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“I will praise the Lord 
all my life. I will sing 
praise to my God as long 
as I live.” (Psalms 146:2)
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Dear Supporters,

Does it surprise you that many of our persecuted brothers and 
sisters in Christ around the world are not asking for prayers of 
protection, or praying that God would stop the persecution from 
continuing?

Instead, they are asking us to pray that they will have the strength 
to stand firm and not succumb to the temptation to renounce their 
faith.  Because they know that they will be hated by their persecutors 
because of their belief in Jesus. They believe that if they stand firm to 
the end, they will be saved (Matt 10:22).

Let us therefore, take every opportunity to bless those who belong to 
the family of believers (Gal 6:10), having confidence that as we do so, 
the Lord will bless us in everything we do (Deut 15:10). 

We wish to thank all those who gave generously and sacrificially 
towards Project Safe Haven and Project – Bibles for China.  We have 
reached our target fund. 

In this issue, we are launching two new projects under ‘Project 
- Bless Pakistan’ for persecuted Christians in Pakistan.  Would you 
prayerfully consider giving financial support for these two projects 
and play a pivotal role in advancing the Kingdom of God?  Read more 
about how you can contribute on page 8.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact 
you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!
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From Our 
Heart

Hanging By  
A Thread

Even with all the windows and  
doors locked shut, I could hear the 
distant sporadic sounds of ‘BOOM…
BOOM’ and ‘Bratatatat’, and people 
shouting in a language I could not 
understand a word of.  

I felt a mild tremor as I sat on the toilet bowl 
in the bathroom on the 2nd storey.  I peeked 
out of the tiny window and saw black plumes 
of smoke rising into the sky from just a few 
streets away.  Fear gripped me in that instant.  
I could not continue what I went in there to 
do.  Instead, I gathered my clothes and ran 
downstairs to sit with my team members.  
There was safety in numbers, I thought to 
myself. 

I had recently graduated and was looking 
for some fun and adventure before I started 
hunting for a job.  I figured I would not have 
time for leisure once I started work, so I 
innocently signed up for a 10-day mission trip 
to Cambodia in July 1997, not knowing I was in 
for an unforgettable, nerve-racking adventure 
instead. 

There were six of us, mostly strangers to 
each other when we first met, who went on 
the mission trip.  It was after lunch in the 
afternoon.  We were in a small local church 
teaching several church members how to play 
the keyboard and guitar for worship.  All of a 
sudden, another church member raced into 
the sanctuary with a harried look on his face.  
He rattled off in his local Cambodian dialect 
and some broken English.  As he spoke, the 
other church members looked alarmingly at 
one another, then quickly ushered us out of 
the church building and into an open-air truck 
parked by the side of the dirt road.  
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We could only make out the words, “Go ... Joka 
… house …”.  Although we did not understand 
much of what the Cambodian guy was saying, 
we followed him at the mention of our 
missionary’s name, Joka.  We sat in silence in 
the truck.  As we drove past familiar streets, we 
noticed something strange and unusual – there 
were many soldiers in combat gear holding 
AK-47s patrolling the streets which was not the 
case when we first arrived in Phnom Penh.  

Another missionary and several local 
Cambodian Christians were already at Joka’s 
house when we arrived.  All the windows 
and doors in the house were locked shut even 
though the air was extremely hot and humid in 
the afternoon.  And no one would tell us why 
we were there or why our original scheduled 
plans for the rest of the day were cancelled.  

It was after dinner in the evening, as we 
gathered in the living room, that we were 
eventually told the grave news – a civil war 
had broken out between the two current 
co-premiers, Hun Sen and Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

All television and radio networks, as well as 
telephone lines, were shut down, and there 
was a complete news blackout.  There was no 
way we could contact our families back home 
in Singapore or the Singapore Embassy in 
Cambodia.  

We hunkered down in the tiny 2-storey house 
with only the clothes on our back and our 
wallets.  We wore the same set of clothes for a 
couple of days. And I developed an itchy rash 
on my skin because of this.  Throughout the 
day, no matter how hot it became, Joka would 
not allow anyone to open the windows for fear 
that we would be traumatized by the scenes of 
fighting and death around us.  

Fear and anxiety were evident in everyone’s 
faces but no one gave voice to the feelings 
that were gnawing in our hearts.  We were 
all trying to be brave in front of one another.  
We rationed our food and ate sparingly, not 
knowing how long the war and our food 
supplies would last.  

