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Dear Valued Supporters,
Are you ready for persecution?
“If they persecuted me, they will
persecute you also” (John 15:20)
(NIV).
The Bible warns us that
Christians are not to be surprised
if they are being persecuted. Christians around the world are
experiencing increasing levels of persecution, a trend that
is unlikely to slow down in 2020. Many of our brothers and
sisters in other nations even have to put up with brutalities
and all kinds of indignities heaped on them.
It is therefore imperative that we fortify ourselves with
time spent alone with God to allow Him to strengthen
our inner man, read and meditate on His Word and pray
unceasingly.
“Be on your guard, so that your minds are not dulled from
carousing, drunkenness, and worries of life, or that day will
come on you unexpectedly” (Luke 21:34) (CSB).
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We will love the opportunity
to visit your churches or small
groups to conduct talks and
hold booths and activities to
help raise awareness of the
plight of persecuted Christians.
By inviting us, you may be
playing an important part to
support them.
Contact us at 6456-0042
or email:
admin@gosheninternational.org
for more information.

We pray that you will partner us in supporting persecuted
Christians and their families by way of prayer and financial
support to fund relief work.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
just as in fact you are doing.
Blessings!

Scan the QR code for a soft copy
of this newsletter!

Give a Love Offering
For donations to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED :1) Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339
Account : 508-308962-001
2) Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
3) By Cheque issued in favour of
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
mail to My Mail Box (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191
(For all donations please inform us via email to admin@gosheninternational.org or call
6456 0042 to facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific
project, please indicate the name of the project in your e-mail to us. Please feel free to email
or call us if you have any questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in
support of persecuted Christians. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)
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Scan to donate
via PayNow!

From Our
Heart

The Right
Choice
“I have sinned again. I am so sorry,
Lord. I can’t overcome it,” you say, “I
don’t think I am a good Christian. I am
not worthy to be loved by You, Lord.”
Many of us have gone through it and
still many are fighting the secret sins in
our lives. Perhaps on some days you
experience intermittent or temporary
victories over these struggles but most of
the time you completely lose the battle and
give in to your human weaknesses.
I know many are facing the same
struggles and the feelings of pain and guilt
that come each time we succumb to sin.
But the Word of God assures us that
Jesus knows and understands our human
weaknesses. It doesn’t take much to give up
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struggling against sin, but it takes a lot of
courage to confess our sins to Him, forsake
them, allow Him to crucify our sinful
nature, and to walk in the victory He gives
us. So don’t give up!
From the story of the prodigal son in
Luke 15:11-32, we can learn many precious
lessons on how to achieve and maintain
victory over sin. The prodigal son defiantly
demanded for his share of the inheritance
while his father was still alive. In his
immaturity, he squandered away every
penny with his extravagant and indulgent
lifestyle. Penniless, homeless and probably
abandoned by his friends for the first time,
he swallowed his pride to work in a farm
feeding pigs.
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In his hunger, he even contemplated
eating the pods the pigs were eating. In the
midst of his defeated life, it dawned upon
him that even the servants in his father’s
house had more than enough food to eat
even while he was starving. He finally
came to his senses and realized that he had
a choice – to either continue to live in this
wretched condition or to go home to his
father.
When the prodigal son confessed his sin
against heaven and against his father and
humbly asked for forgiveness, his father
embraced and welcomed him back with a
celebration instead of reprimanding him.
How then can we receive victory over
our sin, receive healing and live a
righteous life?
“Today I have given you the choice between
life and death, between blessings and curses”
(Deuteronomy 30:15) (NLT).
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Don’t make excuses for our sins or sinful
lifestyle choices. Don’t say, “The spirit is
willing but the flesh is weak” (Matthew
26:41) (NIV).

1

STOP confessing or verbalizing
negative things about ourselves or our
situation. Stop saying, “This is hopeless.
There is no way out. I cannot make it. I’m
not smart enough.”

