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Dear Valued Supporters,
May God, the source of hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means
of your faith in him, so that your hope will continue to grow by the
power of the Holy Spirit.” (Rom 15:13) (GNT).
Hope is the firm assurance and conviction of things not seen. Our
hope is founded in God’s character because we know who He is and
believe that He will fulfil all that He has promised in His Word.
Without hope, life becomes meaningless and suffering will be
intolerable. Hope in the Lord brings joy and peace. It is this hope that
will sustain and give us the ability to withstand all forms of unjustified
and undeserved persecution that many Christians around the world
are facing in increasing intensity.
We pray that you will partner us in bringing hope to our persecuted
brothers and sisters in Christ by way of prayer, financial support or by
sending letters of encouragement to them so that they will be assured
that they are not forgotten or alone.

You

We will love the opportunity
to visit your church or small
group to raise awareness of the
plight of persecuted Christians
among those in your circle of
influence. We can share in
your services or meetings, run
mission booths and conduct
interesting activities for people
of all ages. By inviting us, you
may be playing an important
part to support our persecuted
brethren.
Contact us at 6456-0042
or email:
admin@gosheninternational.org
for more information.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in
fact you are doing.
Blessings!

Give a Love Offering

Scan the QR code for a soft copy
of this newsletter!

For gifts to the General Fund of GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:
1) Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339
Account : 508-308962-001
2) Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
3) By Cheque issued in favour of
GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
mail to My Mail Box (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191
(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)
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Scan to donate
via PayNow!

From Our
Heart

More Than A
Conqueror …
If you were chased out of your home because you started going to church, would you
still follow Jesus?
What if your house was burned down because you chose to believe in God, would you
regret accepting Christ?
Can you still praise God if your children were forcefully taken away from you because of
your faith in the Lord?
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Vera, a Christian was told to either give up her church membership
or resign from her part-time teaching job in a university.
Three families from the Akha tribe in Laos were told to renounce
e
their “Jesus religion”, if not they would have to leave their villag
and move somewhere else.
h,
After Ishika placed her faith in Christ and started attending churc
will
he
that
her husband left her and their 3 children, and told her
not return until she renounced her faith in Christ.
An Indonesian Christian family’s worship session in their own home
was rudely interrupted by a neighbour who burst in, and told them
not to hold a Christian meeting in their house.

Laxmi’s husband left her and their 7-year old daughter behind
and married another Nepali woman because Laxmi refused to stop
attending church.
(Source : VOM)

Like these modern-day believers, the Apostle
Paul also suffered considerably for the sake of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. He was flogged numerous
times, beaten with rods, suffered many dangers
and went without food and water during his many
missionary journeys (2 Cor 11:22-33). Yet, his
faith grew stronger. He did not waver and he did
not regret following Christ. Neither did he stop
preaching the gospel or praying for the sick.
Vera, Ishika, Laxmi and the 3 families from the
Akha tribe, chose to stand firm in their faith in
Christ. As a result, Vera lost her job. Both Ishika
and Laxmi lost their marriages as well as their
source of income and security, and the 3 families
were forcefully expelled from their homes and
village.
However, in exchange for these sufferings, they
gained the hope of eternal life with Christ. They
considered this hope of far greater value than the
material things or positions they lost for His sake.
Moses, in Hebrew 11: 26-27, regarded disgrace or
suffering for the sake of Christ as something of
greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because
he was looking ahead to his reward, and he
persevered without fear because he saw Him who
was invisible.
In addition, suffering persecution gives
believers unique opportunities to demonstrate
God’s grace and power at work in our lives.
Believers going through the fires of persecution
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learn to lean on God for the strength they need to
overcome the hurts, the losses and the rejections
they have suffered. God has a gracious purpose
for each of us even in life’s most painful moments.
We should not be surprised by persecution
but be prepared for it.
For you have been granted [the privilege] for
Christ’s sake, not only to believe and confidently
trust in Him, but also to suffer for His sake (Phil
1:29) (AMP), and if they persecuted Jesus, they will
also persecute us (John 15:20a).
If we are not prepared to be persecuted, we are
destined to fail Him when crisis hits. It is like
going out into the street without an umbrella
or raincoat when the skies are covered with
dark clouds, and punctuated with thunder and
lightning. You are bound to get drenched when
the rain comes.
How then can we prepare ourselves?
As I read the true stories of Vera, Ishika, Laxmi,
and many others, I reflected on my own level of
faith and endurance, and recognised my own
unpreparedness for persecution. As I meditated
on the Word of God and how I can draw strength
from Him, the Lord impressed upon my heart the
truth that strength comes only when we cultivate
a close, personal, affectionate, open and loving
relationship with our Creator. The way to draw
strength from God is this -

