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“I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being content 
in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.” 

(Phil 4:12)
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Dear Beloved Supporters,

“The pressure is increasing 
but so is the harvest,” a Release 
International partner said.

Believers in nations which 
are hostile to the gospel are 
experiencing heightened levels 
of persecution. At the same 
time, they are also witnessing a 
corresponding increase in the number of people coming to Christ.

The gospel message of the Lord’s offer of love and hope is touching 
and transforming lives even in the harshest and most oppressive of 
environments.

“He who gathers during summer and takes advantage of his 
opportunities is a son who acts wisely,

But he who sleeps during harvest and ignores the moment of 
opportunity is a son who acts shamefully” (Prov 10:5) (AMP).

We pray that you will make the most of every opportunity that God 
gives to share the gospel with those around you, even to those who 
may, at first sight, be indifferent or even opposed to the message of 
His love and redemption.  

Would you also join us in giving towards “Project Love North Korea” 
to bless our North Korean brothers and sisters who have had to 
endure a prolonged and intense period of persecution.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact 
you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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From Our 
Heart

Royal 
Priesthood
- Part 2

When someone is tasked to do something 
burdensome and out of the norm, most 
people would ask in return, “What’s in it 
for me?”, or “What do I get in return?” 

The way human nature is, we are not prone 
to expend much effort, time or energy into 
doing something if we deem it to be not 
worth doing or if the rewards or benefits 
from doing so are minimal.

Some people are contented to attend 
Church and Cell group meetings on a weekly 
basis. Others may occasionally help out at 
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Christmas or Easter events.  But many shy 
away from the job of being a priest because 
the function of priest requires us to answer 
the call of intercession whenever the Holy 
Spirit moves our hearts to pray for someone 
or for some groups of people or churches or 
nations. 

However, if we look at the priestly ministry 
from the viewpoint of how God Himself sees 
it, we would find it immensely rewarding 
and meaningful to give ourselves over to the 
high calling of being involved in intercessory 
prayer. 
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POWERFUL CONNECTIONS

Imagine you are seated among a group of people who are raving 
about some hugely popular, wealthy and powerful celebrity.  
Imagine yourself calmly and quietly saying to the awe-struck group: 
“Actually I know him. I just had dinner with him at his house last 
week.”

Imagine the shocked reaction of the people as they hear you 
say those words: “I know him, I just had dinner with 
him last week”. 

As you whip up a photo of the two of you 
having dinner and the realization begin 
to sink in that you really know the 
very person they are raving about, 
they’ll probably be left in shock and 
amazement, along with the gush: 
“How I wish that I know him too 
…” 

That is exactly the kind of 
connection we have with 
our Creator - a powerful, 
awesome, all-knowing 
and Almighty God.  As 
priests, we have direct 
access to His presence 
paid for by Jesus’ precious 
sacrifice when He gave 
Himself for us on the 
cross.  It is His presence 
that brings immense and 
immeasurable delight, 
purpose and meaning to 
us when we decide to give 
ourselves to co-labour with 
Him in the critically important 
work of intercession. 

During Old Testament times, 
only the High Priest from the tribe 
of Levi could enter, once a year, into 
the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle of 
God to make atonement for the sins he and 
the people committed throughout the year.  
He would stand before God behind the veil and 
he would sprinkle the sacrificial blood on the mercy 
seat where God’s presence resided, whilst the rest of the 
Israelites would have to wait outside the Tabernacle (Lev 16).

However, when Jesus died on the Cross for us, the veil in the 
Temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Mk 15:37-38), thereby 
allowing us direct access into the presence of God.   Jesus’ sacrifice 
on the Cross and the shedding of His precious blood was sufficient 
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atonement for our sins.  He is the superior 
High Priest through Whom we can enter into 
the Most Holy Place (Heb 10:19-20) to offer 
our praise and worship and receive fresh 
revelation from God.

Who, in their right frame of mind, would 
reject such a privilege? - to be able to meet 
and mingle with a very, very important 
person (VVIP) without having to first make a 
prior appointment and then wait in line for 
your turn. 

  

STAND IN THE GAP BETWEEN THE 
LIVING AND THE DEAD  

Aaron, in Num 16:48, burned incense 
and stood in the gap between the 

living and the dead in order to stop 
the plague from destroying the 
Israelites who murmured against 
Moses and Aaron.

