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“Give your burdens to 
the Lord, and He will 
take care of you. He will 
not permit the godly to 
slip and fall.”

Ps 55:22
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Dear Beloved Supporters,

Many believers around the world, especially those who are 
living in nations that are hostile to the gospel, have endured 
some form of persecution, including imprisonment.  Some 
have been harassed repeatedly and imprisoned more than 
once.

In this issue, we feature the story of a group of young 
Pakistani Christians who were arrested, tortured and 
threatened with death whilst they were on their very first 
mission trip to share the gospel.  

We pray that you will be inspired by their courage and zeal 
for the Lord as they bravely soldiered on just like the apostle 
Paul in 2 Tim 2:9 - And because I preach this Good News, I am 
suffering and have been chained like a criminal. But the word 
of God cannot be chained.

Let us therefore continue to preach the Good News, 
minister and reach out to those who are in need.  We have 
identified about 57 such families in the South Western part 
of the Philippines.  And we are launching a new project, 
Philippines – Sponsor a Child, to bless the children of these 
families.  Find out more on page 8.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just 
as in fact you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You

2

Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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We were seated round the coffee table, 
some on the living room floor and 
others on the 3-seater sofa, roaring with 
laughter at the amusing story my friend, 
Jane*, recounted to us.  

Jane was single and in her fifties.  She had 
just lost her job as a receptionist, something 
she had been doing for many years.  And in 
her words, “the only job she knew how to do 
and do well” given her level of education.

Looking at the classified ads became 
a daily ritual for Jane.  She sent out 
applications to every company that 
advertised a vacancy for a receptionist.  
She was hopeful about securing a job that 
would end her worry about making ends 
meet.  

But as time went by, followed by one 
rejection letter after another, Jane’s 
hope began to wane.  Pessimism and 
despondency started to set in, to such an 
extent that she contemplated applying for a 

menial and low paying job that most people 
would avoid.

No one likes to be rejected or kept 
waiting for long.  When our needs, desires 
or expectations are perpetually not met, 
in spite of the amount of effort, time 
and money we have invested, we will 
eventually feel disappointed, disillusioned 
and disgruntled.  The longing or yearning 
in our heart for something unfulfilled will 
make us sick.

Hope that is deferred or delayed makes 
your heart sick, but a wish or longing that 
comes true fills you with joy (Prov13:12).  
Without hope, we may sink into depression, 
despair or become restless and disturbed 
within ourselves (Ps 42:5).  

With this hope in mind, Jane thought to 
herself, “Just one last try.” “If this fails, I will 
totally give up.”  So, Jane responded to the 
last advertisement for a receptionist.  But 
this time, she added a statement at the end 



*Name changed to protect the privacy of the individual.
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of her resume – “I am above 50 years old but 
I assure you that I do not look my age.”

Guess what? Jane got the job.  

Her prospective employer was so amused 
by her last statement that he decided to 
meet her personally for an interview.  And 
during that interview, the employer was 
impressed with Jane’s experience and how 
well she carried herself that he gave her the 
job there and then. 

We have this hope as an anchor for the 
soul, firm and secure. 

(Heb 6:19)

If Jane had given up hope and called it 
quits, she would not have gotten the job.  

In the Bible, 
“hope” is to 
expect with 
absolute 
certainty that 
what God has 
promised in 
His Word will 
come true 
without a 
doubt.  This 
hope in the 
Lord can 
anchor our 
soul firmly 
and securely 
such that 
when we 
find ourselves in challenging and dire 
circumstances, we do not give up and give 
in to anxiety and depression.

Having hope in our lives changes how 
we view ourselves and the circumstances 
we are facing, the decisions we make, 
what kind of lifestyle we choose to live, 
and the priorities we would set aside and 
sacrifice our time for.  In other words, our 
entire value system changes based on the 
presence or absence of hope.

Because of Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, 
we are born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead (1 Pet 1:3).  And there are blessings 
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waiting for us, as God’s children; blessings 
kept in heaven that cannot be ruined, or 
destroyed, or lose their beauty (1 Pet 1:4).

God is our only source of hope (Ps 39:7).  
If we trust in Him, He will fill us with joy 
and peace and we will overflow with hope 
(Rom 15:13).  The hope of the righteous is 
gladness (Prov 10:28) and this hope will not 
put you to shame or disappoint you (Rom 
5:5).

Whilst it is encouraging to have our 
dreams fulfilled and prayers answered, 
there are also many precious and priceless 
lessons we can glean from these periods of 
waiting.  We learn to depend on and trust 
in the Lord.  And in the process, we develop 
traits that strengthens our character – 

patience, 
perseverance, 
endurance 
and 
resilience.

