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“Abide in Me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,  
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-5)
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Dear Valued Supporters,

The start of the new year is a time where most of us give thanks for 
the successes we achieved or reflect on the mistakes we made in the 
year that just went by, and to make resolutions for the year ahead. 

As we begin a new year, what resolutions would you make for the 
year 2021?  To earn more money?  To buy that dream car or get that 
dream job or position? To lose some weight or to be more popular? 

The joy and fulfilment we obtain from material possessions are, at 
best, temporary and fleeting.  Even if we achieve vain ambitions, we 
will soon get restless again and start striving for something more or 
something else to fill the void in our hearts. 

King Solomon had power, position, prosperity and great wisdom – 
everything he could need for a lifetime of success.  Yet, as he surveyed 
all that his hands had done and what he had toiled to achieve, he 
came to the conclusion that everything was meaningless, and a 
‘chasing after the wind’ (Eccl 2:11).

Phil 2:4 urges us to not merely look out for our own personal 
interests but also for the interests of others.  

Would you consider making a New Year’s resolution to look out 
for the interests of our persecuted brothers and sisters? Would you 
consider praying for and supporting fellow believers labouring in 
places where it can be dangerous to profess faith in our Lord?  You 
may do so by giving financial support, by praying or by sending letters 
of encouragement to them. 

In this issue, we are launching ‘Project – Safe Haven’ to support the 
persecuted in the Philippines. Read more about this project on page 10.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact 
you are doing.

Blessings!

Word from  
Goshen International 
Ministries

For gifts to GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

1)  Bank Transfer to OCBC Bank Code : 7339            Account : 508-308962-001
2)  Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 
3)  By Cheque issued in favour of 
      GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED
      Please mail cheque to My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228, Singapore 919191

(For all love gifts please e-mail admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you. If you are giving towards a specific project, please 
indicate the name of the project in your e-mail. Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions with respect to the projects that we are undertaking in support of the persecuted 
church. Many blessings to you in the Name of the Lord!)

Give a Love Offering

We will love the opportunity 
to visit your church or small 

group to raise awareness of the 
plight of persecuted Christians 
among those in your circle of 
influence.  We can share in 

your services or meetings, run 
mission booths and conduct 

interesting activities for people 
of all ages. By inviting us, you 
may be playing an important 

part to support our persecuted 
brethren.

Contact us at 6456-0042  
or email:  

admin@gosheninternational.org 
for more information.

Scan the QR code for a soft copy  
of this newsletter!

VOICE of Persecuted 
Christians

  How  
we can serve  

              You
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Scan to donate 
via PayNow!



Deep And Wide

From Our 
Heart

This was what Leah experienced in her village in Myanmar.  The experience of 
social isolation in that village must have felt like solitary confinement in a prison cell.  It became so 
unbearable that she could no longer survive and had to leave the village.  

We are all social creatures and extreme social isolation causes countless negative effects on our 
mental and physical state, like loneliness, sleeplessness, anxiety, etc. 
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My sisters and my mom were all the family I had.  I loved them dearly. 
When they passed away one after another, my world started to crumble. 
I realised I was truly all alone.  To make matters worse, fellow villagers 
started isolating me because I was a Christian.  No one would speak to 
me or help me in any way. 

“

”
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Just as a secure foundation is critical in 
ensuring a building structure does not collapse,  
deep and strong roots help anchor a tree to the 
ground and also supply moisture and nutrients 
to the rest of the tree. 

For example, the root system of a mature 
oak tree can run for hundreds of miles.  The 
oak tree’s taproot, its chief anchor, grows 
deep vertically before branching out into an 
extensive system of roots that can grow and 
spread laterally up to a length of 4 to 7 times the 
width of the tree’s crown.

When confronted with a crisis or challenging 
situation, seek God in humility and trust in 
the promises laid out in His word.  Each time 
we personally experience God’s salvation 
and redemption and we overcome challenges 
with His help, we grow in our knowledge and 
conviction of His faithfulness and goodness.  
As we do that, we start growing ‘roots’ in Him.  
And these ‘roots’ bring nutrients to feed and 
sustain us, and makes us healthy.  

Each encounter with God is like a new 
root branching out further and deeper, thus, 
anchoring us more and more in Him, to the 
point where we become unshaken, even in a 
tempest.

The wicked are blown away by every stormy 
wind but when a catastrophe comes, the lovers of 
God have a secure anchor (Prov 10:25).

Leah could have taken the easy way out by 
renouncing her faith in Christ.  Then she would 
have been accepted, and life in the village 
would have been more comfortable for her.  

