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“But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message 
might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. 
Also, I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion and the Lord will deliver 
me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To 
Him be glory forever and ever.” (2 Tim 4:17-18)
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Dear Valued Supporters,

We are constantly surrounded by changes.  Whether we like 
it or not, we are forced to adapt to these changes.  For example, 
life as we know it is no longer the same after the COVID-19 
pandemic.

It can be extremely stressful when you have to juggle with a 
myriad of responsibilities in light of the “new normal” way of 
life. 

But as Christians we can take heart in knowing that although 
there is much instability and uncertainty in the world, we have 
a God whose nature is unchanging.  He is the same yesterday, 
today and forever (Heb 13:8).  He is our refuge and strength and 
our help in times of need as Pastor Win will testify to. 

In this issue, we feature Pastor’s Win story of transformation 
from a persecutor of Christians to being persecuted for his faith 
in Christ, and how he personally experienced the truth that the 
Lord is our refuge, strength and help in his time of need.  

Now Pastor Win is supporting the persecuted in the 
Philippines by providing a safe haven for them to grow in their 
faith.  

Would you consider joining us in praying for and giving 
financial support towards ‘Project – Safe Haven’ for the 
persecuted church in Philippines?  Read more about how you 
can contribute on page 9.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as 
in fact you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!



Tempered 
Steel of Virtue

From Our 
Heart

I have a very low threshold for pain, both 
physical and emotional.  I avoid seeing a 
doctor or dentist until the ailment or pain 
becomes so unbearable that I am unable to 
continue with my daily activities of living.

I also used to avoid certain people or 
situations whenever I detected possible signs 
of conflict or disagreement.  This inevitably led 
to many unresolved conflicts and caused much 
distress to those involved.  I preferred life to 
be comfortable, peaceful and mundane, even 
if it got boring at times.  However, my life was 
nothing but a roller-coaster ride of challenges, 
health conditions, conflicts, betrayal, heartache 
and many seasons of enduring uncertainties.

Whenever I heard stories on successful 
people, I would wonder whether it was pure 
luck or perhaps God favoured them over others.
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TEMPERED STEEL
As I was spending time with God alone 

reading the book of Romans, I was intrigued 
by the verses Romans 5:3-4 which encourage 
us to rejoice even when we are hemmed in by 
troubles, hardship or suffering.  The passage 
tells us to look upon troubles, hardships or 
suffering as things that will develop patience in 
us. In turn, patience will produce endurance, 
spiritual maturity and character.  And when 
character is developed to the point of becoming 
more like the Lord Jesus, our hope in God will 
be strengthened. 

The Message Bible renders Rom 5:3-4 like this: 
‘this patience forges a tempered steel of virtue 
(behaviour showing high moral standards)’. 
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By analogy, the countless hardships or 
challenges that I faced, seemed to be like the 
tempering process.  I remember the time I 
was diagnosed with cervical degenerative disc 
disorder, which caused a continuous pain to 
shoot all the way from the left side of my neck 
to my left shoulder and arm.  The pain would 
sometimes flare up into a more severe and 
disabling pain even when I was resting and 
not using my arm.  During those flare-ups, I 
wished I could cut off my left arm just to get 
some relief.  But I could not, because I have 
responsibilities to fulfil as a parent and spouse.  
Life has to go on despite the pain.  

These are the very moments where I feel like 
I was under extreme heat like that which is 
applied on steel during the tempering process.

Whatever the challenge or hardship, God 
hears us when we cry out to Him.  He will 
rescue us from all our troubles and deliver 
us from our distress (Ps 34:17 and Ps 107:6).   
Every time we surrender our challenges to the 
Lord and trust in Him, we will experience God’s 
amazing power and saving grace.  Our level of 
faith will go up another level when we discover 
that God is faithful and can be trusted and that 
He loves us.

I know that steel, an alloy of iron, carbon and 
some other elements, is valued for its strength, 
and resistance to fracture and heat.  But 
tempered steel is even stronger, more ductile 
and weldable depending on the tempering 
process.

WHAT IS TEMPERING?
Tempering is just a process of putting steel 

through extreme heat and cooling it down 
rapidly.  The process of cooling down heated 
steel is called quenching.  This process of 
tempering has to be repeated several times 
because quenched steel is extremely hard 
but not ductile enough to be used in many 
industries.  