From Our Heart

1. Intimacy with the Lord
The only way to cultivate intimacy with the Lord
is to spend time alone with God in your secret
place on a daily basis. It is not just knowing about
God or reading about Him in the Bible, but it is
understanding His heart and love for His people
and knowing who you are in His eyes.

2. Reading the Word of God
You cannot follow or obey someone without
knowing who He is, what is in his heart and mind,
what he likes and does not like, and what his
principles for life are.

3. Worshipping the Lord
We were created to worship God. When we
worship him, we find true joy, peace, strength and
purpose in life.
Col 1:11 promises that we will be strengthened
with all power according to His glorious might, so
that we may have great endurance and patience.
We can’t afford to wait till a crisis hits us, then
turn to God.
Don’t procrastinate. Don’t say, “Let me get that
promotion at work, or buy my dream house first,”
or “Let my children graduate from school first,
then I will spend more time with God.” Start now
before it is too late.
Since we cannot avoid persecution, how then
should we respond when we are singled out
and victimised, ostracised, harassed, ridiculed
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or treated unfairly because we chose to turn to
Christ?
Do we return an eye for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth and say, “It’s payback time, they deserved
it!”
What does God have to say about what our
response should be?
His response is a stark contrast to the ways of
the world. He tells us to pay them back with a
blessing instead. You must be thinking, “You’re
kidding right?”, “This doesn’t make sense,” “How
can you bless someone who hurt or wronged
you?” How do you love somebody who hates you
and will grasp every opportunity to scheme your
downfall?
The Bible says, “Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t
retaliate with insults when people insult you.
Instead, pay them back with a blessing. That
is what God has called you to do, and He will
grant you His blessing” (1 Peter 3:9). Love your
enemies, and pray for those who persecute
you (Matthew 5:44), and do good to those who
hate you (Luke 6:27). It is only by receiving
empowerment from God that we can forgive
and love our enemies. Again, we need to spend
time alone with God in the secret place to draw
strength from Him.
I pray that God will give us the strength and
courage to keep following Christ, regardless of
the consequences. Then we can truly say, we are
more than conquerors.
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Indian Christians
Face New Legal
Challenges
In one sense, simply accusing pastors and
evangelists of ‘fraudulent conversion’ is
nothing new. In the past, however, such
accusations of forcing or bribing people to
become Christians were often swiftly dealt
with and not a single accusation had ever led
to a conviction.

Certain forces in Indian society are
increasingly using the law to vilify
Christian pastors, reports Release’s
Kenneth Harrod (adapted by Goshen
International Ministries)
Over the last two decades, India has seen
many attacks on Christians, particularly on
pastors and church buildings. Churches have
been vandalised and pastors beaten up.
Whilst the physical violence continues, we
also see a sharp rise in legal charges being
filed against Christians.
‘Making serious criminal allegations is the
new order of the day,’ said one of Release
International’s partners. ‘Much of the focus
has shifted from physical assault and violence
to making criminal cases.’ This can make
life very difficult for those accused, such
as pastors and their families, and church
members.
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In Northern Uttar Pradesh state, following
a complaint by certain groups of ‘conversion
activities’, a pastor was arrested last October
after a Sunday morning service. Thanks to
the intervention of Release partners, he was
released later that day without a charge being
registered against him.
The following month in central Madhya
Pradesh, an Assemblies of God pastor and
four church members were assaulted by
thugs after a prayer meeting in a church
member’s home. They were taken into
custody on the accusation of ‘religious
conversion’ activities, but were later released
without a formal charge being made, thanks
to the intervention of Release partners.
In December, a group of 20 gangsters
in Karnataka state attacked a group of
Christians who were distributing gospel tracts
in a village. Two Christians were severely
beaten and had to be taken to hospital for
treatment. The rest of the Christians were
taken into custody where they were accused
of conversion activities through gospel tract
distribution. Again, through the intervention
of Release partners, the men were all later
released.