At that particular point in time, 
only Aaron was qualified and 
appointed by God to stand in the 
gap to intercede and plead for 
mercy on behalf of the people.  
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In the new covenant that we are currently 
living under we, as royal priests, have the 
privilege to do the same - to mediate between 
God and men.   

The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective (James 5:16b).

God is looking for men and women who are 
willing to rebuild the wall of righteousness 
that guard our land/nation/family and stand 
in the gap to intercede for the land so that He 
would not have to destroy it because of sin 
(Ez 22:30). 

Are you willing to be that royal priest that 
God is looking for? 

BLESS AND ANNOUNCE GOD’S KINGDOM

In Num 6:22-27, the priests were told 
to bless the people.  God promised that 
whenever the priests would stand to bless 
the people in His Name, not only will the 
Lord bless the people, He Himself will also 
bless the one who pronounces and bestows 
blessings on others.  This is indeed a great 
privilege and a great blessing to those who 
would give themselves over to pray for 
others. 

The OT priests also had the responsibility 
of blowing trumpets on three different 
occasions (Num 10:1-10).  Firstly, to call 
the community to gather for an assembly; 
secondly in the midst of a battle, the sound 
of the trumpet will cause God to rescue and 
deliver them from their enemies; and finally, 
during times of rejoicing and celebration, 
the trumpets would be blown over the 
burnt offerings and fellowship offerings as a 
memorial to God.

We are to be like living stones, being built 
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ (1 Pet 2:5).

Let us take courage, rise up and fulfil 
our calling as a holy priesthood and, in the 
process of doing so, enjoy abundant blessings 
and favour from the Lord.

God bless you and your family. 
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The tumultuous events of the past few 
months have changed the shape of Afghan 
society and the future of its people – possibly 
for decades to come.  But what does it mean 
for the tiny underground church which was 
already suffering persecution?

For many of us who watched TV during the 
recent takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban, 
the future for the tiny Christian church looked 
bleak.  Rumor and misinformation 
abounded – sometimes stories 
of persecution were taken from 
other countries and superimposed 
on the Afghan situation as ‘fact’.

However, we know that 
even before the resurgence of 
the Taliban, Christians were 
worshipping in underground 
churches for fear of persecution. There are 
no church buildings as such and believers are 
able to gather only in relatively small numbers 
even before the takeover.  New believers faced 
persecution from their relatives who saw 
conversion as an act of betrayal on the family. 

Crisis In 
Afghanistan

Before the Taliban seized power, the father of 
a family who had come to faith told our Release 
partner, Operation Angel: “I got beaten up by 
my uncle and brother who were angry about my 
new faith in Jesus.  They are still bothering me 
and my children who are afraid to go to school 
at the moment.”  Yet the family remains true to 
Christ. 

In a recent conversation, the family sounded 
sad.  “We don’t even have bread to 
eat.  Thank you for listening to our 
heart’s cry and standing with us 
during hard times.”  

That was before the Taliban 
takeover. The situation for 
Christian converts has gotten 
worse since. Not only are they 
facing increased pressure from 

their families, they are now also having to be 
on the lookout for the Taliban. 

One woman told our Release partner: “We in 
our family all follow Jesus.  We had Christian 
books and my father always had a Bible with 
him.  We are all in hiding.”

Cover 
Story
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Another said: “We are 
afraid. At night, homes are 
being robbed and people are 
being killed.”  

Thankfully, up to the 
end of October 2021, 
there were only a handful 
of reports of Taliban 
systematically searching to take away believers 
or who were killed or where young girls were 
being abducted as ‘brides’. 

A number of believers have managed to 
escape the country, while others are still 
desperately trying to escape across the borders. 
Most however, do not have the means or the 
capacity to escape. Many have temporarily 
decided to change their residential locations 
for fear that they might be targeted for 
persecution.  Many now live with the fear of 
being discovered and of having to face the 
consequences, of which the most severe form is 
martyrdom. 

Like the rest of the population, Christians are 
also fearful of a potential humanitarian crisis 

Cover Story

during winter, as food shortages begin to cause 
widespread hunger among the people of the 
land. As things stand, the banking system is in a 
state of dysfunction and an economic meltdown 
threatens to further destabilize the society. 