The precise process of heating and cooling the 
steel at a specific temperature in a controlled 
environment, and the speed with which it is 
cooled is crucial in achieving the right balance 
of ductility and hardness.  Any inconsistency in 
this process will lead to the steel being warped, 
distorted or damaged.
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The Bible never promised that life as a 
Christian would be free of problems or 
difficulties. 

The apostle Paul himself suffered and 
endured much for the sake of the gospel.  Yet, 
he is able to say confidently in Romans 5:5 that 
this hope in God will not disappoint because 
the love of God has been generously poured out 
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us.

Life is full of ups and downs.  There are 
seasons where we have to overcome one trial 
after another.  And there are seasons where 
life is peaceful and uneventful.  The period of 
respite in between challenges, where life is 
stress-free and routine, is like the quenching or 
cooling procedure in the process of tempering. 

Although most people would choose the 
peaceful and uneventful over more challenging 
times, we have to acknowledge that there is a 
purpose in every difficulty that we overcome.

For example, one advantage of tempering 
steel is that the end-product, the tempered steel, 
would be stronger and less brittle than before. 
It is more ductile and easily weldable and 
more resistant to abrasion.  In other words, it 
becomes more useful in many industries. 

I would say believers who have survived what 
I call the ‘tempering’ process without turning 
their backs on God, would emerge stronger, 
more adaptable and resilient in character, 
and useful in expanding the Kingdom of God, 
bringing glory to His Name.  They would not 
call it quits when the going gets tough and they 
would not allow trying circumstances to control 
or dictate their behaviour.  Instead, they are 
like long distance runners – slow and steady.  
They just keep running and running by focusing 
on the finish line while trusting in God’s plan, 
timing, and grace to get them across that line. 

But He knows the way I take; When He has 
put me to the test, I will come out as gold 
(Job 23:10)

Let us therefore not run from or complain 
about the various challenges and hardships 
we have to face.  Let us embrace them and 
allow the Lord to develop patience, endurance, 
spiritual maturity and Christ-like character in 
us. 

Remember, Rom 5:5 promises that we will 
not be disappointed or short-changed when we 
place our hope in God because He loves us. 

From Our Heart
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From Persecutor 
To Persecuted

Win* was only 15 years old when he 
started heavily persecuting Christians.  

He indulged in all kinds of vices – including 
drugs, assault, arson, fornication, adultery, 
murder.  He believed without a doubt that he 
was on the right path in life.  

He was also convinced by the erroneous 
belief that one could gain the forgiveness of 
sins by persecuting Christians.   Spurred on 
by this thought, he and his friends would 
regularly harass and intimidate Christians 
at every opportunity they got.  They derived 
much pleasure in destroying church buildings 
and trucks. 

All these changed when Win became 
a Christian after he randomly opened a 
Bible and found himself reading the words 
found in 1 John 1:9 which says – “If you 
confess your sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

From Persecutor 
To Persecuted

No one had shared the gospel with Win.  He 
didn’t know who Jesus was and what it meant 
to be a Christian.  But when he read the verse, 
he found it liberating to discover, for the first 
time in his life, that he didn’t have to attack 
Christians in order to receive forgiveness 
for the many sins he had committed.  All he 
needed to do was to confess his sins to the 
Lord Jesus, give his heart to Him, and the 
Lord will forgive him, cleanse him and come 
and live in him. 

As Win ruminated on the truth of this Bible 
verse, scenes of the violence and harm he 
had inflicted on other people flashed through 
his mind.  He had, up to that point in time, 
led a life of violence and abuse since he was 
old enough to inflict pain on others.  His 
biological father had abused him physically.  
Win hated his father so much that on many 
occasions, he thought of killing him. 

Cover 
Story
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Win knew that what he did in the 
past was wrong.  He regretted living 
such a low life, and wanted to change 
for the better.  So, on the morning 
of 10th June 2000, he decided to ask 
the Lord for forgiveness and started 
going to church to know more about 
the God mentioned in I John 1:9.

Little did he know that he would 
soon turn from being the persecutor 
to being persecuted for his new-
found faith. 

“Deny Christ, if not I will 
shoot you and bring you to 
your grave!”

About two years after Win became a 
Christian his relatives found out about his 
conversion, which displeased them greatly. 
They began to devise a plan to compel Win to 
renounce his new found faith.  

One day, Win found his uncle, cousins and 
a few other relatives arriving at his house 
unannounced.  Immediately, they forced 
him into a car and drove him to a remote 
mountainous region.  There, his uncle 
whipped out a gun, aimed it at Win and said, 
“Deny Christ, if not, I will shoot you and bring 
you to your grave!”.  