OUR LIVES WERE HANGING BY A THREAD
“Will we live to tell our testimony? Even if 

we survived the war, will we be crippled and 
scarred for life?”

“If we die here, our families will never know 
what happened to us.”

“How can I die here in a foreign land and at 
such a young age? There are so many things I 
have not yet accomplished!”

These were some of the thoughts that flitted 
across my mind as we waited for some sort 
of news – good or bad, about the war.  The 
hours of waiting and not doing anything were 
excruciatingly unbearable.  Time seemed to 
have stopped.  

I lost all appetite and slept fitfully, waking 
up in cold sweat several times in the night 
anticipating that soldiers would barge into the 
house at any time to kill us or take us captive.  
I found myself praying, “Lord, if I am to die 
here in Cambodia, please make it instant and 
painless.”  Our lives were literally hanging by a 
thread.    

“How frail is humanity!  
How short is life, how full of trouble!”

(Job 14:1)

I realized that everything I have worked so 
hard to achieve and amass could be lost or 
destroyed in an instant.  Without our titles, our 
position at work or in church, our connections, 
our wealth, our educational achievements and 
perhaps our external appearances, we are but 
frail and weak before our Almighty God.  

If our identity, our sense of who we are and 
our self-worth is defined by our profession or 
the net worth of our cash and assets or our 
education or our achievements or who we 
are married to, we will lose our identity and 
sense of self-worth if we lose some or any of 
these.  Knowing that we are first and foremost 
children of God and that we each have a God-
given purpose or destiny to fulfill on earth will 
influence the decisions we make in life, the 
values we choose to embrace, and the people 
we spend time with.

One day we will all stand before Christ to be 
judged for everything we did, including every 
secret thing, whether good or bad.  And we will 
each receive whatever we deserve for the good 
or evil we have done in this earthly body (Eccl 
12:14 and 2 Cor 5:10).

4



And if our sense of self-worth comes from 
the affirmation, recognition and applause 
from men instead of the recognition and 
affirmation that comes from the Lord, then we 
will be constantly disappointed.  Because the 
standards and beliefs of men and the world are 
continually changing. 

GOOD NEWS
After several days hiding in Joka’s house, we 

finally received good news - all foreigners were 
advised to make their way to a specific hotel 
and wait to be evacuated out of Phnom Penh.

By the grace and mercy of God, my entire 
mission team made it safely out of Cambodia 
without a scratch, although we had to leave 
behind our luggage and all the souvenirs and 
gifts we bought.  We were evacuated back to 
Singapore in C-130 transport airplanes with 
only the clothes we were wearing, our wallets 
and our passports. 

The minute our plane landed in Singapore’s 
Changi airport, I felt a tremendous sense of 
relief.  I was immensely grateful to God for 
giving me a second chance in life.  I vowed to 
not waste my time striving to obtain material 
possessions, or recognition from man, or feeling 
envious of those who are successful, wealthy, 
popular and well-connected.  Instead, I will 
spend my time serving the Lord and building 
the Kingdom of God in whatever capacity I can.

On hindsight, I thank God for the ‘traumatic’ 
experience in Cambodia for it changed my 
priorities in life - what used to excite and thrill 
me before did not interest me anymore.   It led 
me to focus on things that are not seen but are 
eternal. 

After all, we brought nothing with us when 
we came into the world, and we can’t take 

anything with us when we leave it.

(1 Tim 6:7)
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After surviving six years in a labor camp, 
Minji, a widow, defected to neighboring China 
only to be detained once more.  Yet it was 
in prison that she came to understand the 
transforming power of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

In 2008, when North Korean authorities caught 
Minji selling South Korean DVDs to earn extra 
money, her husband, Kun-woo, feared for his life.  
As a high-ranking member of North Korea’s State 
Security Department (SSD), he knew his wife’s 
actions, which was punishable by death, could 
implicate him, too. 

To delay his own capture and potentially save 
his teenage children, Kun-woo fled to China.  
Meanwhile, Minji’s relatives, also SSD officials, 
looked after their children and bribed those who 
oversaw Minji’s case to reduce her sentence.  
Instead of death, she received a prison sentence.

Kun-woo returned to North Korea following 
Minji’s release from prison but he was not the 
same man she remembered.  He could not stop 
talking about a book that he had discovered while 
he was in China -- the Bible.  Neither could Kun-

Escape From 
North Korea

woo stop talking about a Being named God who 
hears prayers.  A family he met in China shared 
the Good News of Jesus Christ with him and he 
decided to give his life to Christ. 

