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“Don’t repay evil for evil.  Don’t 
retaliate with insult when people 
insult you.  Instead, pay them back 
with a blessing.  That is what God 
has called you to do and He will 
grant you His blessing.” 

(1 Pet 3:9)
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Dear Beloved Supporters,

Suffering persecution is part and parcel of the Christian 
life.  As we do not belong to this world (John 15:18-19), our 
values, beliefs and lifestyles run contrary to the ways of the 
world.  That is why we should not be surprised if the world 
persecutes us just as it persecuted our Lord Jesus Christ.

In this issue of Stand! we feature the story of Sukbati and 
Unga who discovered that following Christ can be very costly.  
Sukbati lost her husband while Unga lost his son at the hands 
of their persecutors.  Yet, by the grace of the Lord, both 
remain firm in their commitment to Christ. 

Not only do they not hold any animosity towards the men 
who killed their loved ones, they continue to pray that the 
murderers will one day come to faith in Christ. 

We pray that you will be encouraged by their love and 
commitment to the Lord.  And be convinced that Christ is 
worth all the sacrifice and persecution we are facing or 
which we will have to endure sometime in the future.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just 
as in fact you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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From Our 
Heart

Let It Go
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Many years ago, I went on a family 
tour to China with my 3-year-old 
daughter in tow.  I was young and 
physically fit then.  In my enthusiasm, 
I climbed up the Great Wall of 
China carrying my daughter, who 
weighed 15 kg, in my arms.  I was also 
carrying a rather big handbag filled 
with all the necessities and toys a 
3-year-old would need. 

Shortly after I began the climb, my 
face turned an embarrassing beetroot 
red and I was breathing heavily.  
The steps of the Great Wall were 
unexpectedly and extremely steep, 
uneven and slippery, and I had to stop for a 
few seconds to catch my breath after each 
step.

This arduous uphill climb with my daughter 
in my arms reminded me of our journey 
in life - filled with ups and downs.  When 

someone hurts or offends us by what they say 
or do to us, it feels as if they have just handed 
us a baggage to carry.  And when we can’t 
or won’t forgive them, we continue walking 
this journey of life carrying that baggage 
and collecting more along the way as we 
meet different people and challenges in the 
changing seasons of our lives.



If we do not let go of the baggage, there 
will come a time when the load becomes 
too heavy to bear and we begin to fall sick.  
In the natural, carrying excessive weights 
over a prolonged period of time will put 
stress on the weight-bearing joints in our 
hips and knees.  This will speed up the onset 
of osteoarthritis and other musculoskeletal 
problems leading to a debilitating pain that 
will limit our mobility.  

In the spiritual sense, unforgiveness affects 
our relationship with God and others.  It is 
like a toxin that spreads slowly throughout 
our body that will make us sick and that will 
eventually affect every aspect of our lives.  
Over the process of time, unforgiveness 
breeds anger, bitterness, vindictiveness, 
hatred, self-pity and cause us to withdraw 
from people for fear of being hurt again.  

Many of us know what the Bible teaches 
about forgiveness from the famous verse in 
Matt 18:22 which says that “we are to forgive 
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seventy times seven times” and from the 
model prayer given by Jesus in Matt 6:9-15 
– “if you refuse to forgive others, your Father 
will not forgive your sins”.  

Yet for many, forgiveness is difficult, or even 
impossible, because they think that when 
they forgive someone, it means that they 
condone, forget or disregard the offence and 
pretend that those offences never happened.  
It may even lead others to think that the act 
of asking for forgiveness is an admission that 
they, the victim, are in the wrong and that the 
perpetrator is in the right.  Or that there is an 
obligation to reconcile with the one who hurt 
us.  

But these are just myths that deter us from 
releasing forgiveness and keep us stuck in 
the past, unable to move on and unable to 
walk in our God-given destiny because we are 
incapacitated and suffocated by the weight of 
unforgiveness in our spirit.
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Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh 
words, and slander, as well as all types 

of evil behaviour. Instead, be kind to each 
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
just as God through Christ has forgiven you.

