeply anchored in Christ.  And we can only 
anchor our faith in Christ when we ourselves 
personally know Him and have an ongoing 
loving relationship with Him.  

What kind of legacy are we leaving behind for 
our family, our church or our nation? 

How we can disciple our younger generation:

1) Pray
Pray continuously and unceasingly for our 
children, biological or spiritual.  Pray that they 
will have a personal and intimate encounter with 
the Lord, one that they will never forget.  Pray 
that they will taste and experience His goodness 
so that they will not hesitate to put their trust 
and confidence in Him even when they are in the 
midst of a trial or challenging situation.

2) Be a living testimony
Set an example for our children to follow.  
Live out what we preach.  Our non-verbal 
communication, behaviour and how we make 
decisions in life have a greater impact on our 
children than our words alone.

3) Love God first
Joshua 23:11 - So take diligent heed to yourselves 
to love the LORD your God.
Deut 6:5 -  You shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might. 

4) Teach them the Word of God
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge 
(Hosea 4:6) and they go into exile for their lack 
of knowledge (Isa 5:13). Our children need to 
know the ways of the Lord before they can walk in 
them.  We need to diligently teach them His ways.  
Don’t wait for the Church to do the teaching and 
don’t let the world teach your children what is 
right and wrong.  The world’s standards of right 
and wrong are not the same as God’s standards.
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David’s Ordeal
Prisoners of faith – such as Pastor 

‘David’ in India – can face unexpected 
dangers when they are sent to prison, 
writes Release’s Kenneth Harrod.

For the past ten years, I have been in 
contact with persecuted pastors, but I was 
unaware of some of the dangers that lurk 
when a pastor is sent to jail.

Recently, however, one of our partners told 
me about a pastor in North India, ‘David’ (not 
his real name), who was falsely accused of 
fraudulent conversion and was remanded in 
custody for a month.

“At the jail David was given a set of prison 
clothes, a bedroll and was allotted a place to 
set his bed on the floor in a large dormitory, 
among 70 other prisoners,” said our partner.  
“Some were convicted, many were in judicial 
custody or awaiting trial.”

Often in prisons, there are gangs linked 
to powerful criminals who intimidate and 
control other prisoners.  As soon as Pastor 
David entered the room, one of these gang 
leaders attacked him immediately. 

“Tell me the truth : what did you do to come 
here?” asked the gangster.  When David told 
them the reason he was imprisoned, some 
of the inmates began threatening him and 
mocking him for his faith in Jesus.

Prisoners 
of Faith
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At that moment, the fear which David felt 
when he was arrested paled in comparison 
with what he now felt in the cell.  “David’s 
month-long experience of jail was sheer 
horror,” I was told.  “Even to this day, the 
memory of that time in jail haunts him.”

David did not have a Bible in prison, but he 
found some torn pieces of one of the gospels, 
perhaps given to and left behind by someone 
inside the jail previously.

‘He kept these precious Scriptures and read 
them every day – finding a little relief from 
the mental torture.’

His mind was so disturbed inside jail that he 
even found it difficult to pray.

I wonder if other pastors in India have had 
similar experiences.  Life in prison for some 
pastors is a horror – more terrifying even 
than being physically assaulted by thugs 
opposed to the Christian gospel.

Please pray for Pastor David and others 
who have committed their lives to Christ 
in India.  Pray for pastors who find 
themselves remanded in custody for their 
bold gospel ministry. Pray that they will 
receive the assistance they need.
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Sharing the gospel  
behind bars

Waseem, a Release partner 
in Pakistan, describes what 
happened when fellow worker 
Pastor Akbar was recently 
detained for six days for standing 
up for persecuted Christians.

Pastor Akbar is an evangelical 
pastor who has worked with 
me since 2004 as an assistant 
administrator in our office.  He is a 
very bold Christian leader, strong 
in faith, with a passion to help 
persecuted believers.

One evening, when he was 
praying in his church, he heard 
a commotion in the street and 
decided to investigate.  He 
discovered that several community 
leaders were trying to take 
possession of a house belonging to 
two members of his church.

Pastor Akbar told the community 
leaders that he knew the owners of 
the house.  He told them that they 
had been living there for the past 20 
years, and questioned the legality 
of the leaders’ actions.  Shortly after 
that, Pastor Akbar was arrested.

Please pray for protection for 
the two brothers whose house 
was being targeted.  Pray that 
they will receive justice. 

MY TIME IN PRISON
Pastor Akbar shares the gospel  
with wonderful results

WEDNESDAY
This is the first time in my life I have been sent to prison.  

My only ‘crime’ was to help two of my church members 
whose property was being forcefully taken away by 
community leaders.  After I told my fellow prisoners that 
I am a pastor and I have not done anything wrong, I was 
mocked and beaten up.