Win knew his uncle was a harsh man and 
a man of his words.  He also knew that his 
uncle was more than capable of carrying 
out what he had threatened Win with even 
though Win is his nephew.  His cousins and 
other relatives looked apprehensively at 
Win in silence, waiting for his answer.  But 
Win would not deny Christ because he knew 
that the Lord is real and alive.  He had found 
joy, peace, and fulfilment in Christ.  He told 
himself that, come what may, he would not 
give up on something so precious.  

So, in spite of the tense and dire situation he 
found himself in, Win chose to remain firm in 
his faith.  He prayed silently and feverishly to 
the Lord as he looked in trepidation right into 
the gun barrel.  At the sound of a loud bang, 
Win squeezed his eyes shut and screamed 
at the top of his lungs.  He shuddered and 
braced himself for the explosion of pain that 
would accompany the first shot.  

Surprisingly, there was no pain and no sign 
of blood, except for the smell of gunpowder 
in the air and muffled sounds in his ears.  
Adamant to end Win’s life for rebelling 
against his family, Win’s uncle fired his 
gun again and again.  At the sound of every 
gunshot, Win hollered even louder.  

In total, three successive shots were 
discharged at point blank range. Yet, Win was 
not hurt because each time his uncle pressed 
the trigger, the gun would involuntarily flick 
upwards and the bullets would shoot up into 
the air instead.

It seemed inconceivable that all 3 bullets 
missed Win completely.   Win’s uncle was a 
sharp shooter. He could only conclude that 
what he had just experienced could only have 
been the result of supernatural intervention 
from the God whom Win was worshipping.  

Reeling in shock and disbelief, his uncle 
ran off leaving behind his own son and other 
relatives.  His uncle’s son and 6 other cousins, 
who witnessed the supernatural encounter, 
were intrigued and amazed at how Win could 
have escaped certain death.  

They thought Win had attained some kind 
of supernatural power and they wanted 
some of this power.  So, they asked if Win 
could impart such power to them.  Win told 
them he had no power in himself, but that 
all power comes from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
He then shared the gospel message with 
them and all seven of Win’s cousins received 
salvation that day.

Cover Story
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As Win and his cousins made their way 
down the mountain, they were ambushed 
by a group of about 200 armed soldiers.  
Unknown to Win, the uncle who had tried to 
kill him earlier had instructed the soldiers 
under his command to kill him on sight.  

When the soldiers spotted Win’s car 
driving down the mountain, they opened 
fire, spraying bullets everywhere without 
even ascertaining the identity of the driver 
and passengers in the car.  It was as if they 
had the intention of killing everyone who 
was in the car with Win.  Instinctively, Win 
crouched low and ducked behind the car seat 
as bullets whizzed past his face and body in 
all directions at machine-gun pace.  

When the sound of the gunshots subsided 
and there was no more movement around 
him, Win looked up from where he was 
crouching.  The air was thick with smoke and 
his hearing was muffled due to the deafening 
sound of gunfire.  He carefully climbed out 
of the bullet-riddled and completely-wrecked 
car to discover that all 7 of his cousins, 
including the son of the uncle who had tried 
to kill him earlier, had died instantly of 
gunshot wounds.    

God had protected him once again.
When Win emerged from the car 

unscathed, except for a minor scrape on his 
left leg, the soldiers gasped in astonishment.  
“He must be a god!” they exclaimed.

In spite of the trauma of two unsuccessful 
attempts to kill him on the same day, 
Win never once entertained the thought 
of renouncing his faith in Christ.  These 
miraculous encounters of God’s deliverance 
only strengthened his resolve to follow Jesus 
at all costs. 

Win told the soldiers that he is not god 
but is as human as anyone else. Win further 
explained to them that this was not the day 
for him to die because God had a plan and 
a calling for his life.  He boldly shared the 
gospel message of love and hope with them 
and reiterated the fact that God has a plan 
and a destiny for each and every one of them.  
All the soldiers who had gathered to put an 
end of Win’s life that day ended up receiving 
the Lord’s forgiveness and salvation that day. 
Praise the Lord! 

Pray for Pastor Win and his church that:
• Their ministry to persecuted believers will be 

fruitful.
•	 God	will	abundantly	provide	all	the	finances	

and resources needed in the ministry.
• People will be open and receptive when the 

gospel message is shared, and that many 
hearts will be convicted to repent and receive 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

God indeed has a plan and a purpose for 
Win and that is to be a living testimony of 
Christ’s love and power. 