Incidents like these have been common in
India in recent years, with pastors usually
being released quickly without being
charged. At the same time, physical attacks
on Christians in the past have sometimes led
to successful charges being brought against
the attackers with jail sentences being given.

Cover
Story

New Trend
The new strategy employed by these hostile
groups is to file a variety of accusations
against pastors, under the more serious
sections of India’s penal code. This can
make bail applications more difficult, and
can frustrate gospel ministry in a local
area without any danger that the attackers
themselves will be charged with any crime.
A pastor in Northern India was arrested in
early January on the accusation of hurting
local sentiment, fraudulent conversion and
unlawfully detaining people at a church
gathering. Despite there being no criminal
record against the pastor, several initial bail
applications were rejected. He was finally
granted bail and released about one month
after his arrest.
There is also increasing pressure to force all
Christian missionaries to leave the country on
the grounds that Christian missionary work
threatens the unity of the country and that
conversions to Christianity are weakening
democracy.
Please pray that:
• All Christians facing false charges will find
strength in the love of the Lord to overcome
the challenges. Pray that truth and justice
will prevail, and all false charges against
them will be dropped.
• The Lord grant believers and ministry
workers divine wisdom and spiritual
discernment as they continue their ministry
work.
• Believers will be empowered by the Holy
Spirit to be effective witnesses for Christ.

(Source : Release International and adapted by Goshen)
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Persecution and
the God of Elijah
The question has been asked before.
“Why do Christians in restricted nations
continue to suffer oppression and
persecution because of their faith in
Jesus?”
I believe that the book of 1 Kings provides
us with some valuable lessons about how the
Father works in His world.
In chapter 17, for example, we encounter
God’s people ruled by King Ahab, who
provoked God’s anger more than any other
king. The nation had sunk to a condition of
deep degradation.

8

FALSE GODS
It had been 58 years since King Solomon’s
reign had come to an end. Since then, there
had been seven wicked kings who allowed
the worship of Astarte and Ba’al to rampant
in the nation. In particular, Jezebel, a nonJew, had married into Hebrew royalty,
insisted on introducing pagan gods into the
spiritual life of the people. The adoration
of Ba’al oppressed God’s people like never
before.
Into this arena, from the East (the original
land allotted to the tribe of Gad) appeared the
prophet Elijah. He arrived on the scene from
almost nowhere with a message from God
(a little like Melchizedek, the king and priest
in the book of Genesis). His fellow prophets
had suffered tremendous oppression and had
been forced into hiding.

Reflections

Elijah’s call was for the whole nation to turn
away from false gods and to worship the one
true God – Jehovah (Yahweh). If they did not
repent of their unfaithfulness to Yahweh, He
would hold back the rain, so necessary for an
agricultural economy, from the land. Their
trust in Ba’al for the provision of all their
needs would be shown up for the worthless
faith that it was.
We know the end of the story – how
God proved Himself to be unique and
incomparable. There is no god like our
God, the God of Elijah. He provided
food and water for Elijah, safe travel for
him throughout the land and comfort
during distress. Most importantly, Elijah
experienced God’s presence.
Today, various ideologies and their
proponents continue to oppress the Lord’s
people even as they go about peacefully
serving the Lord and their local communities.
Yet, the threats of these groups cannot
ultimately deny God’s purpose from being
fulfilled.
Like Elijah, fellow believers from around
the world are merely weak vessels whom the
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Lord uses to get the gospel message of love
across to the world.
But the God we lean on is more than able!
He is more than able to strengthen His
people, encourage them, provide for them,
inspire their hearts and, in many cases,
protect them from harm and danger.
The Lord allows persecution to teach His
people to more fully lean on Him during
times of oppression. By allowing some
of His people to be persecuted, the Lord
shows Himself strong on their behalf as He
hones their character into Christ-likeness.
It is through persecution that many of our
brothers and sisters are pushed into a corner
where they have to learn to deeply cast
themselves into the mercies of the Lord. It
is in the heat of persecution where believers
learn to be humble and obedient as they
experience the faithfulness of the God they
serve.
For Christians enduring oppression, there is
hope. Hope is a Person who died, conquered
the grave, and was raised to life.
(Article by Release International and adapted by Goshen)