Then I was moved to another tiny cell with ten people.  
The space was cramped, dirty, smelly and very unhygienic.  
But there were several Christians in this cell and I told my 
story to my fellow prisoners.

When I started talking with everyone in the cell, I 
discovered that most of them were there for small crimes 
like pickpocketing, stealing, fighting and so on.  Some of the 
prisoners had completed their sentences but had no one to 
help secure their release. 

In the evening, I suggested that we pray together.  We 
did not have a Bible so I recited some Psalms and sang a 
few Christian songs before praying for all the prisoners 
and even for the jail management.  A guard was listening 
throughout and told his colleagues about our prayers for 
them. 

THURSDAY
At 10am, we were taken to different parts of the prison to 

work.  Everybody was assigned physical tasks.  I was taken 
to the Superintendent who wanted to know more about me.  
After that I was treated better.

SUNDAY
I asked the Superintendent for permission to hold a 

Sunday service, which was granted.  Some 80% of the 
Christian prisoners were allowed to take part, around 160 
prisoners.

We sang psalms and hymns, and I preached for about half 
an hour.  Some 22 prisoners repented and came to the Lord 
– what a joyful day!  Lastly, I prayed for all prisoners, their 
families and for the jail management.  The Christians were 
very happy, since this was the first time a Sunday service 
had been held in the jail.

I was so glad and realised that this was the reason why 
I was in prison.  I believe it was God’s plan to send me to 
jail to be a witness for Christ – and for me to find out more 
about prison life by experiencing it.

Please pray for strength and protection for Pastor Akbar.  
Praise God for the 22 prisoners who responded to the 
gospel message – pray for their ongoing discipleship and 
release in due course.
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Cover Story

(Article by Release International and adapted by Goshen)

YOU & ME
A poem written by John Cao

Pastor John Cao Sanqiang, 
a Christian pastor and 
humanitarian aid worker, is 
currently serving a seven-year 
prison sentence in China. 

He was charged with ‘organising illegal 
border crossings’ when he and several others 
crossed the border between Myanmar and 
China. 

Pastor Cao spent many years serving the 
impoverished community along the border 
between China and Myanmar. He established 
16 schools, which provided educational 
resources to more than 2,000 children. 

Among the group of fellow workers, only 
Cao and another Christian were arrested. It 
is believed that they were targeted for their 
faith in Christ. Pastor Cao wrote this poem in 
prison.

Please pray for Pastor Cao’s early 
release so that he may be reunited with his 
family. 

You can take away my freedom,  
but you can’t take my prayers away.

My prayers have wings and leap over  
the iron mesh high wall.

Many brothers and sisters have heard them.

And they fly freely every day and reach heaven  
on the blue sky.

You can impose heavy punishments on me,  
but you can’t hold my soul and spirit.

They are like cheerful yellowbirds,  
raising gentle praises toward the iron gate.

My Saviour must have heard my voice.

You can deprive me of the sun. 

I eat leftovers with coldness every day,  
but you can’t extinguish the brightness  
that the Lord has placed in my heart.

Read the full poem at : https://releaseinternational.org/
lockdown-resource/john-cao/



GOSHEN  INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES / Nov-Dec 2020

10

Have you been blessed by the Lord with a roof over 
your head, food on the table, clothes on your back, and 
friends and family who love and support you? 

For some, a ‘roof over their head’ is a tiny prison cell 
because they are persecuted for sharing the gospel. For 
others, having one meal a day is a luxury because they were 
disowned and abandoned by their family for following 
Jesus. And there are yet others who suffer the anguish of 
emotional trauma and loneliness because their family and 
friends were killed in attacks on their churches. 

“He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none; and he who has food, let him do 
likewise,” (Luke 3:11). 

This Christmas, would you consider sowing into the Kingdom of God by blessing those 
who have suffered for Christ?

Gift  
Store

Light Up
Someone’s Life

Buy a Christmas Pack & light up someone’s life:

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(Please indicate the specific Christmas pack and the quantity at the back of your cheque, or inform us via e-mail at : admin@
gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to facilitate our accountability to you. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Pack A - $100 Pack B - $300

Pack C - $500 Pack D - $1,000

Buy &/or 
print Bibles 

and Christian 
Literature

Buy provisions 
or groceries 

for persecuted 
families

(e.g. a bag of rice, 
canned food, mineral 
water, clothing, etc)

Pay for 
expenses for 
missions into 
persecuted 

areas
(e.g. air ticket, 

accommodation)

Medical/psychological treatment 
+ medicines for affected 
persecuted families
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PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

LEGAL 
ADVICE

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

Volunteer 
with Us

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week, 
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis 
(for events & activities).
You can help us in the following areas:

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

AMBASSADOR

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him 
as you have helped his people and continue to help them.” (Hebrews 6:10) (NIV)
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Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Nov/Dec 2020
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(10th Nov & 8th Dec)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