“At first, I thought he was crazy,” Minji told 
Release International’s partner.

Kun-woo even started praying with people 
outside the family.  In North Korea, neighbours 
are required to spy on each other as a result of 
which Christians must pray in secret.  Sharing the 
gospel is more dangerous still.  A simple mention 
of the name, Jesus Christ, can lead to arrest.  “I 
think he shared with at least 20 people,” Minji said. 

Eventually, someone reported Kun-woo’s 
Christian activities to the authorities.  One night, 
the authorities came to the couple’s home and 
arrested them.  Kun-woo was immediately taken 
to one of the country’s concentration camps.

Christians in North Korea are routinely sent 
to concentration camps where they are starved, 
overworked and tortured.  It is estimated that 
about 30,000 Christians currently suffer in this 
way.  

Cover 
Story
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Today, Minji believes her husband died in the 
camp, though she has no details of what happened 
to him after his arrest.

At the time of the arrest, Minji’s uncle, who held 
a chief position with the SSD, knew that Minji was 
also in danger of being sent to a concentration 
camp because of her husband’s Christian faith.  
In order to protect her, he had her sent to a less 
brutal labor camp where she was more likely to 
survive.

“I had to walk for ten hours alone, passing at 
least five mountains.”

After more than six years in the labor camp, 
Minji was released.  She decided to defect to 
neighbouring China.  “Our family had no future in 
North Korea after the death of my husband and my 
own imprisonment,” she said.

She bribed a border guard to allow her and one 
of her children to cross the Yalu River into China.  
But after crossing over, her child decided to turn 
back.  On her own, Minji continued walking 
for hours to the place where a friend had a car 
waiting for her.  “To get there, I had to walk for ten 
hours alone, passing at least five mountains,” she 
said.

While in China she and a group of fellow 
defectors were arrested.  Someone reported 
them to the police as possible human traffickers.  
“Because we had no proof of citizenship or visa, we 
were taken to prison.”  This was to be her home for 
the next two years.

“The hardest part was not knowing whether I 
would be sent back to North Korea or if I would 
be able to defect to South Korea.  It was very 
stressful,” she recalls.

“The first time I read the Bible, it felt odd – 
my husband was killed because of the Bible.”

While in prison, Minji was befriended by a 
North Korean woman, who on one occasion used 
her toothpaste to write the words ‘Jesus Christ’ on 
the prison wall.  “It was the first time I saw these 
words.  I asked her what it meant and she began to 
share with me what Christianity is about.”

The Chinese guards had allowed the woman 
to bring a Bible into prison with her, which 
she began reading with Minji.  “The first time I 

Cover Story

Please pray :
• For the safety of North Korean Christian refugees or 

defectors, especially those hiding in various parts 
of China and Russia, as they are frequently being 
hunted down and face imprisonment if caught.

• For believers who are faithfully serving within North 
Korea – that they will receive strength, wisdom and 
discernment from the Lord as they seek ways to 
effectively share the gospel message of hope and 
love so that the church can continue to grow.

• That those who are persecuting Christians will 
experience a profound life-changing encounter with 
our Lord Jesus Christ and come to receive salvation.

Names have been changed.  
Article by Release International as adapted by Goshen.

read the Bible, it felt odd - my husband was killed 
because of the Bible.”

Encouraged by other Christian women in the 
prison, she decided to place her faith in Jesus.  
“I had received so much grace from them,” she 
said.  “I began to wonder about the God who was 
consistently intervening in my life.”

After her release from prison, Minji contacted 
family members in South Korea who arranged for 
her to travel to South Korea.  There she joined the 
Christian discipleship program run by Voice of the 
Martyrs Korea.  Along with other North Korean 
defectors, she received an academic foundation 
as well as instruction in life skills, character 
development, relationship skills and spiritual 
formation.

“I love this program because the teachers here 
teach me the Bible,” she said.  “I have also never 
seen anyone like (these) students before.  I want to 
follow in my husband’s footsteps.  I have a heart to 
follow Jesus like my husband.” 

Thanks to your support, Minji and other defectors 
are being helped to adapt to life in South Korea, and 
to grow in their Christian life and faith.