2

START to count your blessings. Surely
you must have something you can give
thanks to God for.
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READ the Word of God. Have a daily
Quiet Time with the Lord for Christ
gave himself up for us to make us holy
and cleansed us by washing us with water
through the Word of God (Ephesians 5:2526) (NIV).
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PRAY. This is the most powerful
weapon we can use.

From Our Heart

What will your choice be - life or
death, blessings or curses?
If you choose life and blessings,
then surrender to the Holy Spirit and
allow Him to do the work of healing,
transformation and restoration in
your life.
Let go of your old self and old way
of thinking and doing things.
Allow the Holy Spirit to mold you
into the masterpiece that God created
and intended you to be.
Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) ~ “For we are
God’s masterpiece. He has created us
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the
good things he planned for us long
ago.”

As if life is not challenging enough these
days, a COVID-19 virus pandemic causes
panic and anxiety, and totally shuts down
all social interactions and activities in some
parts of the world.
The news gets bleaker and darker every day
with the number of new infections and death toll
rising. We are forced to live each day with the
uncertainty of whether we will be infected or not.
We immediately become suspicious of and start
avoiding anyone who sneezes or stifles a cough in
public.
We begin to succumb to fear and start panic
buying of groceries or become paranoid with
hygiene to the extent that we will not touch
any communal or public property without first
wrapping a tissue paper or plastic bag around our
fingers or hands.
Are you going to allow fear to cripple you?
You have a choice.
You can choose to stop focusing on the bad news
about the COVID-19 situation.

BLESSINGS

You can start giving thanks to God for protecting
you and giving you good health thus far.
You can keep meditating on the Word of God and
praying for the COVID-19 situation to improve.

CURSES
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Persecution
Trends in
Asia 2020
2 Timothy 3:1, 12 ~ “In the last days,
perilous times will come …. Everyone who
wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted.”
In the light of the above-mentioned
Scripture, it will come as no surprise that
in the last few years, the persecution of
Christians has been increasing in intensity
and severity in different parts of the world.

EASTERN ASIA
CHINA
The persecution of
Christians in China has
been rising since 2018
even with the freedom
of faith guaranteed under the Chinese
constitution.
We still hear of churches being bulldozed
and crosses being torn down. Christians
also face many difficulties holding prayer
meetings in their homes, which are largely
unregistered.
Christians in China stand in need of our
prayers and encouragement.
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NORTH KOREA
“... Any North Korean
suspected of having any
contact with a foreign
missionary could be
interned at a concentration
camp along with family
members....Since the 1950s,
the persecution of Christians
here have been the harshest
recorded in history,” Dr Eric
Foley, CEO of our associate ministry, Voice of
the Martyrs, Korea.

SOUTH ASIA
INDIA
Since 2014, there has
been a significant rise in
the number of attacks
against Christians.
Throughout 2019,
churches and individual believers have been
attacked by thugs and this trend is likely to
continue in 2020.

Cover Story

According to the Alliance Defending
Freedom (ADF), Christians endured 218
incidents of violence during the first ten
months of 2019 – the majority of these acts
were allegedly perpetrated by local mobs.
In 2014 alone, 147 violent actions against
Christians were documented.
Our brothers and sisters in India stand in
need of our prayers and encouragement.
PAKISTAN
“Christians in
Pakistan are a
marginalised
community and
deprived of
equal rights,”
said one Release partner, “they are facing
discrimination at all levels and in all walks
of life on a daily basis … Christian girls have
been kidnapped, raped, forced to convert to
another religion and forced to marry their
abductors. The issue of the forced conversion
of Christian women has surfaced time and
again in the media – but there has been no
serious effort to address the issue.”
The trends do not bode well for the
freedoms, safety and security of Christians in
Pakistan. They stand in need of our prayers
and encouragement.
SRI LANKA
Religious and ethnic
minorities have been
concerned about
the implications of
certain trends that
do not bode well for
religious freedoms in
the country.
Pray for the church in Sri Lanka – that the
Lord will strengthen them to stand strong
in the truths of God’s Word and to deepen
their love for the Lord in spite of challenging
circumstances.