The temptation of seeking instant relief from 
the pressure of persecution by renouncing her 
faith can be overwhelming.  Yet Leah did not 
give in to the allurement.  Instead, she chose 
to stand firm.  She travelled to another nearby 
village where the missionary and pastor, who 
led her to Christ, lived.  They welcomed her with 
open arms and provided food and temporary 
housing for her.  There, Leah continued to attend 
church and grow in the faith.

CHOOSE RIGHT, DIG DEEP
The ‘storms of life’ can either make or break 

us depending on whether we have a strong and 
deep foundation in the right place, that is in 
Christ Jesus.

How then do we ensure that our faith remains 
unshaken?
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1) HEAR the word of God
2) Put it into PRACTICE
3) Choose the RIGHT PLACE
4) Lay a DEEP and SECURE FOUNDATION
When the storms and floods rage against that house, 
it continues to stand strong and unshaken through 
the tempest, for it has been wisely built on the right 
foundation (Luke 6:47-48).
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WHERE IS YOUR ANCHOR?
Having an outward appearance of spirituality 

like attending church or a Bible study group 
faithfully week after week, or perhaps serving 
in a ministry in church and doing many good 
works, does not guarantee that we will not 
collapse, feel discouraged or defeated or fall 
into sin when tragedy strikes.  

Sheena, 15, was born into a Christian family.  
Although she attended church every week, she 
rarely read the Bible or spent time in prayer.  
Socially awkward and shy, she had few friends.  
Wanting to be accepted in school, she tried her 
best to blend in and do what others are doing.  

All was well until Sheena’s one and only 
best friend betrayed her and socially cut her 
off after she found a new group of friends to 
hang out with.  That’s when Sheena’s ‘world’ 
collapsed as if a tornado swept in unannounced 
and turned her world upside down.  She lost 
sleep and appetite to the extent that she fainted 
during school hours.  

It took Sheena 2 years to recover and much 
counselling and prayer.  And the process of 
recovery started when Sheena began to build 
the right foundation through prayer, worship 
and meditating on the Word of God.  

Instead of her friends, God became Sheena’s 
true anchor in life.  Her perspective on life, 
school and friends began to change.  She felt 
strengthened, refreshed and recharged each 
time she had communion with God – pouring 
out her heart to Him and waiting for His loving 
response. 

A PROCESS THAT CANNOT BE RUSHED
Good things take time. 

It may take 3-6 months to lay the foundation 
of a single-storey house. For a skyscraper, 
however, it may take anywhere between 2½ to 
3 years.  

From Our Heart
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In the same way, building the right 
spiritual foundation requires much 
time and intentional effort on our 
part.  It involves a process of learning 
and growing in our knowledge of and 
encounter with God.

Having a firm foundation in Christ 
does not mean that we will not 
make mistakes or face any  
hardship or adversity in life.  But 
it does mean that we will have the 
strength and fortitude to persevere 
through, overcome challenges and 
finally emerge victorious.

Therefore, let us get past the elementary 
stage in the teachings about Christ, advancing 
on to maturity and perfection and spiritual 
completeness, without laying again a foundation 
of repentance from dead works and of faith 
toward God (Heb 6:1).

What and where have you laid your 
spiritual foundation? 

Is it your position or title in society or church? 

Is it your wealth and fame, or the power you 
wield over others? 

Or is it a denomination, or compliance with a 
religious tradition or ceremony?

Build your life on the true and unshakeable 
foundation in life – Christ Jesus – and make a 
choice to grow deep in your walk with Him. 

This reminds me of a song I loved to sing 
along to when I was a young Christian.

Jesus You’re My Firm Foundation
Jesus You’re my firm foundation

I know I can stand secure
Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I put my hope in Your holy word
I put my hope in Your holy word

I have a living hope
I have a future

God has a plan for me
Of this I’m sure, of this I’m sure

Your word is faithful
Mighty with power
God will deliver me

Of this I’m sure, of this I’m sure
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Persecution against Christians in some 
parts of India have been increasing during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, reports Release’s 
Kenneth Harrod. 

Pastor Balwinder Bhatti had spent a joyful 
evening leading a prayer meeting in the 
house of one of the members of his small 
congregation.  At about 9pm that night he 
headed home to his young family.  He never 
got there. 

On the way home, 40-year old Pastor 
Balwinder, was intercepted by a group of 
thugs.  They attacked him, beat him and then 
stabbed him to death. 

For three years, Pastor Balwinder had 
been pastoring an independent church in 
Zira, a town in India’s northern Punjab state.  
According to Release’s partner in India, 
Pastor Balwinder had been threatened many 

No Peace during 
the Pandemic

times by unknown thugs who repeatedly 
called on him to stop his gospel ministry.  
Undeterred, he ignored their threats and 
continued to follow his calling. 