(Eph 4:31-32)

In actual fact, forgiveness just means you 
let go of all resentment and negative feelings 
in your heart towards the person who hurt 
you.  You no longer hold on to your demand 
that that person pay back for what he/she did 
to you – any form of lying, betrayal, slander, 
gossip, stealing, cheating or abuse - even if 
that person is unrepentant.  

When I could not continue climbing the 
steps of the Great Wall, I decided to swallow 
my pride and ask for help from my husband.  
The moment I let go and he lifted my 
daughter off from my arms, I felt an instant 
sense of relief and the strain on my arms 
and legs began to ease.  I could now breathe 
normally before making my way down the 
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From Our Heart

Great Wall, determined never to make the 
same mistake again.

Today, as we reflect on our current spiritual 
state, ask the Lord to reveal if there is 
someone we need to forgive.

ASK
Ask the Holy Spirit to empower us with 

inner strength (Eph 3:16) and help us to 
forgive, from our heart, all those who have 
hurt or offended us regardless of whether 
they are sorry for what they did or not.  

LET GO
Even though we may have a right to be 

angry with those who have wronged us, 
surrender that right to God.  Hand over the 
matter over to God and trust Him to work 
justice out in the way and time He deems fit 
(1 Pet 2:23).  Let go of all the negative and 
toxic emotions and let the Holy Spirit heal 
our wounded spirit and restore us back to 
wholeness.

BLESS
Bless those who curse us and pray for those 

who mistreat us (Luke 6:27-28).  Our reward 
will then be great and we will be considered 
children of the Most High, because we are 
kind to the ungrateful and wicked (Luke 
6:35b).

SPEND QUALITY TIME WITH GOD
Spend unrushed quality time alone with 

God.  Allow His presence and His Word to 
affirm our identity and dispel all the ungodly 
beliefs and lies the enemy has deviously 
convinced us to believe.  When we know who 
we are, what we have and what we can do 
according to what the Bible says, then we will 
not get easily offended by what other people 
say or do to us.  Because we are so secure in 
Him - knowing that we are loved and that we 
belong to Him.

Choosing to forgive someone will bring 
great relief and true freedom.  For it is for 
freedom that Christ has set us free, not to 
be enslaved again (Gal 5:1) by our feelings 
of bitterness for being treated unjustly.  
The relief may or may not be instant but 
if we keep asking, if we keep letting go 
and letting God, if we keep blessing others 
while spending quality time with God, relief 
is sure to come flooding into our spirits, 
accompanied by much joy and peace. 
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Sukbati and Unga don’t know each other 
but they have several things in common 
- both live in the Indian state of Odisha 
State, both share a strong faith in Jesus 
Christ, and both have also suffered great 
loss at the hands of those opposed to their 
faith. 

Sukbati’s husband, Ananthram, was 
murdered in 2019 during a period of intense 
violence against Christians in the region 
where they live.  “When I heard that my 
husband had been killed,” Sukbati said, “I 
was afraid they would come and kill the 
whole family.  We have been threatened two 
or three times since the day he died.” 

Unga’s story is painfully similar.  His 
16-year-old son, Samaru, was murdered by 
goon squads in 2020 for his faithful witness.    

Choosing 
To Love The 
Murderers

FAITH OVER IDEOLOGY
Sukbati and her husband, Ananthram, came 

to faith in Christ and were baptized in 2018 
after one of Ananthram’s relatives shared 
the gospel with them.  After they placed 
their faith in Christ, their lives and priorities 
changed.  They became more deeply involved 
in church activities and ministries.  That was 
when the persecution began. 

First, they were ostracized by their own 
neighbours.  Then a couple of villagers cut off 
the utilities to their home, beat Ananthram 
up and warned him to stop his Christian 
activities.  When Ananthram refused to 
abandon his faith in Christ, certain villagers 
began to falsely accuse him of being a police 
informant, an accusation he denied saying, “I 
am a follower of Jesus, not a police informant.  
I work in the fields to earn for my family.” 

Cover 
Story
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Then, one evening in February 2019, 
Ananthram answered a knock at the door 
and was faced with a mob of thugs in front of 
his house.  The men grabbed Ananthram, tied 
his hands behind his back, and dragged him 
away.  His 7-year-old son tried to follow him.  
When the mob threatened to kill the boy, he 
ran to his uncle’s house for help.