SOUTH EAST ASIA

MALAYSIA
While Malaysia’s constitution guarantees
religious freedom for all, the freedom
to share the gospel has, in reality, been
somewhat circumscribed.
Some Christians who have been persecuted
for their faith in Christ have had to practise
their faith secretly and some of these
persecuted churches are closely monitored.
The number of secret believers have
increased and your prayers have helped to
give them the courage to continue.
Believers in Malaysia stand in need of
our prayers and encouragement. The more
Christians intercede in prayer, the more the
Lord moves on behalf of His people in this
country and the more powerfully will the
work of God make progress.
CENTRAL ASIA
“Throughout Central Asia, Christians are
under pressure,” said one Release Partner.
“In many states in the
region, believers have
no opportunity to
share their faith
publicly.”
Christians in
Central Asian states
face great challenges in
walking out their faith in
the face of sometimes hostile attitudes.
“According to Russian media, which is very
influential in countries of the former Soviet
Union, evangelical leaders are seen as spies
of the West, with America and Great Britain
regarded as the main enemies.”
Under such conditions, let’s lift our fellow
believers in these lands up before the Lord in
prayer, and where circumstances permit, let’s
encourage them with the affirmation that
they are not forgotten by their brothers and
sisters in Christ in other parts of the world.
(Article by Release International, adapted by Goshen)
(Photo Credits : Internet)
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Pray For
China

Persecution Continues Amid
The COVID-19 Pandemic
With the recent outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic and the whole world focusing
their energy and resources on controlling
the spread of the deadly virus, one would
think that Christians who are being
persecuted for their faith in Christ would
find some relief. Sadly, that is not the case.
The nationwide shutdown and shuttering of
churches to stem the spread of coronavirus
infections have given persecutors of the
Church an opportunity to ransack sanctuaries
and strip places of worship of their Christian
symbolism.
While most residents were in quarantine,
two churches in Anhui Province had their
crosses removed in March this year. Another
church in Yixing city, Jiangsu, had their
building razed to the ground.
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Due to the clampdown on churches and the
lockdown because of the pandemic, most of
the country’s churches have been meeting
online. However, churches have been told to
stop all live-streamed preaching.
Christian funerals are also forbidden
in some parts of China. A man in Hunan
province was threatened with arrest unless
he agreed to conduct a secular funeral for
his deceased father. “My father had been
a believer for several decades,” the son
explained. “He is persecuted even after
death.” Pastors are allowed to visit the home
of the deceased’s family but are not allowed
to conduct any religious ceremonies or
prayer services in the homes.

Churches and pastors are pressured to
conform to the many restrictions placed on
them and their activities may be monitored
closely with the millions of facial recognition
cameras installed all over the nation.
Worshippers can easily be identified and
targeted or discriminated against.
Even the collection of offerings during
church services can get one arrested on fraud
charges, as a house church Pastor and two
others in Hubei province experienced.
It is also illegal to teach religion to anyone
under the age of 18.
Pray for our fellow brothers and sisters
in China as they seek to respect those in
authority while staying true and faithful to
the Lord Jesus as a matter of first and utmost
priority.

PRAY THAT ~
• There will be a great spiritual awakening in this
nation as people look to the one true God for
protection and deliverance from the COVID-19
virus. Pray that they will acknowledge their
human frailty, recognise the sovereignty of the
Almighty God, and repent of their sins and turn
to Christ for salvation.
• Pastors and ministry leaders will have the
courage, wisdom and discernment when
carrying out their ministry and that God will
open up many opportunities for the gospel
message to be shared.
• Believers will have extraordinary strength and
courage to keep following Christ despite having
to suffer personal sacrifice. Pray that they will
not succumb to fear, intimidation, deception or
false teachings.
• The church will continue to flourish and grow in
numbers and many will experience the tangible
presence and power of the Lord.