Pastor Baldwinder and his wife Nisha, 39, 
had a family of five children, aged between 
5 and 13 years old.  They were from a very 
poor background.  ‘After her husband was 
killed Nisha was left helpless and very much 
worried about her children’s future,’ said 
Release’s partner, who had been providing 
financial support and food aid to the family. 

Pastor Balwinder’s killing was among 
a spate of martyrdoms in India in recent 
months.  ‘There has been an increase in 
physical violence during the Covid-19 
pandemic: six murders, and a number of 
physical attacks that have left pastors and 
church members injured,’ our partner said. 
‘The spreading of the virus is given as a reason 
for these attacks.’  

Cover 
Story
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At the same time, because of the pandemic, 
helping victims and their families has 
become more challenging.   For example, 
it has become much more difficult to reach 
out to villages in the interior than was the 
case before the Covid-19 crisis.  Help usually 
reached those in need later than expected 
and victims had to go through a lot of 
obstacles before they received any support. 

Pastor Munshi Devu Tado and his wife, 
Jaini, became Christians three years ago.  
From the moment they came to faith, 
members of their extended family as well 
as some of their neighbours attempted to 
persuade them to renounce Christ.  However, 
Pastor Munshi and Jaini remained firm in 
their faith. 

‘Munshi was abducted, taken into a 
jungle area and shot dead’

Munshi then began sharing the gospel in 
the village in Maharashtra state where they 
lived.  On two occasions village gangsters 
warned him to stop doing what he was doing.  
Eventually he left the main village and built 
a small house in a nearby agricultural land 
that he owned.  From there he began running 
Christian worship services. 

One Friday afternoon, after a time of prayer 
and fasting with a small group of believers, 
Munshi was abducted by a group of thugs.  
He was taken into a jungle area about two 
kilometres away, and shot dead. 

Following his killing, Munshi’s wife 
Jaini fled from the village with their three 
daughters and son – all aged between 2 and 
9 years old.  She took refuge in the home of 
a Christian family in a nearby village.  Her 
family and her late husband’s family have 
prevented her from returning home.

In recent months, pastors who have sought 
to visit needy church members have been 
accused of spreading the Covid-19 virus.  
However, Release’s partner pointed out 
that no such accusation is levelled at people 
who have been engaged in other activities 
involving the close inter-mingling of large 
crowds of people. 

COURAGEOUS TEENAGER

Christian teenager, Samaru Madkami, 
from Odisha state was one of just three 
families in their village who had come to 
faith through the gospel outreach of a local 
church.  When the pastor stopped visiting 
to conduct services – because of repeated 
threats – Samaru, just 16 years old, took it 
upon himself to lead church meetings.

Subsequently, he and two other Christians 
were abducted from their homes during the 
night, and taken into a mountainous area. 

While the two older men managed to 
escape, Samaru was slaughtered, his body 
mutilated and buried.  When his remains 
were eventually found, our partner provided 
a van so that the impoverished family could 
properly dispose of his body.

After Release’s partners reported the 
murder to the police, four men were arrested.  
Our partners continue to support all three 
families, and have helped them to relocate for 
their safety. 

‘They had received threats several times 
from thugs to stop worshipping Jesus Christ, 
but they are firm in their faith,’ said our 
partner. 

Cover Story

(Article by Release International and adapted by Goshen)

PLEASE PRAY
• that God will comfort all these families 

who have suffered loss
• for justice for believers who have been 

attacked and killed
• for courage and wisdom for Christian 

leaders facing persecution
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Reflection

Who Shall Separate Us 
from the Love of Christ?
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The victory of Jesus on the cross 
enables us to face persecution with 
deep assurance, reflects Release 
partner H. John.

Often, I go to villages in central and North-
Eastern Nigeria to talk to and pray with 
victims of gruesome attacks by terrorists 
and militants.  Sometimes I attend hurried 
funerals, with families not having time to 
mourn and properly bury their dead.  In 
these terrible circumstances, the words of the 
Apostle Paul to the Romans come powerfully 
to mind:

“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword?” (Romans 8:35).

The reality is almost overwhelming, as 
I stand by the mass graves of women and 
children, many charred beyond recognition, 
buried alive in their homes.  Yet the politically 
correct explanation is to blame climate 
change and the movement of people in search 
of grazing land for these atrocities.

RIDICULED AND SCANDALISED
In our post-modern world, belief in God 

is often deemed primitive and speaking out 
about Christ is hate speech.  To even bring 
up Jesus Christ for discussion is deemed 
dangerous in many academic institutions 
where pursuit of truth and knowledge 
is supposed to be their primary mission.  
Philosophies that deny the existence of God 
are held in high esteem while Biblical truths 
are derided. 
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Paul, however, reiterates the truth of God’s 
revelation: ‘No, in all things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us’ 
(Romans 8:37). 