9

GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES / Jul-Aug 2020

“Chosun” Bibles
for North Korea

Project

Target Funds Needed :

SGD $7,020.00

One of the curious phenomena which
many have observed is that some of the
fastest growing number of new Christians
in the world are located in countries where
persecution has been the most intense.
One such case is North Korea.
Christians in North Korea are willing to
endure systematic starvation, persecution and
imprisonment for a God whose name some are
determined to erase.
Instead of asking for food or freedom, the
North Korean church is requesting for tools so
that they can expand the work of proclaiming
the gospel of Christ to more people in their
nation. Voice of the Martyrs Korea (“VOMK”)
has since been providing some of these tools
by printing and distributing the North Korean
Full Study Bible in the North Korean “Chosun”
dialect.
Many may not be aware that there is a
40% linguistic difference between the North
Korean and South Korean language, making
it a challenge for North Koreans to read and
understand the South Korean Bible.
There are also words in the Bible that are
difficult for North Koreans to understand. Some
examples of difficult-to-understand words
include: “salvation”, “revelation”, “sin” and

“repentance”. Most
North Koreans do not
have the opportunity
to ask people around
them for help because
most Christians in the
nation are practicing
their faith in secret.
The North Korean Full Study Bible contains a
study commentary that explains the meanings
of these difficult-to-understand words, and
biblical annotations that are translated into the
North Korean dialect by a special team who
are supervised by five different theological
professors.
The main aim of this project is to give North
Koreans the opportunity to read the Bible in
their own language and experience the true
freedom it brings. The Bibles are provided
freely and discipleship training is provided
wherever the North Koreans are.
Funds are needed to pay for the printing
and distribution of these Bibles and Goshen is
pleased to play a part in raising funds for this
project.
We hope that you will prayerfully consider
joining us in bringing the Word of God to North
Korea.

Contributions can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:
OCBC Bank Code : 7339
Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M
(For a direct deposit into our bank account or PayNow, please inform us via email to admin@gosheninternational.org or
call 6456 0042 to facilitate our accountability to you.)
Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address :
My Mail Box (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

God Bless You for your generous contributions.
*In the event that the target fund is reached, any excess will be channeled to the general fund for the persecuted church.

10

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week,
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis
(for events & activities).

Volunteer
with Us

You can help us in the following areas:

WEB
DESIGN

LEGAL
ADVICE

LOGISTICS/
TRANSPORT

MISSIONARY

AMBASSADOR

ADMIN

EVENTS/
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHER

If you have been persecuted - mistreated, victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or
harassed because of your faith in Christ, we would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly
magazine so that we can encourage others in the same situation not to give up hope.
Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for
such sacrifices are pleasing to God” (Hebrews 13:16) (ESV)
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Goshen International
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ,
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Jul/Aug 2020
Date/Day/Time

Venue

Event

Tuesday
8pm – 10pm

Online and by invitation only

GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING
for Persecuted Christians.

(14th Jul & 11th Aug)

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue,
you will be notified via email.

Goshen International Ministries Limited is a non-denominational charity serving
persecuted Christians in Asia and beyond. We are incorporated under the Charities
and Companies Act of the Republic of Singapore.
© Goshen International Ministries Ltd
The Material contained in this publication cannot be reproduced in any form
without permission. You may request for permission by emailing us at
admin@gosheninternational.org.
Our ministry partners are Voice of the Martyrs and Release International.
To unsubscribe, please email admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042.
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