What It Means To Follow Christ in China
Since February 2018, hundreds of churches
have been forced to close, pastors and church
members have been arrested or detained,
online sale of Bibles have been prohibited
and crosses are being removed from places
of worship. Those in rural areas have little or
no access to Bibles and the supply of Bibles to
state-sanctioned churches are limited.
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• God will provide alternative ways for the
members to gather for worship and study His
Word, especially those whose churches have
been closed or destroyed.
• There will be a greater supply of Bibles and
Christian Literature to satisfy the massive
demand.
• Justice will prevail and that those who were
arrested and imprisoned on false charges will be
released.
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WURMBRAND
TORTURED FOR CHRIST
THE COMPLETE STORY

S$35

Book
Review

Highly Recommended

‘Richard’s blood began to boil, seething at the cowardice of the religious leaders.
Next to Richard, Sabina, anger growing with every fawning lie, whispered, “Richard,
stand up and wash this shame from the face of Christ!”
“If I do,” he warned, “You’ll lose your husband.”
“I don’t want a coward for a husband” ~ excerpts from Chapter 12.
In the years that followed the above-mentioned conversation between Richard
Wurmbrand and his wife, both of them suffered terrible persecution for having the courage
to remain true to Christ in a sea of godlessness. Richard spent 14 years in prison, repeatedly
tortured and beaten mercilessly and locked in a solitary confinement cell. Sabina spent 3
years in a labor camp, nearly freezing to death as she and other prisoners worked on the
Danube Canal.
‘At first the human body can withstand even the most severe physical trauma. But
when the body is injured repeatedly, the memory of the pain accumulates until it
gradually breaks the will’ ~ excerpts from Chapter 18.
Most people would not be able to endure the torture, yet the Wurmbrands never gave up
hope. Neither did they stop talking about Jesus.
Tortured For Christ makes for a compelling, soul-stirring read. It is a book which prompts
the inevitable question within the heart of the reader: “If I were in the same predicament as
Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand, could I have stood as firm for Christ as they did?”.
This question made me examine my own faith in God. After all that He did for me, what
have I done for Him? Would I be willing to suffer for Him or would I deny Him when
persecution comes?
I began to take a more sober look at my lifestyle choices and decisions, and decided that I
would not live for myself anymore. I would start living for Christ. On my knees I repented
of my sinful ways and surrendered my life and future to the One who gave His life for me on
the cross so that I may receive eternal life.
I highly recommend this book. Don’t hesitate. Get a copy now.
For those who are interested to purchase our books or DVDs, you may send us an email at admin@gosheninternational.org
or contact us at tel : 6456-0042. (The prices listed above are not inclusive of charges for postage and bubble wrap).

For more books and DVDs, please visit our Facebook Shop at:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GoshenSG/shop/
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Volunteer with Us!
Are you able to commit :

Volunteer
with Us

1. 1 or 2 days a week, or
2. once a month, or
3. on an ad-hoc basis (for events & activities),
to help out in the following areas?

If you are a missionary and you’ve got a story to tell or if you have been persecuted for
your faith in Christ, we would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine.

LEGAL ADVICE

AMBASSADOR

WEB DESIGN

LOGISTICS/
TRANSPORT

MISSIONARY

ADMIN

EVENTS/
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHER

“Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God”
(Hebrews 13:16) (ESV)

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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Goshen International
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ,
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in May/Jun 2020
Date/Day/Time

Venue

Event

Tuesday
8pm

If you are interested to join our
online prayer meeting, please
contact us at:
admin@gosheninternational.org

GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING
for Persecuted Christians.

(12th May & 9th Jun)

In the event of any changes after distribution
of this issue, kindly look out for updates on
Goshen’s Facebook page.

Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.
© Goshen International Ministries Ltd
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at
admin@gosheninternational.org.
Our ministry partners are Voice of the Martyrs and Release International.
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