Are you 
feeling 
despondent 
and on the 
verge of 
giving up?  
Come to Jesus, 
the source of 
hope, and let 
Him infuse 
you with His 
strength, love, 
joy and peace.  

Trust that He has not forgotten about you 
and your situation.  He who watches over 
you will not slumber or sleep (Ps 121:3b).

I pray that your hearts will be flooded 
with light so that you can understand the 
confident hope He has given to you and you 
will apprehend the incredible greatness of 
God’s power, the same power that raised 
Christ from the dead and seated Him in a 
place of honour at God’s right hand (Eph 
1:18-20). 



52 Days in 
Captivity

Cover 
Story  
- Pakistan

Eight young Christians chatted 
excitedly in the back of their van as 

they headed toward western Pakistan, 
near the border with Afghanistan.  The 

believers had just completed a three-
month discipleship course and were 

setting out on their first ministry trip.  
During the ride, on 24th December 2017, 
one of the tires of the van went flat near 

where a local market is located. 
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Knowing that the people who lived in the 
area were not Christians and that many of 
them were struggling with drug abuse, the 
believers distributed gospel leaflets to the 
people in that area while their tire was being 
repaired. 

As they continued ministering to the 
people there, a group of men soon gathered 
around one member of the team, Haroon, to 
hear more about the love of Christ.  Haroon 
eagerly shared with them about what 
Christ has done for sinners on the cross and 
encouraged them to place their faith in Him.  
Several people stepped forward to receive the 
Christian literature.  

While all these was happening, several men 
pushed their way through the crowd toward 
the members of the team and demanded that 
they come with them.  It turned out that they 
are members of the secret police.

After ransacking the van, the authorities 
put five of the eight Christians (all of the men) 
into a car and drove them to a local police 
station.  The rest of the group, three Christian 
women, followed in another vehicle.  The 
police officers confiscated their belongings – 
their bags, computers, Bibles and SD cards.  

Scared and shocked, the young Christians 
began to pray.  This was the first time they 
had experienced such opposition for their 
faith.

ACCUSED

The five men were led into a room and 
were interrogated.  “Did you come to spread 
Christianity here?” one of them asked.  “You 
want all the people to become Christians!”.

After an hour of verbal abuse, some 
armed soldiers arrived and repeated 



Article by Voice of the Martyrs as adapted by Goshen.
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the same accusation: “You came here to 
spread Christianity!” they insisted.  Then, 
compounding the Christians’ fear, the soldiers 
put burlap bags over their heads and loaded 
all five men into a truck while the other three 
members of the team remained at the police 
station.  

At about midnight, the men arrived at a 
new location, where, still blindfolded, the 
interrogations continued for several more 
hours.  In the early hours of the following 
morning, at around 4 a.m., the young men 
were loaded back into the truck and taken to 
yet another location.  There, the soldiers hit 
their legs with a stick to make them talk. 

Haroon was scared.  As the group’s leader, 
he was responsible for the students.  “Please 
help us, God,” he prayed.  After several more 
hours of one-on-one interrogation, the five 
believers were led into a room and ordered to 
sit down.

The routine was the same for each of the 
days that followed – more interrogations and 
beatings.  “If you renounce your Christian 
faith, I will forgive you,” the interrogator told 
Haroon.  “But if you don’t, we will kill you.  
We will cut you up with a knife and throw 
you into the river.” 

Haroon was unfazed by the interrogator’s 
threats.  “I am ready to die,” he replied.  “I 
will not leave Jesus Christ.  He is my Savior, 
and I am His son, and He will get me free.”

The five men were kept in dark cells where 
they slept on a hot concrete floor.  They 
were whipped, beaten with sticks, kicked 
and forced to stand on one leg or remain 
in one position for hours at a time.  During 
their beatings, they could hear the cries and 
screams of another captive in a nearby room.  
When they insisted during the torture that 
they would remain faithful to the Lord, they 
were beaten more severely. 

“We were very scared,” Atish, one of the 
members of the team who suffered the 
ordeal, said.  “They told us that we would 
spend six or seven years in the prison and 
our families didn’t know where we were.” 

The believers got up at 5 a.m. every 
morning to pray together.  They also kept a 
regular schedule of fasting, with a different 
man fasting each day.  They prayed for the 

people of Pakistan, for their parents’ comfort 
and strength, for perseverance and for 
freedom.  “We were praying to the Lord.”  
“We don’t know where we are, but please 
release Your favor so that we can go out,” 
Atish recalled.  They were also worried about 
what might happen to the three women in 
their group.  “We were praying for our sisters 
as well,” he added.