The boy and his uncle searched for 
Ananthram that night but could not find 
him.  The next morning, they discovered 
Ananthram’s body on the side of the road a 
few miles from their house.  The murderers 
had fractured Ananthram’s skull with a large 
rock and left a note warning others against 
following Christ.

Cover Story

A TEENAGER’S SACRIFICE
A year later, in the same state, another mob 

of villagers, armed with sticks and daggers 
surrounded Unga’s house at about 11pm one 
night.  Unga was not in the village at the time 
of the incident but his teenage son, Samaru, 
was home alone.  Knowing that his father 
couldn’t be reached by phone, Samaru called 
his uncle, who encouraged him to pray and 
be brave before rushing over to provide help. 

When Samaru’s uncle arrived, 
the mob had already broken into 
the house.  The mob subdued and 
abducted both Samaru and his 
uncle.  Samaru’s uncle managed to 
escape but Samaru was dragged 
into the forest by the mob.

When Unga returned home and learnt that 
his son had been abducted, he immediately 
reported the incident to the local police.  
Unga’s pastors, other Christian families 
from the village and the police searched 
for Samaru for weeks before finding his 
body deep in the jungle.  Samaru’s face 
had been so badly damaged that he was 
barely recognizable.  At the sight of his son’s 
mangled body, Unga fell to the ground and 
burst into tears. 

“After the persecution, we were quite 
worried, filled with fear and sadness,” Unga 
said.  “But we encouraged ourselves in the 
Lord.”

Samaru’s murder was not the first time 
Unga’s family had experienced persecution 
because of their faith in Christ.  In 2017, 
Unga and his nephew were brutally attacked 
by villagers who were known to be rather 
opposed to their faith.  This group of villagers 
denied Christian families in the village access 
to the village’s water well and prohibited 
them from purchasing items from shops in 
the village. 
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NO GOING BACK
Following Christ had come at a great cost 

for Sukbati and Unga but they each remain 
firm in their commitment to Jesus Christ.

When asked why she will not renounce 
Christ and make life easier for herself and 
her five children, Sukbati affirmed her 
unwavering devotion to Christ.  “When 
Ananthram was alive,” she said, “he told us 
one thing: ‘Don’t give up Jesus.’  We came 
to know the truth, and we cannot stop.  
Though my husband lost his life for his faith 
and though it is difficult to take care of our 
children and carry on living without his 
presence and support, I will not give Jesus 
up because He will be with me to care for 
me and my children.”  Although Sukbati and 
her children are the only Christians in their 
village, they boldly share the gospel every 
chance they get.

And Unga expressed a similar 
determination to keep his eyes fixed on 
Christ.  “We have experienced the love of Article by VOM as adapted by Goshen.

the Lord,” he said.  “There is no way that I 
will turn away from Him.”  Since his son’s 
murder, ten other families in their village 
have come to faith in Christ.

Both Sukbati and Unga occasionally see the 
men who killed their loved ones.  Sukbati 
said she hold no animosity toward those who 
killed her husband.  Instead, she prays that 
they will come to know Christ.  Likewise, 
Unga said that he is continually praying that 
those who killed his son will come to faith in 
Christ.

“When I see them,” Unga said, “I don’t get 
angry.  I smile at them, love them and pray 
for them because they also have to know 
Jesus.  It is better to live and face trouble for 
the Lord and go to heaven to be in eternity 
with the Lord than to live in this world with 
sin and go to hell.  Don’t fear the people 
who can destroy our body but not our souls. 
Instead, we must have the fear of the Lord 
working within us.” 
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Projects

Our children are priceless treasures 
and our hope for the future.  But for 
many children of persecuted Christians, 
their future seems bleak and filled with 
gloom as they find themselves stuck in an 
unending cycle of poverty.

This is because Christians living in nations 
inhospitable to the gospel are often treated 
as third class citizens. They are oftentimes 
discriminated against by the larger society 
and abused by their own family members 
and communities.  Because of ongoing 
persecution, children of these Christian 
communities are often denied quality 

educational opportunities and meaningful 
employment when they grow up.  