All signs are that things will further 
deteriorate in 2022. Known Christians are likely 
to be discriminated against when it comes to 
work and when it comes time for resources 
to be distributed to the masses. They will 
also likely face pressures against giving their 
children, especially daughters, a well-rounded 
education and are likely to be more fearful than 
the average folk for the safety of women and 
young girls, particularly those not married. 

Panayiotis Keenan, the executive director 
of our Release partner SAT-7 Pars, which 
broadcasts programs via satellite TV into 
Afghanistan, told us late last year: “We are 
receiving many messages from Afghanistan 
that the persecution is getting harder.  Afghan 
Christians are contacting us on a daily basis, 
describing how difficult the situation is.  They 
are hiding and meeting in secret locations.  But 
winter is coming and that will soon become more 
and more difficult.”

Pakistan and Iran are the natural escape 
routes for Afghans fleeing their country but the 
Pakistani border was closed after the Taliban 
takeover.  At the time of writing, the United 
Nations’ refugee agency (UNHCR), reported 
that Pakistan had started easing the movement 
of people and goods at the border with 
Afghanistan, offering some hope to those trying 
to leave Afghanistan – including Christians.

Although the church in Afghanistan was 
never large to begin with and many Christians 
have had to escape the country, some have 
begun to draw a parallel between what is 
transpiring in Afghanistan with the situation 
in Iran where, under conditions of intense 
persecution, the church has multiplied. 

“We have a sovereign God and we know 
He has a plan,” said Panayiotis.  “To think 
about it, you would say there was no chance 
for the church in Afghanistan.  But we have 
seen in the last 10 to 15 years how rapidly 
Christianity has grown in Iran. If that can 
happen there, then why not in Afghanistan?” 

Even before the Taliban takeover, Afghanistan 
was one of the most hostile countries to be 
a Christian.  Release International CEO Paul 
Robinson said: “The one good thing we can say 
about this is that the underground church is 
increasingly well-equipped to weather the storm.  
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Cover 
Story

The church is invisible and has already learned 
how to cope in secret.”

Release International has been partnering 
with a range of Christian organizations to 
provide broadcasts to encourage and equip 
believers in Afghanistan, including those who 
have fled to neighboring countries. These 
partners are also producing Christian literature 
and digital discipleship materials. 

In spite of the increasingly harsh and 
oppressive climate in the country, the tiny 
church has been growing.  In the year 2000, 
there were just a few dozen believers.  By 2021, 
it is understood by a number of observers 
that it has grown to several thousand, most of 
whom hail from the younger generation.  On 
top of that, the commitment and devotion of the 
Christians in the country gives us a glimmer of 
hope that the church may yet see its best days 
ahead of it. 

The pressure is increasing but so is the 
harvest.  

Operation Angel, which broadcasts Christian 
gospel messages into Afghanistan, highlighted 
these comments from a young man who 
contacted their ministry:

“Things will get better and I will serve the Lord 
more than before.  I had to move location after 
the place where I stayed was broken into, but I 
don’t plan to leave Afghanistan.  There are many 
Christians in the West who can bear witness for 
Jesus there, but here in our country there are 
only a few Christians who can do so.  I want to 

stay here and serve God.”  Some weeks later he 
said, “Now, more than before, people are open to 
hear about Jesus.  I have shared with six or seven 
people recently.”  

A Christian woman cried as she shared her 
story with our Release partner: “Our families 
found out that I accepted Jesus, and they come 
every day to put pressure on me to turn back 
from following Him.  I follow Jesus, but I don’t 
even know how to pray!”

Our Release partner reassured her and taught 
her the Lord’s prayer.  She said, “For the last 
few days I’ve been asking God to show me if I 
am right or have made a mistake.  Now I know I 
chose the right way.  God sent you to comfort me.  
Thank you.”  A week later she said, “Thank you 
for praying for me last week.  I had much peace 
and joy all week.” 

The Afghan church may be facing its toughest 
challenge yet – but God continues to work in 
and through it.  As our partner concluded: “The 
pressure is increasing but so is the harvest.  
Jesus is right there building His church.” 

(Article by Release International as adapted by Goshen.)

PRAY FOR AFGHAN BELIEVERS:
• 2 Cor 9:10 – that the God who supplies seed to the 

Sower and bread for food will supply and increase 
their store of seed/resources and enlarge their 
harvest.