COUNT TO 500

After 52 days, the soldiers again placed bags 
over their heads and loaded them into trucks.  
They drove up a mountain, stopped the 
trucks, pulled the men out and ordered them 
to kneel.  Atish thought they were about to 
be killed.  Instead, however, the soldiers told 
them to count to 500.  While the team was 
doing as per what they were instructed to do, 
the soldiers climbed back into their trucks 
and drove away.  After waiting a minute, 
Atish lifted the bag from his head and saw 
that all of their captors were gone!

“We started praising and worshipping God,” 
Haroon said.  “That day was very exciting 
for me.  God helped us and answered our 
prayers.” 

After flagging down a passerby on the road, 
the five young men soon returned home.  
They were thankful to learn that, although 
the women had been kept at the police station 
for a week, they suffered only verbal abuse.

Haroon and Atish returned to ministry 
work after their release, but Haroon 
struggled with anxiety for months.  Both men 
continue to have to battle fear because of the 
ordeal.  “I have been having bad dreams and 
am worried that the same thing will happen 
to us,” Haroon said.

Atish shares that he relies on faith and 
prayer to overcome his fear.  “Sometimes 
I feel courageous, and yet sometimes the 
incident haunts me,” Atish said.  “I would say 
that only prayer gives you strength in these 
trials.”  As for Haroon, although his family 
tried to dissuade him from returning to 
mission work, he too is unequivocal about his 
commitment to serve the Lord: “I am ready to 
die for Jesus Christ.” 

Cover Story
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Thank you for helping me!
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New Books 
Just In

Project - 
Philippines 
(Sponsor a 
Child)

For as little as S$280 you 
can bless one child for one 
whole year.

A student centre run by a group of 
volunteers has, for the past 7 months, been 
faithfully reaching out to and assisting 
children and youths from about 57 
impoverished families living with just the 
bare minimum in the South Western part 
of the Philippines where religious freedom 
has been threatened.

Out of the generosity of these Christian 
volunteers, the children and youths in this 
town receive the following once a month :-

•	 some basic necessities like a bag of rice 
and snacks, 

•	 financial assistance to help pay for their 
school fees and transportation, 

•	 free lessons for subjects like English, 
Maths and Hygiene.

These young ones also get to participate 
in fun and educational activities conducted 
free of charge by the Kids Club.  They are 
taught skills and values, based on the 
teachings of Christ, that will help improve 
their lives and standard of living.

Would you prayerfully consider 
sponsoring a child for only $280/child? 

Project  
– Philippines 
(Sponsor a Child)

Gifts towards “Project - Philippines (Sponsor a Child)” can be made payable to:

GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    

Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the following:
(1) Name of the specific project: Project Philippines (Sponsor a Child);

(2) The age group(s) you wish to sponsor; and
(3) The number of children you are sponsoring.

In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians.)
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Age 5 - 8

New Project

These are the children who will benefit from
Project - Philippines (Sponsor a Child)
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Adam
Age: 8

Alana
Age: 7

Cheryl
Age: 8

Diana
Age: 6Erin

Age: 5

Fae

Age: 5

Ida
Age: 7 Roy

Age: 6

Sarah
Age: 6
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Age 9 - 13

These are the children who will benefit from
Project - Philippines (Sponsor a Child)

Ana
Age: 12Ben

Age: 13Ella
Age: 12

Faith
Age: 9

Fiza
Age: 10 Hadi

Age: 12

Irene
Age: 9

Jair
Age: 11

Jason
Age: 12

Jed
Age: 10

Joy
Age: 12 Mike

Age: 11

Nadine
Age: 10

Remy
Age: 12

Ruby
Age: 11Sue

Age: 10
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New Project

Age 14 - 20

These are the children who will benefit from
Project - Philippines (Sponsor a Child)

Aaron
Age: 14

Adrian
Age: 15 Ali

Age: 16

Amoz
Age: 14

Darlene
Age: 15

Gem
Age: 16

Jean
Age: 18 Liza

Age: 14 Luke
Age: 18

Maria
Age: 14

Max
Age: 17Nadia

Age: 17

Reena
Age: 14

Roger
Age: 20 Sean

Age: 19



Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving 
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities 
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.

© Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form 
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at  
admin@gosheninternational.org.

We are members of International Christian Association and part of the Voice of the 
Martyrs network.

To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.

This magazine is published bi-monthly and 
distributed free of charge by:

Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
MCI (P) 024/08/2022 
Reg No. 198204059M

All mails to be directed to: 
Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 
Singapore 919191 
Tel: (65)6456 0042 / (65)6456 0423     
Email: admin@gosheninternational.org 
www.gosheninternational.org

Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Mar/Apr 2023
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In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.

Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(14th Mar & 11th Apr)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.