He points out the truth of God’s power over 
sin and death, and also our victory through 
Jesus Christ.

‘For I am sure that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’ 
(Romans 8:38-39).

Paul reminds and assures us all that we are 
already victors in what He has called us to 
be and to do because Jesus has already won 
the war against ungodly principalities and 
powers on the cross.

The overwhelming love of Christ, 
demonstrated by that bloodied, pierced body 
on the cross more than 2,000 years ago is 
still the symbol of our victory through His 
resurrection from the grave.

Reflection

Therefore we know that in spite of the 
current outbreaks of persecution against 
believers in many nations, He who made the 
universe is not only our Saviour, Lord and 
King but also our Friend.

His love and His light are greater than 
any hatred. But, more than that, He has 
given us the opportunity to carry His light 
into a dark and cynical world.  What a 
privilege!

Church of Scotland’s minister, James 
Stewart, once said that Christ ‘did not conquer 
in spite of the dark mystery of evil.  He 
conquered through it.’

So, while we see the evil around us, we have 
the strong assurance that ‘in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us’ (Romans 8:37). 

H. John is a Release Partner in Nigeria who works 
closely with the Archbishop of Jos, Benjamin Kwashi.

(Article by Release International and adapted by Goshen)
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Win started persecuting Christians 
and blowing up church buildings at 
the tender age of 15.  But God never 
stopped loving him and did not give up on 
him.  Through a miraculous encounter with 
a loving and merciful God, Win received 
forgiveness and salvation at the age of 30. 

Today, Win is pastoring a church that has 
been growing for the last 5 years.  Pastor 
Win has a special calling to disciple new 
converts who are being persecuted by their 
families and their communities.  Many of 
these new converts were kicked out of their 
homes and left to fend for themselves. Out of 
compassion, Pastor Win generously offered 
to take them in, and provide food and 
lodging for them, even though he does not 
earn much as a pastor and he has a family of 
his own to provide for.

Pastor Win and his house church were 
recently asked to vacate the current 
premises they are occupying.  Although 
Pastor Win has been gifted a piece of 
land to build a church and rectory or 
parsonage, they are not able to proceed with 
construction due to a lack of funds.

Project

Safe  
Haven

Target Funds Needed: 
SGD $8,138.00

Contributions can be made payable to : GOSHEN INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES LIMITED:

OCBC Bank Code : 7339              Account : 508-308962-001 (for Fund Transfer)    
Pay Now : UEN No. 198204059M 

For a direct deposit into our bank account, please email us at admin@gosheninternational.org or call 6456 0042 to 
facilitate our accountability to you.

Alternatively, you may mail your cheque to our address : 
My Mailbox (Business) No. 880228 Singapore 919191

God Bless You for your generous contributions.

*In the event that the target fund is reached, any excess will be channelled to the general fund for the persecuted church.

We hope that you will prayerfully consider 
giving to the Lord in support of this building 
project to provide a safe haven for those 
who have been persecuted, so that they 
can grow in the faith and eventually bring 
the gospel message back to their respective 
villages.

May the Lord bless you abundantly for 
giving generously!

Read about Pastor Win’s miraculous 
encounter with God and his personal 
transformation in the Mar-Apr issue of 
Stand! 

* Name changed to protect the identity of the individual in 
this true story.
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WEB 
DESIGN
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LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

LEGAL 
ADVICE

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

Volunteer 
with Us

WE WANT YOU!
Come Join Us once or twice a week, 
once a month or on an ad-hoc basis 
(for events & activities).
You can help us in the following areas:

LEGAL 
ADVICE

WEB 
DESIGN

CHAMPION

LOGISTICS/ 
TRANSPORT

ADMIN

EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

PHOTOGRAPHERMISSIONARY

Contact us at 6456-0042 or email us at admin@gosheninternational.org for more details.
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We want to hear from you if you have been persecuted - mistreated, 
victimised, oppressed, discriminated against or harassed because of your faith in Christ. 

We would like to feature your story in our bi-monthly magazine so that we can  
encourage others in the same situation not to give up hope.

“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as 
you have helped his people and continue to help them.” (Hebrews 6:10) (NIV)

Scan this QR code 
and complete the 

Google registration 
form if you wish to 
volunteer with us.
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Goshen International 
Ministries’ Purposes

We aim to actively engage with our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ, 
in Asia and beyond - through praying for them, standing with them, helping 
them in practical ways and learning lessons of true discipleship from them.

Goshen Prayer Meetings in Jan/Feb 2021
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Date/Day/Time Venue Event

Tuesday 
8pm – 10pm
(12th Jan & 9th Feb)

Online and by invitation only GOSHEN PRAYER MEETING 
for Persecuted Christians.

In the event of any changes after distribution of this issue, 
you will be notified via email.