Just like the apostle Paul in the Bible, Win 
was previously a persecutor of Christians but 
is now a victim of persecution.  Despite the 
danger of losing his life and the lives of his 
family, he is not ready to call it quits.  Because 
he has come to terms with the truth that all 
who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution (2 Tim 3:12).  

He also finds assurance in the Lord’s 
promise in Joel 2:26 - You will have plenty to 
eat, until you are full, and you will praise the 
name of the LORD your God who has worked 
wonders for you. Never again will My people 
be shamed.

Win is now a pastor of a growing house 
church in the Philippines.  Till this day, he has 
never looked back or regretted giving up a 
lucrative career in the civil service to become 
a pastor.  God has called him to disciple new 
converts so that they can remain firm in their 
faith despite being persecuted by their own 
families and communities. 

*Name changed to protect the identity of the individual involved.
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Safe Haven
Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $8,138.00
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Nobody would have imagined that 
a zealot who once took pride in 
intimidating and killing Christians 
would one day follow Jesus and be 
persecuted, to the point of death.

Pastor Win is a living example of the living 
truth that no one is beyond the redemption 
of our great and loving and merciful God. He 
now pastors a church that has been growing 
for the past 5 years.  

Although Pastor Win has a family of his 
own and does not earn much as a pastor, 
he has generously offered to shelter young 
new converts who are being persecuted, 
abandoned or ostracised by their families 
and communities.  He disciples them in the 
Word of God so that they in turn can return 
to their own villages to share the gospel 
message and to disciple others.

Pastor Win and his house church were 
recently asked to vacate the premises they 

ProjectSafe Haven
Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $8,138.00

Contributions can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

God Bless You for your generous contributions.
*In the event that the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund for the persecuted church.

currently occupy.  If things take their natural 
course, he and his family will very soon have 
no place to stay and his church will have no 
place to gather for worship. 

We praise God that a church member has 
given Pastor Win a parcel of land to build a 
church building with a small rectory for him 
and his family to live in.  However, they are 
unable to proceed with the construction due 
to a lack of funds.

We hope that you will prayerfully consider 
giving to the Lord in support of this building 
project.  The aim is to provide a safe haven 
for those who are being persecuted, so that 
they can grow in the faith and eventually 
bring the gospel message back to their 
respective villages. 

May the Lord bless you abundantly for 
giving generously! 

* Name changed to protect the identity of the individual in 
this story.

He who is gracious and lends a hand to the poor lends to the 
LORD, and the LORD will repay him for his good deed.

Prov 19:17



Books & 
DVDs  
for Sale
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Visit our Facebook Shop at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GoshenSG/shop/

to view the full range of our books and DVDs.

Racking your brains thinking of what to give 
someone for a special occasion? 

A great way to bless your loved ones and friends is to build their faith with 
books that speak of how the Lord has acted on behalf of His people in modern 
times.  As we share inspiring, faith-filled books with them, they too will be 
encouraged to trust the Lord and begin to take steps to glorify the Lord Jesus in 
their lives.  

The lame man jumped up at the sound of Peter’s awe-inspiring words: “I do 
not have silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: in the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk!” (Acts 3:6-8).  The people that we are trying to reach 
out to could very well develop the faith to believe the Lord for a miracle in their 
lives when they read inspirational books that tell of God’s great exploits. 

What better gift is there than to bless someone with a book or DVD that will 
encourage and strengthen them in the Lord?  Let these heroes of our faith ignite 
and rekindle that fire in your hearts for Christ.

Buy a Book or 
DVD to support 
Persecuted 
Christians.

For those who are interested to purchase our books or DVDs, you may email us at  
admin@gosheninternational.org or contact us at 6456-0042.

(The prices listed above are not inclusive of charges for postage and bubble wrap).
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Volunteer 
with Us

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week, 
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis 
(for events & activities).
You can help us in the following areas:

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.
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persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities 
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.

© Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form 
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at  
admin@gosheninternational.org.

Our ministry partners are Voice of the Martyrs and Release International.

To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.

This magazine is published bi-monthly and 
distributed free of charge by:

Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
MCI (P) 093/08/2020 
Reg No. 198204059M

All mails to be directed to: 
Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 
Singapore 919191 
Tel: (65)6456 0042 / (65)6456 0423     
Email: admin@gosheninternational.org 
www.gosheninternational.org

Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Mar/Apr 2021

GOSHEN  INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES /  Mar-Apr 2021

Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(9th Mar & 13th Apr)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