North Korea has a population of about 25.8 million 
people, out of which only an estimated 100,000 are 
Christians. Whenever a Christian is discovered, the 
entire family is punished. However, despite the threat 
of persecution, Christians in North Korea hold firmly 
onto their faith.
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Project 1:

Kalasha Sewing 
Kit for Women

Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $2,882.88

8

New 
Project 
– Bless 
Pakistan

AIM OF PROJECT:

• To provide Kalasha women an opportunity 
to be trained with sewing skills so that 
they can earn an income to support their 
families.

• To empower rural women, who belong to a 
socially and economically weaker section 
of Pakistani society, to have access and 
control over the resources provided in all 
the on-going training programmes.

Gifts can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project :
(1) Bless Pakistan – Kalasha Sewing Kit for Women, or (2) Bless Pakistan – Legal Aid for Persecuted Christians. 

In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

Project 1:

Kalasha Sewing 
Kit for Women

Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $2,882.88

Persecution is escalating and increasing in intensity around the 
world, and Pakistan is not exempt.  Being a poor and marginalized 
community, many Christians in this country are subjected to some 
form of persecution or other.  They are vulnerable and often 
targeted by those who would take advantage of their lowly status in 
society.  In most cases, Christians do not have the financial means to 
economically fend for themselves or defend their rights in court.

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!
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One such person that is receiving 
legal aid assistance is Sabrina*:

Sabrina is 17 years old and is a college 
student in the Faculty of Arts.  She is a 
Christian and an active member in her 
church.

When she was returning home 
from college in April 2020, she was 
kidnapped by her neighbour and his 
friends.  A few months prior to the 
abduction, her kidnapper had been 
stalking her and tried to get her to renounce 
her faith, but she stood firm under pressure 
and did not succumb to his many harassments.  

Gifts can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

AIM OF PROJECT:

• To provide free legal aid and assistance for 
victims of persecution because of their faith and 
by providing shelter and medical help for those 
who need them.

• To represent and assist Christian believers in 
the courts and in police stations, conduct habeas 

or recovery missions together with the police in 
cases of kidnapping, forced detention/marriage/ 
prostitution.

• To help them realize a measure of justice via 
the legal system and assist them in practical 
financial ways and encouraging them by letting 
them know that they are not alone and that 
people the world over are praying for them.

After her abduction, Sabrina was 
raped and tortured.  Under extreme 
stress, Sabrina was forced to marry 
her kidnapper.  

VOM is providing assistance to 
Sabrina and her family and to help her 
secure a divorce from her kidnapper. 

Would you prayerfully consider 
giving towards Project – Bless Pakistan, 
to help our vulnerable brothers 
and sisters in Christ overcome their 

challenges, be strengthened in their faith to 
stand on their own and, in turn, be witnesses 
and ambassadors for Christ? 

Project 2:

Legal Aid for 
Persecuted Christians
Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $3,740.88

Project 2:

Legal Aid for 
Persecuted Christians
Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $3,740.88

(In your e-mail to us, please indicate the name of the specific project :
(1) Bless Pakistan – Kalasha Sewing Kit for Women, or (2) Bless Pakistan – Legal Aid for Persecuted Christians. 

In the event the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund towards Persecuted Christians)

May the Lord bless you abundantly for giving generously!

New Project 
– Bless Pakistan

* Name changed to protect the identity of the individual’
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We are looking 
for Champions!
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Scan this QR code and  
complete the Google registration form  

if you wish to volunteer with us.

If you are able and willing to serve as Goshen’s Champions, contact us at 
6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.  

We would love to meet up with you and discuss further!

We are looking 
for Champions!

To do research
To organise things

To distribute Goshen’s 
bi-monthly magazines 
in different churches To share with others 

about Goshen!
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WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

LEGAL 
ADVICE

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

Volunteer 
with Us

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week, 
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis 
(for events & activities).
You can help us in the following areas:

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can encourage 
others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,  
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Pet 4:10)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.



Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving 
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities 
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.

© Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form 
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at  
admin@gosheninternational.org.

We are members of International Christian Association and part of the Voice of the 
Martyrs network.

To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.
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distributed free of charge by:

Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
MCI (P) 093/08/2020 
Reg No. 198204059M

All mails to be directed to: 
Goshen International Ministries Ltd 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 
Singapore 919191 
Tel: (65)6456 0042 / (65)6456 0423     
Email: admin@gosheninternational.org 
www.gosheninternational.org

Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Jul/Aug 2021
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(13th Jul & 10th Aug)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