Would you prayerfully consider giving 
towards Project “Advancing the Great 
Commission”?  

If you are able to sow into this project, 
you will play a crucial role in helping 
children and youths in persecuted Christian 
communities to break out of the vicious cycle 
of poverty caused by a lack of educational 
opportunities and empower them to not only 
stand up for their rights and beliefs, but to 
also fulfill their God-given destiny. 

Project Advancing  
the Great Commission
Target Funds Needed: 

S$471,155

Aim:
Set up e-learning hubs 
equipped with learning 
devices loaded with intuitive 
and interactive educational 
content to improve literacy, 
numeracy, and life skills.  

To reach approximately 5,000 
children and young people 
in persecuted Christian 
communities in Asia, namely, 
Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Laos, 
India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Pakistan and China.

1. 2.

Education - The Key That Unlocks Destiny
Children are a heritage and gift from the Lord God, the fruit from the womb a reward.

(Ps 127:3)

Gifts towards our projects can be made payable to:
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project: Advancing the Great Commission
In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channeled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!
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New Books 
Just In

New Books Just In
Support the Persecuted Church and bless someone at the same time by gifting them 
with a book that will encourage them to fix their eyes on the Lord and to cultivate a 

closer walk with God.  

Visit our Facebook page for the complete list of books and DVDs :  
https://www.facebook.com/pg/GoshenSG/shop/ 

EXTREME DEVOTION
Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matt 16:24).

There has always been a price to follow Christ. For many, it has been the 
ultimate price.  This daily devotional is filled with 365 true accounts of men 
and women who are totally sold out for Christ.  They are inspiring stories 
of courage, commitment, confession and compassion – a price demanded; a 
price paid. 

Each story is true.  Each story is unforgettable.  Each story is incredible.  
Each story will change your life.

S$30

HEARTS OF FIRE
Tara’s father’s words brought only one thought to the mind of the sixteen-
year-old – she must escape for her life.  Beaten to the brink of death, Tara 
– the daughter of a prominent Pakistani Muslim – was locked in her own 
room without food or medical attention. 

All because she was caught with a Bible.

Tara’s story is not unique among the eight courageous women whose stories 
are featured in Hearts of Fire.  These women have overcome extreme 
adversity to emerge as leaders and ministers in the global body of Christ.

Let these role models of faith and passion inspire you to pursue Christ 
with hearts aflame.

S$25

WHEN FAITH IS FORBIDDEN
Grab your passport and come along on a 40-day journey into hostile and 
restricted nations, where we’ll meet brothers and sisters who refuse to deny 
Christ despite being beaten, imprisoned, or even killed for their faith.

When Faith is Forbidden will introduce you to a Chinese Christian woman 
who called six months in prison a “wonderful time”.  We’ll go through armed 
checkpoints to meet an Iraqi pastor praising God just eight days after assassins’ 
bullets ripped into his flesh.  

Each stop on this 40-day journey will provide inspiration and encouragement 
through the story of a persecuted believer.  There are sections in the book 
which encourages the reader to reflect on what it means to follow Christ as 
well as suggestions on how to pray for the persecuted church. The materials in 
this book will help you grow to understand the realities of what it is like to live 
under persecution and to learn from the faithful examples of these courageous 
believers on the frontlines of faith. 

S$25

For those who are interested to purchase our books and/or DVDs,  
you may send us an email at admin@gosheninternational.org or contact us at tel : 6456-0042. 

(The prices listed above are not inclusive of charges for postage and bubble wrap).
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Volunteer 
with Us

JOIN US
We would like to call upon helpers to help us at our 
events and activities as and when we need help.  For 
example, on occasions we need volunteers to help us 
man our book tables at special events or things of that 
nature.

We are also looking for Champions to help us do 
research, organise things, distribute Goshen’s bi-monthly 
magazines in the different churches and to share with 
others about Goshen.

If you are able and willing to help us as and when we 
need help or serve as Goshen’s Champions, contact us at 
6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more details.  We would love to meet up with you and 
discuss further!

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.
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Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Jul/Aug 2022
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(12th Jul)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.

(There will be no prayer meeting in the month of August as we will 
be celebrating Singapore’s National Day on 9th August 2022)