• Matt 16:18 – that God will build and establish 
His church in Afghanistan and that the gates of 
Hades shall not prevail against it.
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Gifts towards ‘Project – Love North Korea’ can be made payable to:
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project:
(1) Project Love North Korea – Bible Distribution, or (2) Project Love North Korea – Support for the Underground Church.

In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channeled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!

Aim of Project :

To identify former underground North Korean Christians and their 
descendants, especially new arrivals, who are now living in South 
Korea, for the purpose of :

• distributing Bibles to them.
• recording and publishing their testimonies so that believers, all 

around the world, can be encouraged.
• to minister to them and connect them to local churches in South 

Korea so that they can be properly integrated into the life of the 
church in South Korea and continue to grow and mature in the 
faith and become firmly established in the Lord. 

Support for the  
Underground Church

Target Funds Needed: 

S$25,700
Shortfall as at 25 Feb 2022:

S$21,400

Project 
Update

Project Love 
North Korea 

Aim of Project :

To distribute 29,400 copies of the 
Bible, in digital and/or printed 
version, into North Korea via air, 
sea and land and to explore new and 
more secure, efficient, and effective 
ways to deliver the Bibles into North 
Korea.

Bible 
Distribution
Target Funds Needed: 

S$37,400
Shortfall as at 25 Feb 2022:

S$33,250



GOSHEN  INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES / Mar-Apr 2022

10

Testimony

Unending  
Provision

There was a soft low gurgle followed by an 
uncontrollable rumble.  I instinctively placed my 
hand on my abdomen, as if that would silence the 
sounds my stomach was making.  I was trying 
hard to ignore the hunger pangs and focus on 
studying for the upcoming ‘O’ Level examinations 
which was the reason why I went to the park near 
my home with a girlfriend.  

At that time, there was a religious festival taking 
place where after prayers were made, the food that 
were offered at the altar would be served at the 
dining table for the family to eat. 

Because we were both Christians, we decided 
not to eat any of the food that were served.  So, we 
went to the park that day on empty stomachs.  But 
just as we sat down on a bench to study, we found 
a coin on the ground.  We looked 
around to see if the coin belonged 
to someone who may have 
accidentally dropped it.  As there 
was no one around, we thanked 
God for that coin and used it 
to buy bread which we shared 
together. 

This was the beginning of numerous times that the 
Lord provided for me since I received His salvation 
at the age of 16 after my eldest sister shared the 
gospel with me.  He provided not only for my 
physical needs, but also a way out in difficult times.  
Like the time when my mother discovered that my 
sister was bringing me to church.  She was furious 

and threatened to withdraw me from school and to 
stop giving me my daily allowance if we did not stop 
going to church.  

My mom was a very fierce woman and I was really 
afraid of disobeying her.  But my sister was not one 
to back down.  She grabbed my hand and pulled me 
out of the house just as my mom shouted, “you don’t 
have to come home anymore!”

When we arrived at church that day, I was still 
trembling with fear.  After the worship service was 
over, my sister and I went up to the front to ask for 
prayer for God’s mercy and a way of escape.  Feeling 
a sense of peace after the prayer, we walked home.  
To our great relief, my mom was not at home.  When 
she finally came home, she did not mention any of 
what happened earlier that day nor carry out any of 
her threats. 

I’m glad that I did not give up my faith out of fear.  
Following Jesus has brought me the greatest joys and 
blessings even though life was not smooth-sailing or 
easy.  My mom eventually received salvation, started 
attending church for many years before she went 
home to be with the Lord. 

I thank God that someone had the compassion 
to share the gospel with my sister and I thank God 
that my sister had the courage to share that same 
gospel with me.  I also thank the Lord for giving me 
a courageous sister who stood firm on the gospel 
especially at a time when we had to walk through 
the shadow of having to live with being threatened 
and misunderstood at home. 
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Volunteer 
with Us

JOIN US
We would like to call upon helpers to help us at our 
events and activities as and when we need help.  For 
example, on occasions we need volunteers to help us 
man our book tables at special events or things of that 
nature.

We are also looking for Champions to help us do 
research, organise things, distribute Goshen’s bi-monthly 
magazines in the different churches and to share with 
others about Goshen.

If you are able and willing to help us as and when we 
need help or serve as Goshen’s Champions, contact us at 
6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more details.  We would love to meet up with you and 
discuss further!

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.
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Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Mar/Apr 2022
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(8th Mar & 12th Apr)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


